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Govt, intervention in education 
policy should be minimal: PM 

People’s doubts must be addressed before NF.P implementation. Modi says 


Hypersonic cruise vehicle 
test puts India in elite club 

DRDO says it will help develop hypersonic cruise missiles 

Need for speed 

A few features of the hypersonic 
technology demonstrator vehicle 


■ It attained a 
speed of Mach 6 
or six times the 
speed of sound 

■ Reached altitude 
of 30 km where 
heat shields 
separated at 
hypersonic speed 

■ It uses a 
scramjet engine, 
in which air enters 
at supersonic 


speed and comes 
out at hypersonic 
speeds 

■ It will help In 
development of 
hypersonic cruise 
missiles 

■ Most missiles 
use the ramjet 
engine, which 
operates at 
supersonic speeds 
of up to Mach 3 




Delhi reports 2,077 cases 
as testing dips by 38% 


NEW DELHI 

With the number of tests 
falling by 38%, the national 
capital recorded 2,077 fresh 
COVID-19 cases in the past 24 
hours, said a government 
health bulletin. The total 
cases now stand at 1,93,526. 
As many as 36,046 tests were 
conducted on Sunday, which 
fell to 22,954 on Monday. 
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DERC reduces fixed rates 
for non-domestic users 

NEW DELHI 

In a relief to non-domestic 
consumers, the Delhi Electri¬ 
city Regulatory Commission 
has dropped the fixed charges 
for unutilised capacity by 
50% for April and May, the 
government said on Monday. 
The charges have been 
reduced from ?250/ kVA/ 
month to ?125/kVA/month. 
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Panchayat elections in 
Rajasthan from Sept. 28 

JAIPUR 

The Rajasthan State Election 
Commission on Monday 
announced elections to 
3,848 village panchayats in 
four phases beginning 
September 28. A separate 
announcement will be made 
later for election of zila 
parishad and panchayat 
samiti members. 
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SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The government’s interven¬ 
tion in the education policy 
should be “minimal”, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said 
on Monday, emphasising 
that the policy belonged to 
the whole country, rather 
than to any particular go¬ 
vernment in power. 

Mr. Modi was addressing 
the inaugural session of the 
Governors’ conference on 
the National Education Poli¬ 
cy (NEP), which is being at¬ 
tended by State Education 
Ministers and Vice-Chancel¬ 
lors. The focus of the confe¬ 
rence is on the implementa¬ 
tion of NEP. 

“The education policy 
and the education system 
are important means of ful¬ 
filling the aspirations of the 
country. The Central and the 
State governments, as well as 
local bodies, all have respon¬ 
sibility for the education sys¬ 
tem. But it is also true that 
the government’s interfe¬ 
rence or intervention in edu¬ 
cation policy should be mini¬ 
mal,” he said. 

“Just as the foreign policy 
or defence policy are the 
policies of the country, not 
of the government, so is the 
education policy. It belongs 
to the whole country,” he 
noted, urging a “collective 
responsibility” in imple¬ 
menting the policy. 


O The education pol¬ 
icy and the educa¬ 
tion system are impor¬ 
tant means of fulfilling 
the aspirations of the 
country. The Centre and 
the State governments, 
_ as well as local 
" bodies, all have 



” for the educa- 
. don system 

NARENDRA MODI 

v Prime Minister 


The Prime Minister urged 
the States to hold consulta¬ 
tions with stakeholders on 
the implementation of the 
policy by September 25. 
“When we move towards 
change, it’s natural for 
doubts and questions to ar¬ 
ise in people’s minds,” he 
said. 

‘Hold discussions’ 

Parents may have questions 
about subject stream flexibil¬ 
ity, teachers may want to 
know about the curriculum 
design and other stakehol¬ 
ders may have doubts about 
the availability of resources 
needed to implement the 
NEP. 

“It’s important to discuss 
all the provisions and the nit¬ 
ty-gritty of this document. It 
can only be implemented 


Education is the 
most effective 
means of social 
justice and personal 
advancement 
There is no better 
investment than 
that in education to 

the future J|jj 

RAM NATH 
KOVIND ' 

President !- 


once all the doubts and ques¬ 
tions in people’s minds are 
addressed,” Mr. Modi said. 

With Governors being the 
Chancellors of the 400-plus 
universities - which have 
more than 40,000 affiliated 
colleges - they have a crucial 
role to play in the implemen¬ 
tation of the NEP. 

Further consultations 
would be held with the cen¬ 
tral universities on Septem¬ 
ber 19. 

Mr. Modi said the NEP 
2020 provided a vision for a 
new India of the 21st centu¬ 
ry, in line with its aspirations 
to be a self-reliant power. 

The Prime Minister felt it 
would help transform the 
country into a “knowledge 
economy” and tackle brain 
drain by paving the way to 
open local campuses of glo¬ 


bal educational institutions. 

The policy would also pre¬ 
pare the country’s youth for 
the jobs of the future, in a 
world where the nature of 
work was undergoing 
change. 

The focus on critical 
thinking, instead of mere 
curricular studying, as well 
as the emphasis on vocation¬ 
al education, would equip 
Indian students with the 
skills needed for the global 
workforce, he pointed out. 

President’s call 

Addressing the conference. 
President Ram Nath Kovind 
urged the Central and State 
governments to increase 
their percentage of invest¬ 
ment in research and inno¬ 
vation. 

Mr. Kovind noted that 
such investment was only 
0.7% of the GDP in India, in 
comparison to 2.8% in the 
U.S., 4.2% in South Korea 
and 4.3% in Israel. 

“Education is the most ef¬ 
fective means of social jus¬ 
tice and personal advance¬ 
ment. There is no better 
investment than that in edu¬ 
cation to improve the future 
of society,” he said. 

The goal of investing 6% 
of the GDP in public educa¬ 
tion had remained unreach¬ 
able since it was originally 
made in the 1968 Education 
Policy, the President added. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The hypersonic air-breath¬ 
ing scramjet technology was 
successfully demonstrated 
by the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation 
(DRDO) on Monday with a 
flight test of the hypersonic 
technology demonstrator 
vehicle (HSTDV), which will 
lead to the development of 
hypersonic cruise missiles 
and vehicles in future. 

“It’s a major technological 
breakthrough in the coun¬ 
try. This testing paves the 
way for development of 
more critical technologies, 
materials and hypersonic 
vehicles. This puts India in a 
select club of nations that 
have demonstrated this 
technology,” DRDO chair¬ 
man G. Satheesh Reddy said. 

A test of the technology 
demonstrator was conduct¬ 
ed in June 2019. 

“With this success, all crit¬ 
ical technologies are now es¬ 
tablished to progress to the 
next phase," Defence Minis¬ 
ter Rajnath Singh tweeted. 

The HSTDV took off at 
11.03 a.m. from the Dr. APJ 
Abdul Kalam launch com¬ 
plex on Wheeler Island off 
the Odisha coast. “The hy¬ 
personic cruise vehicle was 
launched using a proven so¬ 
lid rocket motor, which took 
it to an altitude of 30 km, 
where the aerodynamic heat 
shields were separated at hy¬ 


personic speed,” the DRDO 
said in a statement. 

The cruise vehicle sepa¬ 
rated from the launch vehi¬ 
cle and the air intake 
opened as planned. “The hy¬ 
personic combustion sus¬ 
tained and the cruise vehicle 
continued on its desired 
flight path at a velocity of six 
times the speed of sound, 
which is nearly 2 lem/s, for 
more than 20s," it added. 

‘Major breakthrough’ 

With this technology, cruise 
missiles could now travel at 
hypersonic speeds, a de¬ 
fence source said. “Scramjet 
engine is a major break¬ 
through. Air goes inside the 
engine at supersonic speed 
and comes out at hypersonic 
speeds,” the source noted. 

The vehicle reaches a cer¬ 
tain altitude, then cruises 


and also reaches very high 
temperatures, up to 1,000*- 
2,000° Celsius, during re-en¬ 
try. “After the Anti-Satellite 
Test, this is the biggest 
achievement recently,” the 
source pointed out. 

Critical events such as 
fuel injection and auto igni¬ 
tion of the scramjet demon¬ 
strated technological matur¬ 
ity, the DRDO said. “The 
scramjet engine performed 
in a textbook manner. It 
worked at high dynamic 
pressure and at very high 
temperature.” 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi congratulated the 
DRDO on Twitter. “The 
scramjet engine developed 
by our scientists helped the 
flight achieve a speed six 
times the speed of sound! 
Very few countries have 
such capability today.” 




Delhi metro chugs off to cautious start 

Around 15,500 passengers availed of the service in eight hours of operation 



A commuter being scanned with a thermal device at the 
Jahangirpuri metro station on Monday, -sushil kumar verma 


August rain second highest in a century 


SHINJ 1N1 GHOSH 
NEW DELH1/GURUGRAM 

Amid strict enforcement of 
social distancing norms, san- 
itisation and thermal scan¬ 
ning of commuters, the Del¬ 
hi Metro resumed its 
operations on Monday after 
a hiatus of over five months. 

The metro opened to a lu¬ 
kewarm response from com¬ 
muters, with metro staff and 
mediapersons outnumber¬ 
ing them at a few stations. 
Delhi Metro officials said 
around 15,500 passengers 
took the metro in its eight 
hours of operation on the 
Yellow Line and Rapid Metro 
Gurugram. The 12-km-Iong 
Rapid Metro network, most¬ 
ly catering to Cyber City and 
Golf Course Road in Guru- 
gram, witnessed almost nil 
ridership. 

A total of 1,115 smart cards 
were sold on the first day of 
operations, said the officials. 

Under the first stage of 
graded resumption of servic¬ 
es, metro trains are available 


SATYASUNDAR BARIK 

bill HANES WAR 

Thousands of villagers in 
Odisha’s Malkangiri district 
are set to enjoy 
uninterrupted cellular 
service for the first time in 
their lives. 

Due to threats from left 
wing extremists, mobile 
towers could not be 
installed until now in 
Swabhiman Anchal 
(formerly known as Cut-off 
area). Located along the 
Odisha-Andhra Pradesh 
border, Swabhiman Anchal 
comprises 151 villages. 

The area, surrounded by 
water on three sides and by 
inhospitable terrain on 
another, became less 
remote after the 
construction of Gurupriya 



from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. The 
timings will increase to 12 
hours per day - six hours in 
the morning, six in the even¬ 
ing from September 11. 

On its first day of resump¬ 
tion since March 22, when 
services were suspended fol¬ 
lowing the ‘Janata Curfew’ 
and lockdown owing to the 
COVID-19 outbreak, several 
commuters availed the rapid 


Bridge, which connected the 
zone with the rest of the 
State in 2018. 

“It is a landmark day as 
mobile network 
connectivity is being started 
in Swabhiman Area at the 
villages of Pipalapadar, 
Hantalguda, andjantapal, 
which did not have mobile 
connectivity earlier,” 
Malkangiri District Collector 
Manish Agarwal said on 
Monday. 

Voice and 4G data 

Seven towers at Pipalapadar, 
Hantalguda, Jantapai, 

Tunnel Camp, Dyke-Ill, 
Darlabeda and Chitrakonda 
were planned by Bharti 
Inffatel Limited. 

Trial runs for four mobile 
towers were successful. 



transit system while citing 
the need to “return to 
normalcy”. 

Back to office 

Mary Benny, a private sector 
employee travelling from Bu- 
rari to Green Park, said, “We 
got orders from office to re¬ 
port to work as the metro 
was running again. Current¬ 
ly, it’s empty so there are not 
as many apprehensions but 



Odisha has the most number 
of villages in the country 
with no mobile service. 


“Now people of these 
villages will get voice 
connectivity and 4G data 
network which will enable 



we will have to see what hap¬ 
pens once the stations start 
getting crowded.” 

“How long can we stay at 
home? The virus is not going 
anywhere. So we have to live 
with it,” said Ms. Benny. 

While metro staff and vo¬ 
lunteers deployed by the 
authorities were seen on 
platforms guiding the com¬ 
muters, several passengers 
were not aware of the res¬ 
tricted entry and exits to the 
stations. 

The Delhi Metro network, 
which spans over 389 kilo¬ 
metres with 285 stations, is 
likely to become fully opera¬ 
tional by September 12 when 
services will be available 
throughout the day. 

For the first two days, the 
frequency of trains will vary 
between 2.44 minutes and 
5.28 minutes, officials said. 

(With inputs from Ashok 
Kumar) 

METRO TRAINS RUN NEARLY 
EMPTY ► PAGE 2 


them to get connected with 
the rest of the world,” Mr. 
Agarwal said, adding that it 
will help bring about 
development in Swabhiman 
Anchal. 

Odisha accounts for the 
highest number of villages 
that do not have mobile 
phone service in India. 

Over the recent years, 
since the deployment of the 
Border Security Force in 
2010, the region has been 
witnessing a turnaround 
with intensified counter- 
Maoist operations by BSF 
and State Police. Malkangiri 
has been one of the most 
violence-hit districts in the 
country with as many as 332 
Maoist incidents recorded 
in 12 years between 2008 
and 2020. 



Kangana 
gets Y plus 
CRPF cover 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI/ MUMBAI 

The Union Home Ministry 
on Monday accorded cen¬ 
tral security cover to actor 
Kangana Ranaut, a senior 
Ministry official said. 

The decision to accord Y 
plus security to the actor 
was taken after assessment 
by intelligence agencies, 
another official added. 

The Bollywood actor has 
been engaged in a I'witter 
spat with the Shiv Sena- 
NCP-Congress government 
in Maharashtra after the 
death of actor Sushant 
Singh Rajput. She has been 
living at her family home in 
Himachal Pradesh’s Manaii 
for the past few months but 
plans to return to Mumbai 
later this week. 

The Central Reserve Pol¬ 
ice Force, deployed in inter¬ 
nal security duties, will pro¬ 
vide cover for Ms. Ranaut 
across the country, said the 
official. Y plus category en¬ 
tails that the individual will 
be protected by 11-12 per¬ 
sonnel round the clock. The 
CRPF currently provides se¬ 
curity to about 60 high-pro¬ 
file persons, including Un¬ 
ion Home Minister Amit 
Shah and Chief Justice of In¬ 
dia S.A. Bobde. 

It was not clear if the ac¬ 
tor will pay for the security 
cover. Industrialist Mukesh 
Ambani, who also has CRPF 
cover, pays a fee to the go¬ 
vernment for using the ser¬ 
vices. The second official 
said, “The security cover to 
the actor has been granted 
on the basis of an assess¬ 
ment done by intelligence 
agencies. In such cases the 
government doesn’t seek 
charges from the person.” 

Responding to the deve¬ 
lopment, Maharashtra 
Home Minister Anil Desh- 
mukh said it is “surprising 
and sad” that the actor had 
been given central security. 

Later in the day, the ac¬ 
tor tweeted that BMC offi¬ 
cials had come to her office 
and threatened to demolish 
the property on Tuesday. 



JACOB KOSHY 

NEW' DELHI 

August rainfall this year has 
been the highest since 1926 
with 32.7 cm - or about 27% 
more than what is normal for 
the month - according to da¬ 
ta from the India Meteoro¬ 
logical Department (IMD). In 


August 1926, the rainfall re¬ 
corded was 34.8 cm. 

IMD officials said the rain 
for the monsoon season as a 
whole was likely to be within 
the department’s June fore¬ 
cast of a normal (96 to 104% 
of the long period average) 
rainfall. 


“There has been a de¬ 
crease in rainfall across India 
since the beginning of Sep¬ 
tember. However we expect 
a revival around September 
17,” said Mrutunjay Mahapa- 
tra, Director General, IMD. 
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Success = right decisions at the right time. 


Foruml 


IAS 


India’s leading institute for Civil Services Preparation 


Comprehensive Guidance starj s 

Program 2021 1 0 h 

crpTFMRFR 

A Mentor Backed Test-based Foundation Program for Freshers ocr 1 cmDcri 


what is 

Comprehensive 
Guidance 
Programme (CGP) 

Die CGP Is a Prellms-cum-Malns Foundation 
Program for Civil Services Examination. The 
Program provides a single unified 360-degree 
preparation roadmap for Civil Services 
Examination. 


Forum IAS Academy students 
consistently secured Ranks every year... 


Results 2019: 


Results 2017: 1, 3, 5, 7, 10, 11, 12, 39, 
40, 44 and many more 


3, 5,15, 19, 21, 23, 25, 
27, 28, 30, 32, 33, 37, 
41, 42, 43, 46, 50 and 
many more 
7, 12, 13,14, 19, 27, 28, 
35, 36, 37, 38, 43, 49 


But Why CGP? 


Reason #1 

The troth Is Conventional Foundation Programs focus on 
classroom sessions, without a model forextemal or even self- 
assessment on a timely basis. By the time the student is 
evaluated, there is a lapse of 1 yearfrom the time he studied it. 
So, In conventional foundation programs, you will end up only 
maklngnotesforoneyearandwritingtestsinthesecondyear. 

Reason #2 

Anyone who has cleared the examination will tell you that right 
guidance is key to cracking the CivilsAt ForumlAS, we have some 
of the best people, who will be a part of your preparation journey 
for the full year.You get in-person, telephonic and email support 
throughouttheyear. 

Reason #3 

You do all thefourthings all at once - classroom sessions, answer 
wrttlngsesslons, solving MCQsfromDay 1 and understandlngthe 
Current Issues. This Is opposed to Conventional programs where 
you do foundation in Year #1, Prelims Preparation at the end of 
Foundation program and Answer writing practice inthe next year, 
maklngCMIs Preparation a three-yearjoumey. 


To enrol In our Programs, Call us on: 9319399839, 9319398340 
or write to us at: admissions@forumias.academy 


Current Affairs (Pre+Mains) 2021 2(Y 

Looking for self study with minimal coaching? Prepare GS 2 & 3 Dynamic 
Issues and Current Affairs for Prelims 2021 with ForumlAS Curent Affairs SCDtCmbcr 

Online Classes. ** 


Both CGP and Current Affairs are available In 
online mode with choice of a offline migration as 
and when lockdown ends. 


ADMISSION 

OPEN 


All ForumlAS Programs 
are available in Online Mode 


ForumlAS Offline Guidance Centre: 

2nd Floor, IAPL House, 19 Pusa Road, Opp Metro Pillar - 95, Karol Bagh, New Delhi -110005. 

© 9319399839, 9319398340 © 9319291407 

<9 admissions@forumias.academy @ https://academy.forumias.com 


Odisha villagers set to join mobile highway 

Many in violence-hit Malkangiri district to get voice , broadband for first time 
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A slow start: The Delhi Metro (Yellow Line) and the Rapid Metro began restricted operations from Monday; commuters in mask maintain social distance inside a Delhi Metro train, .manoj kumar. shiv kumar pushpakar 


Social distancing easy as metros run nearly empty 

Commuters in Delhi and Gurugram say they are satisfied with safety precautions in place at stations and on trains 


Boy steals T2 lakh from 
grandfather for PUBG 



A commuter at Rajiv Chowk metro station in New Delhi on 
Monday, -shivkumar pushpakar 


No FIR registered as ease is withdrawn 


ASHOK KUMAR 
SHINJ INI GHOSH 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Metro opened to a 
lukewarm response from 
commuters on Monday - five 
months after it came to a halt 
due to a lockdown following 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

As part of its graded re¬ 
sumption with staggered 
timings, the first lines to res¬ 
ume services were the 49 km 
Samaypur Badli-Huda City 
Centre corridor (Yellow 
Line) and the 12 km Rapid 
Metro in Gurugram - opera¬ 
tional from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.; 
and from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

The Rapid Metro network, 
mostly catering to Cyber City 
and Golf Course Road, wit¬ 
nessed almost nil ridership. 

Most commuters wel¬ 
comed resumption of metro 
services saying they would 
save time and money, and 
added that they were satis¬ 
fied with the safety measures 
in place to contain the 


spread of the deadly virus. 

Pooja Soni, an art consul¬ 
tant, said; “Initially, l was ap¬ 
prehensive and had thought 
that the temperature checks 
would not be done properly. 
But then I saw that every rule 
is being followed quite strict¬ 
ly. As long as one does not 
step into crowded coaches 
and so on, it should be fine.” 

The Hauz Khas station, a 
major interchange between 
the Yellow and Magenta lines 
remained nearly deserted. 

Shrishti Sharma (28), tra¬ 
velling from the station to 
Central Secretariat, said; “I 
am a regular metro commu¬ 
ter and I have never seen this 
station empty. For the first 
day, all arrangements and 
precautions look fine. We 
can only hope this will conti¬ 
nue and everyone will follow 
the rules.” 

Motiur Rahman, another 
passenger travelling from the 
Hauz Khas station to Guru- 
gram, said: “Even though the 


number of COVID-19 cases 
are increasing, ultimately we 
need to take care of our¬ 
selves. Additionally, with the 
state of the economy, it was 
imperative that metro servic¬ 
es resume so that some reve¬ 
nue can be generated.” 

With a drastic reduction in 
the number of commuters, 
social distancing on the first 
day was not an issue. Carry¬ 
ing capacity of trains have al¬ 
so been reduced to 20% of 
pre-lockdown period. 


Ashu Panwar (22), a resi¬ 
dent of Shahdara, said she 
had to shift to Gurugram a 
few weeks back as it was not 
feasible for her to make the 
daily commute to work. 

A special needs children 
educator, Ms. Panwar said 
she could now return to Del¬ 
hi and stay with her family. 

“As soon as I entered the 
station, the staff checked my 
temperature, sanitised my 
hand bag and asked me to 
sanitise my hands. Only four 


people were travelling in my 
coach so social distancing 
was not an issue," she added. 

At the HUDA City Centre 
metro station in Gurugram 
one of the busiest stations 
with a footfall of around 1.5 
lakh daily prior to lockdown 

metro employees and me¬ 
dia persons outnumbered 
commuters. 

Many unaware 

While there was heavy de¬ 
ployment of Delhi Metro staff 
and volunteers, many reach¬ 
ing the stations were not 
aware of the scaled-down op¬ 
erations and restricted tim¬ 
ings. At the entry gates, pas¬ 
sengers were also asked to 
show their status on the Aar- 
ogya Setu app. 

With tokens being discon¬ 
tinued and recharge facilities 
of smart cards made com¬ 
pletely cashless, many com¬ 
muters returned dejected. 

Satya Narain (65), was left 
stranded at HUDA City 


Centre metro station after 
staff refused to accept cash 
in return for a Smart Card. 

Not all were on board with 
resuming services. 

Hemant (31), an IT engi¬ 
neer, said that opening the 
metro was not a good idea 
with cases on the rise. 

He said he would avoid 
travelling by buses or metro 
trains till the time the corona 
scare lasted. 

“I have taken the metro 
because my motorcycle 
broke down today,” said Mr. 
Hemant, on his way to work 
in Delhi from Gurugram’s 
IFFCO Chowk metro station. 

Meanwhile, the Noida- 
Greater Noida Aqua Line, 
which also resumed services 
on Monday, saw a ridership 
of just around 600 passen¬ 
gers till 8 p.m. 

The 389-km Delhi Metro 
network, including Rapid 
Metro and Noida-Greater 
Aqua Line, will become fully 
operational by September 12. 


SAUR ABH TRIVEDI 

NEW DELHI 

A 15-year-old boy has alleg¬ 
edly spent over 12 lakh from 
his grandfather’s bank ac¬ 
count on the online game 
PUBG Mobile, in north Del¬ 
hi’s Timarpur, said a senior 
police officer on Monday. 

A senior police officer 
said that a 65-year-old ex go¬ 
vernment servant reported 
the incident on September 5 
at Timarpur police station. 

The man alleged that he 
had received a message 
from the bank alerting him 
of a deduction of *2,500 
from his pension account. 
He claimed he had not made 
any withdrawal. The com¬ 
plaint was transferred to the 
district cybercell. 

During investigation, the 
police found a sum of *2.34 
lakh was withdrawn from 
his account over the period 
of time without his know¬ 


ledge. The money was the 
part of his pension fund. 

“The money was trans¬ 
ferred from his account into 
a Paytm wallet, which was 
in the name of the complai¬ 
nant’s neighbour. The 
neighbour disclosed that 
the said Paytm account was 
operated by the complai¬ 
nant’s grandson,” said a pol¬ 
ice officer. 

The grandson was ques¬ 
tioned and he said he spent 
all the money to buy fea¬ 
tures for the online game. 
However, after the game 
was banned in India, all his 
investment went in vain. 

“The boy had been regu¬ 
larly withdrawing money in 
small denominations. He 
used to delete SMS alerts 
from his grandfather’s 
phone,” added the officer. 
No FIR was registered into 
the matter as the grandfath¬ 
er withdrew the complaint. 


Two terror suspects held 
following exchange of fire 


Lawyers representing riot-accused wary after FIR against advocate 


STAF F REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

Two suspected members of 
banned terrorist group Bab- 
bar Khalsa International 
have been arrested following 
a brief exchange of fire in 
north-west Delhi, the police 
said on Monday. 

The accused have been 
identified as Bhupender alias 
Dilawar Singh (41) and Kul- 
want Singh (39), both resi¬ 
dents of Ludhiana, the police 
said. They were aiso wanted 


in some cases in Punjab. 
They are supporters of Khal- 
istan movement and were 
planning to execute targeted 
killings in various States in 
northern India on the direc¬ 
tions of Pakistani ISI spon¬ 
sored Khalistani leaders, 
DCP (Special Cell) Sanjeev 
Kumar Yadav said. Bhupen¬ 
der is part of two pro-Pakis¬ 
tan-related public groups - 
‘Pakistan Zindabad Khalistan 
Zindabad’ and ‘Defenders of 
Pakistan’. 


Probe ordered 
against Pracha on 
charges of forgery 

HEMANIBHANDARI 
NEW DELHI 

After an FIR was registered 
against advocate Mehmood 
Pracha, a group of lawyers 
representing accused in 
communal riots cases - es¬ 
pecially from minority com¬ 
munity - have been feeling 
wary of their professional 
conduct and suspect it will 
impact their cases. 


An advocate who repre¬ 
sents several accused in 
connection with riots cases 
said that the matter was dis¬ 
cussed with officials and as 
of now, it was decided that 
we’ll remain calm and there 
will be no action taken. 

Restrict themselves 

Another advocate said that 
it’s “human nature” to res¬ 
trict themselves in such a 
situation. 

“One will restrict them¬ 
selves mentally, naturally. 
One will think twice before 


being bold in the court and 
being aggressive to prove 
faults in the investigation. 
One will obviously present 
facts but one would prefer 
to remain unnoticed,” he 
said. 

However, another advo¬ 
cate Shamim Akhter is of a 
different opinion and stated 
that he is not scared as he 
doesn’t do anything wrong. 
“I see my client’s interest 
but I don’t have to cross my 
limit. If 1 cross that limit 
then I am taking a risk 
which I shouldn’t. For in¬ 


stance, if my client is bailed 
on merit, good. If he isn’t, 1 
wouldn’t tell him ways on 
how he could get one,” he 
said. 

A Delhi court on August 
22 ordered probe into the 
allegations levelled against 
Mr. Pracha - who is fighting 
multiple riot cases - after 
which an FIR was registered 
into the matter on charges 
of cheating and forgery. 

‘False deposition’ 

The case is being probed by 
Delhi Police’s Special Cell 


unit. The allegation against 
the lawyer was that he tu¬ 
tored a complainant to give 
false deposition to make his 
case stronger. 

Another problem 

An advocate said that this is 
another “problem” which 
lawyers are facing. 

“Complaints approach us 
and we take their word and 
later, when it’s all out there, 
they disappear. A woman 
had alleged sexual assault 
during the riots but now she 
is untraceable,” he said. 


Court extends ED custody 
of Tahir Hussain by 3 days 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Monday 
extended by three days the 
Enforcement Directorate 
custody of suspended AAP 
councillor Tahir Hussain in a 
money laundering case 
related to the north-east 
Delhi riots in February. The 
ED was probing the allegation 
that Mr. Hussain and his 
linked persons laundered 
about *1.10 crore, by using 
purported shell or dummy 
companies, to fuel the anti- 
CAA protests and the riots. 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
e-Procurement Notice 

lfMIAJ!PN.F,QB.BlBS(lFBl 

1. The Executive Engineer. Shimla, Division No.I, HPPWD. Shiml8-3. H.P on behalf of Governor of H.P invites the online 
bids on item rate, in electronic tendering system, in 2 Cover SystBm for the under mentioned work from the eligible and 
approved contractors/FIrms registered with HPPWD Department. 


Sr. 

No 

Name of Work 

Estimated 

Cost 

EMD 

Cost of 
Tender 

Time 

Allowed 

1 

Improvement AUpgradation of DublooLaKhoti road 
km. 0/00 to 5760 (SH;- Retaining wall and Breast 
wall ,C.D. Works ,M/T works providing and laying 
V-Shape drain and essential parapets km. 0/00 to 
5/760)(Under NABARD RIDF-XXV) 

11540208/- 

148000/- 

5000 1 - 

365days 


2. Availability of Bid Document and mode of submission: The Bid document is available online and bid should be submitted 
in online mode on website httDs://hptanders.oov.in . Bidder would be required to register in the web-site which is free 
of cost. For submission of bids, the bidder is required to have Digital Signature Certificate (DSC) from one of the 
authorized Certifying Authorities (CA). 'Aspiring bidders who have not obtained the user ID and password for participating 
In e-tendering in HPPWD may obtain the same from the website: https://hptenders.gov.in . Digital signature lb mandatory 
to participate in the e-tendering. Bidders already possessing the digital signature issued from authorized CAs can use the 
same In this tender 

3. Key Dates: 


1. 

Date of Online Publication 

25-09-2020 18.00 HRS 

2. 

Document Download Start and End Data 

25-09-2020 18.00 HRS upto 
12-10-2020 16.00 HRS 

3. 

Bid Submission Start and End Date 

25-09-2020 18.00 HRS upto 
12-10-2020 16.00HRS 

4. 

Physical Submission of EMD and Cost of Tender Document 

13-10-2020 upto 10.30HRS 

5. 

Date of opening of Technical Bid 

Date of opening of Financial Bid 

13-10-2020 11:00 HRS 

6. 


The Tender Documents shall be uploaded online in 2 Cover. 

i). Cover 1 : Shall contain scanned copies of all * Technical documents/ Eligibility information.” 

111. Cover 2: Shall contain" BOQ / Financial Bid”, where contractor wll quote hte offer for each item. 

5. SUBMISSION OF ORIGINAL DQCUMENTS: The bidders are required to submit (a) original demand draft towards the 
cost of bid document and (b) original bid securlty/Eamest Money Deposit (EMD) and other Technical Documents In the 
O/o Executive Engineer Shimla Division No-iHPPWD.,Shimla-3as specified In Key dates Sr. No. 4 on Tender Opening 
Date, failing which the bids will be declared non-responsive. 

6. BID OPENING DETAILS The Technical bids shall be opened on 13-10-2020 at 11:00 HRS in the office of Executive 
Engineer, Shimla HPPWD Shimla, H.P. by the authorised officer. In their interest the tenderer are advised to be present 
along with original documents at the time of opening of tenders. If the office happens to be closed on the date of opening 
of the bids as specified, the bids will be opened on the next working day at the same time and venue. 

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for acceptance for a period not less than 120 days after the deadline date for bid 
submission. 

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents. The officer inviting tender shall not be held liable for any delays due 
to system failure beyond its control. Even though the system will attempt to notify the bidders of any bid updates, the 
Employer shall not be liable for any information not received by the bidder. It is the bidders' responsibility to verify the 
website for the latest information related to the tender. 

BlflMlfr.crilBria;-. 

(1) The bidders must have successfully completed similar nature of one work not less than 40 % of estimated 
cost during the last five years under Govt Department State or Central PSU,s ( without Liquidated damages or 
compensation). 

(li) The executive Engineer reserves the right to accept/reject any tender/application or ail tenders without assigning 
any reason. 

Executive Engineer, 
Shimla Division No. 1 
HP.PWD Shlmla-3 H.P. 

HP / 2766/20-21 on behalf of Governor of Himachal Pradesh 


Uttarakhand Police Headquarters 

12 Subhash Marg Dehradun 

RE-E-Tender Notice 

SI. 

No. 

Name of the equipments 

Bids Number 

Last date & Time for 
receipt of tender 

date & Time for opening of 
technical offer 

Pre-Bid 

meeting 

1. 

Deep Search Metal Detectors, 

DG-3-2{13>2020 

14.09.2020 

17:00Hrs- 

15.09.2020 

11:00 Hrs. 


2. 

Potable Magzine 

DG-3-2{19)-2020 

14.09.2020 

17:00Hrs. 

15.09.2020 

11:00 Hrs. 


3. 

Bomb Blanket, 

DG-3-2(15>2020 

14.09.2020 

17:00Hrs. 

15.09.2020 

11:00 Hrs. 


4. 

Water Jet Disrupter, 

DG-3-2(14)-2020 

14.09.2020 

17:00Hrs. 

15.09.2020 

11:00 Hrs. 


5. 

Bomb Suit, 

DG-3-2(17)-2020 

14.09.2020 

17:00Hrs. 

15.09.2020 

11:00 Hrs. 


6. 

Bomb Basket 

DG-3-2{18)-2020 

14.09.2020 

17:00Hrs. 

15.09.2020 

11:00 Hrs. 


For more information of E-tender Please Login http:uktenders.gov.in 

DIPRAJK/12988 


Government of Jammu & Kashmir 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER MECHANICAL HOSPITAL AND 
CENTRAL HEATING DIVISION SRINAGAR 

Telefax:- 0194-2496089, Email ID:- xenmhchdk@yahoo.in 



Gist of e-tender 



NIT No: MHCHDfTS /2020-21/75/e-tenderlng, Dated:-04.09.2020 

For and on behalf of the Lt. Governor of Jammu and Kashmir UT, e-tenders, valid for 180 days, are invited from 
the Registered, reputed & experienced firms as detailed in the NIT for below mentioned works:- 

Name of Work 

Est. Cost 
(Rs. In Lacs) 

Cost of 
T/Doc. 

(In rupees) 

Earnest 
Money 
(Lacs of Rs) 

Time of 
completion 
(In months) 

Position of 
AAA/funds 

Supply, installation, testing and 
commissioning of Medical Gases Pipe 
system at District Hospital, Ganderbal 
along with operation for 06 Months and 
Maintenance for 3 years 

46.66 

2000 

0.94 

20 

Available 


1 Downloading of Bids:- The NIT Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications. Bill of 
quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen from the 
departmental website www.jktenders.gov.in from 05.09.2020 (18.00 hrs) and can bo downloaded from 
05.09.2020(18.00hrs). 

2. Uploading: The bidders shall deposit their bids in electronic format on the above web site from 

06.09.2020 (10.00 hrs) to 16.09.2020 (15:00 hrs) in two (02) covers. 

3. Opening of Bids:-The bids received upto due date and time shall be opened on at 1 7.09.2020 1 5.00 hrs or 
anydate convenient to the department intheofFiceofExecutiveEngineer.MHCHD, Srinagar. 

So/- 

Executive Engineer, 

DIPK-5197/20 _ MHCHD, Srinagar 


Ad blooper: IIT-Delhi 
issues clarification 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

IIT-Delhi has clarified that 
the job advertisement for a 
“dog handler” posted on 
August 26 with the eligibility 
criteria “B.A/B.Sc/B.Com/ 
B.Tech or any equivalent un¬ 
dergraduate degree" was an 
error and that the qualifica¬ 
tion intended in the adver¬ 
tisement was Bachelor of 
Veterinary Science. 

“In reference to a job ad¬ 
vertisement dated 26-08- 
2020 for a post titled ‘Dog 
Handler’ Ion purely con¬ 
tract basis], IIT-Delhi would 


like to clarify that the mini¬ 
mum qualification as men¬ 
tioned in the advertisement 
got inadvertently copied 
from another job advertise¬ 
ment. The qualification in¬ 
tended in the advertisement 
was ‘Bachelor of Veterinary 
Science’,” the institute said. 

It added that it has can¬ 
celled the current recruit¬ 
ment process after this mis¬ 
take was brought to the 
notice of higher authorities 
and that a fresh process will 
be initiated to hire a Consul¬ 
tant with suitable minimum 
qualification. 


JNU to organise virtual 
convocation in Nov. 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

Jawaharlal Nehru University 
on Monday said its Executive 
Council (EC) has decided 
that the university’s fourth 
convocation will be conduct¬ 
ed online in November. 

JNU Vice-Chancellor M. Ja- 
gadesh Kumar said that the 
university revived the convo¬ 
cation by holding its second 
convocation in 2018. 

The first convocation was 
held in 1972. 

Commenting on the con¬ 
duct of the Executive Coun- 

mm 


cil virtual meeting, the JNU 
Teachers’ Association (JNU- 
TA) said that disparaging re¬ 
marks about the JNU faculty 
were made throughout the 
meeting and the interven¬ 
tions of their elected repre¬ 
sentatives were repeatedly 
sought to be cut short by 
“muting” them. 

The teachers said that the 
agenda items included irreg¬ 
ularities and violation of 
norms and reservation poli¬ 
cy in appointments, which 
the Executive Council was 
expected to ratify. 
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CITY 3 


•c Timings 

DELHI 


TUESDAY. 

SEP. 08 



• RISE 

06:03 

SET 

18:34 

C RISE 

22:14 

SET 

11:07 

WEDNESDAY, SEP. 09 


* RISE 

06:04 

SET 

18:33 

C RISE 

22:52 

SET 

12:01 

THURSDAY, SEP. 10 



# RISE 

06:04 

SET 

18:32 

C RISE 

23:36 

SET 

12:57 

Delhi Weather 

max min 

Delhi Citv 


34 26 

Safdarjang 

34 26 

Palam 


33 27 


Delhi Palam Today 
36®C Dry weather with warm 
afternoon and partly cloudy 
sky likely. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
37°C A comfortable morning 
turns very warm day with 
partly doudy sky likely. 


O Copyright Sky mat Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


Fewer cases as testing dips 38% 

City reports 2,077 new infections; third sero survey sample collection completed 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW' DELHI 

With the number of tests fall¬ 
ing by 38%, the city on Mon¬ 
day recorded 2,077 fresh CO- 
VID-19 cases in the past 24 
hours, according to a health 
bulletin released by the go¬ 
vernment. The total cases 
now stand at 1,93,526. 

On Sunday, 3,256 new cas¬ 
es were reported and 36,046 
tests were conducted, which 
fell to 22,954 as per Mon¬ 
day’s bulletin. 

32 more deaths 

The average number of tests 
done in the past three days is 
37,053. Also, 32 more fatali- 



A woman gets tested for 
the virus in north Delhi on 
Monday, ■sushil kumarverk/ia 


ties have been reported, tak¬ 
ing the death toll to 4,599. 

Of the total cases, 1,68,384 
people have recovered and 
there are 20,543 active cas¬ 
es. Monday also witnessed 
an increase in the number of 


active cases and people ad¬ 
mitted in hospitals. 

Though the number of 
new cases has been seeing a 
spike, the new cases is less 
compared to June. 

On June 23, daily new cas¬ 
es touched almost 4,000 
highest so far. Also in June, 
the average daily tests were 
around 20,000 or lesser, 
which has gone up in 
September. 

The number of active cas¬ 
es in the city on Monday was 
high compared to August. 

The number of positive 
people under home isolation 
was 11,613 on Monday and is 
the highest in over 55 days. 


People in hospitals - 5,218 
- are also the highest in 
more than two months. The 
number of containment 
zones in the city has jumped 
to 1,114, which has been in¬ 
creasing for about 20 days. 

The government on Mon¬ 
day also completed collect¬ 
ing blood samples for the 
third serological survey to 
find the percentage of the 
population with antibodies 
against the virus. 

The first survey had 
shown that 22.8% of people 
surveyed had developed an¬ 
tibodies and the second sur¬ 
vey had shown 29.1% had 
antibodies. 


Delhi govt, sets up testing i i-day special 
camp inside Parliament j I^c^f^ lon 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government on 
Monday said it has set up a 
COV1D-19 testing camp in¬ 
side Parliament and is await¬ 
ing venue options from the 
administrative departments 
of many Central government 
buildings across Lutyens’ 
Delhi for the same. 

“Recommendations re¬ 
garding the venue and size 
of the camps are expected to 
be received over the coming 
few days,” said a govern¬ 
ment official, adding that the 
government is inching clos¬ 
er to its target of 40,000 dai¬ 
ly tests. The government has 
already ramped up testing 


for C0V1D-19 at transit 
points and court complexes. 

The rationale behind set¬ 
ting up camps at such build¬ 
ings is to allow more testing 
as people return to their 
“normal” work routine, a 
source said. 

Chief Minister Arvind Kej- 
riwal had on August 26 an¬ 
nounced that the number of 
daily tests would be doubled 
from 20,000 to 40,000. 

Lieutenant-Governor Anil 
Baijal at a meeting of the Del¬ 
hi Disaster Management 
Authority on Wednesday 
had directed that testing fa¬ 
cilities be ramped up at tran¬ 
sit points and larger con¬ 
struction sites in the city. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Cabinet on Mon¬ 
day approved a one-day 
special session of the Delhi 
Legislative Assembly on 
September 14. 

Sources termed the ses¬ 
sion a routine and procedu¬ 
ral affair in accordance with 
the provisions of the Tran¬ 
saction of Business Rules. 
The sitting will be held with 
arrangements similar to the 
five-day Budget Session of 
the Delhi Assembly, which 
was truncated to one-day 
due to the pandemic. “The 
agenda is yet to be deter¬ 
mined,” an official said. 


THEsa&a HINDU 

DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published In this newspaper. TUG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., <he Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
foi the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services, in no event can 
the Owner, Publisher. Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s. Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any daims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspapei. 


IN BRIEF 


Former Chief Secretary 
dies of COVID-19 

NEW DELHI 

Deepak Mohan Spolia, an IAS 
officer of 1979-AGMUT cadre 
who served in various 
capacities in Delhi 
government schools, including 
Chief Secretary, passed away 
after contracting COVID-19 
here on Sunday. Spolia, 55, 
was admitted at Max Hospital 
in Saket. Having served in 
several capacities in the Delhi 
government during his career, 
Spolia was credited with 
having played a significant 
role in the regularisation of 
unauthorised colonies during 
the Sheila Dikshit 
government. 


BJP protest against govt, 
for withholding funds 

NEW DELHI 

J_ BJP Delhi president Adesh 
Gupta on Monday led a foot 
march along with party 
councilors of all the three 
Municipal Corporations from 
the Civic Center to the Delhi 
Secretariat in protest against 
the Delhi government for 
withholding corporation 
funds. Mr. Gupta termed 
"very sad" that the 
employees of the 
corporations who worked at 
the risk of losing their lives 
during the pandemic now had 
to protest for their salary. 


National Education 
Policy lacks action 
plan, says Sisodia 

'It must be implemented carefully’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

Education Minister Manish 
Sisodia on Monday said that 
the new National Education 
Policy lacks the action plan 
to implement it and that the 
execution of the policy 
should be carefully planned 
so that it is not limited to 
just a “wonderful idea". 

Mr. Sisodia was speaking 
at a videoconference organ¬ 
ised by the Ministry of Edu¬ 
cation on the role of the Na¬ 
tional Education Policy 
2020, and was attended by 
the President, Prime Minis¬ 
ter, Governors, Lt. Gover¬ 
nors and Education Minis¬ 
ters of various States. 

Not employable 

Mr. Sisodia said that at pre¬ 
sent, over 80% of the youth 
having a degree are not 
considered employable and 
that the policy needs to ad¬ 
dress whose fault it is. 

Speaking about vocation¬ 
al degree courses that the 
NEP talks about, Mr. Sisodia 
said it was inappropriate to 
treat vocational degree dif¬ 
ferently from undergrad¬ 
uate degree in any other 
subject and that these 
courses should be given 
equal importance. 

“It is necessary to put na¬ 
tional education policy into 
practice rather than res¬ 
tricting it to only wishful 



Manish Sisodia 


thinking. This policy talks 
about spending 6% of GDP 
on education. It had been 
said in the 1968 policy as 
well but was never imple¬ 
mented. Thus, a law should 
be made so that successive 
governments are bound by 
it and necessary resources 
needed for effective imple¬ 
mentation of the policy can 
be guaranteed,” he said. 

Rote learning 

Mr. Sisodia also stressed on 
the importance to do away 
with rote learning and ex¬ 
amination-oriented educa¬ 
tion which causes immense 
pressure and stress among 
students. Welcoming the in¬ 
clusion of early childhood 
education, he said that its 
success would depend on 
training teachers to provide 
the foundation for children 
instead of assigning the role 
to anganwadi workers. 


‘Brutally removed by 
police during protest’ 

Give salary to civic body workers: AAP 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

The Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) on Monday said par¬ 
ty leaders protesting out¬ 
side the Civic Centre 
against non-payment of sal¬ 
aries to municipal corpora¬ 
tion workers were “brutal¬ 
ly” removed by the police 
and later detained. 

‘Taken into custody’ 

The party said the BJP 
won’t be able to suppress 
AAP’s voice with "dictator¬ 
ship”. Addressing a press 
conference, AAP leader 


STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

In a relief to non-domestic 
(commercial and industrial) 
consumers, the Delhi Elec¬ 
tricity Regulatory Commis¬ 
sion (DERC) has dropped the 
fixed charges for ununitilised 
capacity by 50% for April 
and May, the Delhi govern¬ 
ment said on Monday. 

The total unutilised capac¬ 
ity during this period was 
80%, out of which 84% per¬ 
tains to non-domestic con¬ 
sumers and 75% for indus¬ 
trial consumers. The charges 


Durgesh Pathak said: “In a 
democratic country where 
it is the constitutional right 
of a common citizen to 
raise their voice against the 
wrong policies of the go¬ 
vernment, but the BJP- 
ruled Modi government is 
trying to suppress that 
voice. While protesting, 
AAP leaders were brutally 
pulled by the BJP-ruled Del¬ 
hi Police and taken into 
custody.” 

The party said that they 
were not given permission 
for a rally from Rajghat to 
Civic Centre. 


have been reduced from 
?250/ kVA/month to ?125/ 
kVA/month. Power Minister 
Satyendar Jain said: “...The 
expected impact of the said 
waiver is around ?160 crore. 
This will benefit around 
44,000 industrial consumers 
and around 10 lakh non¬ 
domestic/commercial con¬ 
sumers.” CM tweeted: “Delhi 
govt stands with the people 
of Delhi in this hour of crisis. 
This relief in fixed charges 
will help lakhs of people to 
face hardships caused by Co¬ 
rona [sic].” 


‘Brahmins, 
Dalits tortured 
in U.P. under 
Adityanath’ 

STAFF REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

Attacking the BJP, AAP on 
Monday alleged that Dalits 
and Brahmins were being 
“tortured” in Uttar Pra¬ 
desh. 

“Since Yogi Adityanath 
became the Chief Minister 
of U.P., there has been op¬ 
pression against brahmins 
and dalits. In U.P, being a 
Brahmin has become the 
biggest crime. A man dying 
every other day is a Mishra, 
Dubey, Pandey, Sharma or 
Bajpai,” said AAP chief spo¬ 
kesperson Saurabh Bharad- 
waj at a press meet. 

“It was very evident that 
a certain section of the Hin¬ 
du community get prefe¬ 
rence in everything. Mr. Ad¬ 
ityanath whose real name is 
Ajay Mohan Singh Bisht 
comes from the Thakur 
community. In the govern¬ 
ment jobs and for that in 
the top posts, the Thakur 
community is getting the 
preference,” said Mr. 
Bharadwaj. 

He alleged that a three¬ 
time MLA from U.P., Nir- 
vendra Mishra, was beaten 
to death using lathis in front 
of police. “Every other mur¬ 
der inside U.P. is either of a 
dalit or a brahmin. It seems 
that no one is safe except 
for Thakurs inside Yogi 
Raj,” the AAP leader said. 


DERC reduces fixed rates 
for non-domestic users 


‘Issue digital degrees to DU students within 7 days’ 

HC says students need papers for admission in universities abroad and for jobs 


STAF F REPORTER 
NEW DELHI 

The High Court on Monday 
directed Delhi University 
(DU) to issue digital degree 
certificates to students, who 
have already graduated and 
urgently require the docu¬ 
ment for taking admission in 
a foreign university or for 
employment, within seven 
working days. 

Justice Prathiba M. Singh 
expressed displeasure that 
despite its earlier order, the 


university was not issuing 
digital degrees to pass out 
students and was demand¬ 
ing physical copy of proofs 
attached in the email re¬ 
questing issuance of the doc¬ 
ument. The court directed 
the university to place be¬ 
fore it separately, the time¬ 
line by when digital degrees 
will be issued on urgent and 
non-urgent requests. 

The court was informed 
that till now 30,000 students 
have given requests on the 


varsity’s portal for digital de¬ 
gree certificates. 

Earlier on August 7, the 
court had passed an order 
on a bunch of petitions, put¬ 
ting in place a proper proce¬ 
dure for issuance of degree 
certificates through an on¬ 
line mechanism to ensure 
that delay in printing of de¬ 
gree certificates does not be¬ 
come an impediment to stu¬ 
dents who need it. 

It had directed that DU 
shall ensure that students’ 


digital degree certificates are 
issued within a period of one 
week from registration. 

On Monday, the court was 
informed that data of28,000 
students which constitute 
half of the students who 
graduated in 2017 have been 
uploaded on ‘DigiLocker’, 
an initiative by the IT Minis¬ 
try. However, to access it, 
students’ date of birth is re¬ 
quired and DU is yet to ob¬ 
tain it from respective colleg¬ 
es, the court noted. 
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In your good days everybody seems to be 
fair, supportive, respectful and what not, 
towards you. 

But in the slightest adverse circumstances of 
yours, many people turn unfair, unnecessarily 
oppose you, get disrespectful, publicise wrong 
things through media, and even go to courts 
with PILetc. 

A small negative point is so blown out of 
proportion that all the positive and rightful 
aspects are callously overlooked. 

This is today's world. It is sad but we cannot 
change it. We have to live with it. 

Today, only one small negative point of ours is 
that we are making delayed payments to our 
esteemed investors, though we are paying full 
interest of the delayed period. 


THE REASON OF DELAYED PAYMENT 


Owing to the embargo imposed for last 7 years 
by the Hon'ble Supreme Court, any money 
generated through selling or mortgaging our 
assets of the entire group (including Co¬ 
operatives) or from joint ventures will be 
deposited in the Sahara-SEBI account, as per 
the directives of Hon'ble Supreme Court. Out 
of this, we cannot use even a single rupee for 
organizational work not even for repayment to 
the esteemed investors. 


On the other hand, till date, approximately 
722,000 crore including interest has been 
deposited in the Sahara-SEBI account, whereas, 
despite giving four rounds of advertisements in 
154 newspapers by SEBI in last 7 yea rs across the 
country, SEBI has repaid only 7106.10 crore 
to the esteemed investors. In its last 
advertisement that was published around a 
year ago, SEBI made it clear that it would not 
entertain any further claim thereafter. It means 
there is no claimant left. The only reason that 
SEBI didn't receive any further claim was that 
Sahara Group had already repaid to its 
esteemed investors. As per the directives of the 
Hon'ble Supreme Court, this amount of 
722,000 crore will eventually come back to 
Sahara after due verification. 

However, we have a very solid footing. 
Not a single rupee of our esteemed investors or 
for that matter, of any creditor of SAHARA is at 
the slightest risk. Nobody should think 
apprehensively as their every penny is 
absolutely safe. 

THE LATEST AND THE MOST FAIR VALUE OF 
OUR ASSETS IS WORTH ?2,59,900 
CRORE. 


WE ARE COMMITTED TO OUR VALUES AND FUNDAMENTALS THAT ARE VERY STRONG 
AND DEEPLY ROOTED IN OUR PUBLIC FUNCTIONING 

WE THE FAMILY OF 12 LAKH WORKERS OF SAHARA INDIA PARIWAR 
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EDUCATIONAL 


I A I www.alsiasdigital.con 

Qigitai www.alsias.co.in 

I OPEN 
WEBINAR 

An initiative of Manoj Kumar Singh 

08-12 Sept, 3:00pm 


Nationally Acclaimed Stalwarts 


08th 

Sept 


How to Crack CSE-IAS 2021, 
Know all about GS Strategy 

SACHIN ARORA 


09th 

Sept 


Indian foreign policy In the Era of Covfd-19 

PROF. HARSH V PANT 


Professor of International Relations 


King’s College London 


(Guest Speaker) 


A thematic understanding of Ethics 

K.M. PATHI 


Understanding the Dynamics of Indian 
Constlutlon and Polity. 

DR. CHANDRACHUR SINGH 

(Guest Speaker) 


Designing Strategy for 
Civil Services Exams 

R.C. SINHA 


GS & Optional Batches Begin (Online/Offline) 

28 th Sept & 15 th October 



KAROL 


20 Puu Road, Near Karol Bagh Metro Station, 
Opp. Metro Station Pillar No. 07, New Delhl-05 

9891990011,9999648884 


ANONYMOUS EDUCATORS] 
IAS/IPS-2020-21 

ARE YOU KILLING YOUR DREAM 
DUE TO LACK OF FUND IN THIS 
CORONA TIME? Join usi 


•ONLINE/LIVE CLASSES 
•COMPLETE - NOTES / TEST 
•COURSE DURAT10N-APPR0X ■ 12 MONTH 
*3 DEMO FREE FOR NEW 
•JUDGE US BEFORE JOINI 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
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Sfl52<pl fall# tJ-14/105, it.il.ll 
10035 3PT# 

^ ^ 3TTO ffwrfrWt V?l^ HiSH t[^ i 

^ 3TC oyqei'f 3fl7 3$fcW 
«IW U L wit ^ 1J4 
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M4<lTT> 33 ^ SRT fa# JTOR $ 
cfa-far tj4 ^rraf ^t fariftrtt 
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faff! 4>T #T fal, 4T r) 7TO 
4m & tit ^ ^t f'»i , *i*iix bI*I 3ra 

jjqfaw 3 tirft ciefa^I 45T 

failt ^ sra) 3 ^ snot $ fin? *rfao >1 

-T. 429, dfemdl 


THIRUVANANTHAPURAM LAND for Lease. 
Peroorkada Indira Nagar PRIME PLOT 
50 Cents RS. 3000/Cent Contact: 
09074264049 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Director Sh. Amit Palma S/o N,N_ 

55/1, Bandh Road. Jaunapur, Radhey Mohan 
Drive, Chhatarpur, Delhi - 110074, having its 
Reg. OIF. at 310, Kanchan House Commercial 
Complex Plot No. C-1, Community Centre, 
Karampura, New DeW- 110015, proposed to 
purchase Property No. 4. in Block- B-1. area 
measuring 450 Sq.yrts., situated In the lay-out 
plan of Safdarjang Enclave, New Delhi-110029, 
and wants to mortgage the said property with 
SBI, SME SOUTH EXTENSION I, NEW DELH. 
Tany litigation is pend ing or third party interest is 
in the purchased property they may kindy 
anted in SSI Branch within 10 days from the 
date of publication ofthe said pubic notice. 

" ParagAgro Tech Pvt Lid. 
Authorized S^r^ry 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Be It known to an concerned that Notice is 
hereby given that Mrs. Sudesh Sethi W/o 
Mr. Naveen Sethi Residents of A - 199 
Meera Bagh, Outer Ring Road, Delhi 
110041 have agreed to Sell tiieir Property: A 
-199 Meera Bagh. Outer Ring Road, Delhi 
110041 free from all encumbrances to Mr. 
PrltW Singh Resident of C-20 Bungtow 
Road, Adarsh Nagar. Delhi 110033 as per 
agreement dated August 20th, 2020. On the 
request of the seller a substantial amount 
has been given by the buyer for the 
consideration of the sale 
If anybody is having any interest dispute, 
claim, objection of any nature may contact 
the undersigned within 7 days of this 
publication with all relevant proofs and 
documents to the undersigned, fai li ng which 
Mr. Prithi Singh will proceed to oomplete the 
sale and no further clalms/disputea 
/objections will be entertained subject to the 
scheduled property. 

USharma, 9999777159 
G-58, East of KaHash,N.D.-110065 


OBITUARY & 
REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH 



Sri L.S. NARAYANAN, ICAS 

Retd Addl Secretary, GOI 
25.12.1932-06.09.2020 

Anandavalli Narayanan 
Kannan. Sharon & family 
Dorairajan, GcwriS family 
Padmasani, Venkal Ramanan& family 
Kumar, Apama & femiy 


For enquiries on 
announcements in this 
section, please contact our 
office at the following number 
between 10a.m. and 8p.m. 
New Delhi: Oil- 43579797 
Rate for New Delhi: 
(Minimum Rs. 320/- 2 Lines 
Extra Line - Rs.160/-) 
(B/W Display): Rs.60/Per Sq.cm 
(Clr Display): Rs. 70/Per Sq.cm 
Log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 

For Placing Advertisements 
Online 


In memory of your loved ones 

To dedicate a space in this section, Please contact: 

011-43579797 

from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. & 

For Placing Advertisements Online log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 
DONATE EYES-GIFT SIGHT 


Farmers start campaign 
against agri ordinances 

‘Centre’s move will lead to exploitation' 


Driver from Delhi killed by 
3 passengers on U.P. highway 

His son alleges it is a case of lynching, but police deny hate crime angle 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZ1ABAD 

A driver from Delhi was killed 
by three unidentified persons 
in Greater Noida on Sunday 
when he was returning from 
Bulandshahr after dropping a 
passenger, police said. While 
the family members allege it 
is a case of lynching, the pol¬ 
ice denied any hate crime 
angle. 

According to the FIR regis¬ 
tered at the Badalpur police 
station in Gautam Buddha Na¬ 
gar on the complaint of Mo¬ 
hammed Sabir, the decea¬ 
sed’s son, Aftab Alam, a 
resident of Delhi’s Trilokpuri 
area, was killed on his way 
back from Bulandshahr by 
unidentified assailants. 

After taking the client to 
his destination, Aftab called 
his family to say he is return¬ 
ing home. "Around 8 p.m., he 
called me from the Dadri toll 
plaza to get his FASTag 
charged. When 1 did that, he 
called up again to say that he 
paid cash and didn’t hang up. 
While he didn’t utter a word 
to me, I could hear him con¬ 
versing with other persons in 
the car who sounded like they 
were in an inebriated state,” 



Aftab Alam. 


the FIR quoted Mr. Sabir. It 
further said two mobile 
phones and ?3,500 that Aftab 
was carrying were missing. 

‘Forced to drink’ 

On Monday, Mr. Sabir, a stu¬ 
dent of Delhi University, al¬ 
leged his father was forced to 
drink alcohol and compelled 
to say “Jai Shri Ram” before 
being killed. “This became 
clear from the audio record¬ 
ing. He is told, ‘Jai Shri Ram 
bol’, and sometime later they 
offered him liquor. After that, 
his phone was switched off. I 
forwarded it to the police, but 
they didn’t add the lynching 
angle to the FIR. It seems cri¬ 
minal elements forced their 
way into the car and killed 
him after they discovered he 
is a Muslim,” he claimed. He 


also claimed there were clear 
injury marks on his head, 
face, and neck. 

Harish Chander, Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, Cen¬ 
tral Noida, said there was no 
religious angle to the murder. 
“1 have listened to the record¬ 
ing two-three times and it is 
clear that one of the assailants 
was talking about how he eats 
mutton and drinks liquor 
with a friend from Dubai whe¬ 
never he comes to India. As 
for the slogan, I think the as¬ 
sailants asked Aftab to stop to 
buy a packet of roasted chana 
[a snack] and asked the per¬ 
son they bought the packet 
from to chant Jai Shri Ram. In 
fact, one of them could be 
heard telling another why he 
was indulging in useless talk.” 

DCP’s assurance 

The DCP said the culprits 
would be caught soon. 
“These seem to be local guys 
who have a habit of taking 
free rides. The CCTV footage 
confirms that they were three 
and boarded at the Buland¬ 
shahr Bhud crossing. I guess 
Aftab got suspicious of their 
activities, leading to a fight 
that resulted in murder. Preli¬ 


minary medical reports sug¬ 
gest he died of shock and he¬ 
morrhage,” said Mr. Chander. 

Assistant sub-inspector Ra- 
jeev Kumar, who was present 
when Mr. Sabir and his rela¬ 
tives reached Badalpur police 
station on Sunday night, said 
when the deceased’s family 
approached the Mayur Vihar 
police in Delhi, they tracked 
Aftab’s number to Buland¬ 
shahr and Gautam Buddha 
Nagar border. “The car num¬ 
ber was flashed across the dis¬ 
trict. Around 9 p.m. on Sun¬ 
day, an official vehicle of the 
Badalpur police station found 
a car parked near Mohan 
Swarup Hospital on Dadri 
road. Aftab was found in an 
unconscious state on the 
front passenger seat. He was 
taken to the hospital where 
he was declared brought 
dead,” said the ASI. 

Deepak Kumar, the investi¬ 
gation officer in the case, said 
he hadn’t accessed the re¬ 
cording yet. “If there is so¬ 
mething substantial, we will 
add it to the FIR. We are col¬ 
lecting details. No blood was 
found inside the car. The 
post-mortem report is 
awaited.” 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
CHANDIGARH 

Farmers in Punjab under 
the banner of the Kisan Maz- 
door Sangarsh Samiti on 
Monday started a campaign 
to “court arrest” themselves 
as a mark of protest against 
the Centre’s recently pro¬ 
mulgated agriculture 
ordinances. 

“We have started ‘jail 
bharo andolan’ in ten dis¬ 
tricts of the State to register 
our protest against the three 
ordinances promulgated by 
the BJP-Ied government at 
the Centre. We demand that 
the government should not 
pass the Bills in Parliament 
surrounding these ordi¬ 
nances. Besides, we also 
want the government to re¬ 
voke amendment to the 
Electricity Act,” Sarvan 
Singh Pandher, general se¬ 
cretary of the Punjab unit of 
the Samiti, told The Hindu. 

‘Anti-farmer law’ 

“These ordinances are an 
ill-conceived move on the 
part of the Central govern¬ 
ment, which is completely 
anti-farmer. The implemen¬ 
tation of the ordinances will 
ultimately lead to exploita¬ 
tion at the hands of big cor¬ 
porate houses. The govern¬ 


ment has given a free hand 
to the private corporate 
houses to exploit the farm¬ 
ers ” he added. 

“We will continue to 
court arrest as a part of our 
agitation until our demands 
are met. We also demand all 
the 13 MPs from Punjab to 
raise their voice against the 
Bills during the upcoming 
monsoon session of the Par¬ 
liament,” said Mr. Pandher. 

‘CM misleading farmers’ 
Meanwhile, Union Minister 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal ac¬ 
cused Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh of mis¬ 
leading farmers on the issue 
of agriculture ordinances. 

“Captain Amarinder 
Singh must refrain from mis¬ 
leading Punjab farmers by 
indulging in farcical opposi¬ 
tion to the Central govern¬ 
ment’s ordinances on agri¬ 
culture reforms, which he 
himself had implemented in 
Punjab in August 2017,” said 
Ms. Badal. 

She said Capt. Amarin- 
der’s statement demanding 
the withdrawal of the ordi¬ 
nances was nothing but a 
ploy to inflame sentiments 
of farmers to divert atten¬ 
tion from his government’s 
failures. 


Panchayat elections in 
Rajasthan from Sept. 28 

Code of conduct comes into effect 


3-month extension for retiring 
doctors, specialists in Punjab 

Chief Minister announces more relaxations in urban areas 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

The Rajasthan State Election 
Commission on Monday an¬ 
nounced elections to 3,848 
village panchayats in four 
phases beginning September 
28. The sarpanches and 
ward panches will be elected 
in the polls, while a separate 
announcement will be made 
later for election of zila par- 
ishad and panchayat samiti 
members. 

The election process will 
begin on September 16 for 
the first phase of voting 
which will take place on Sep¬ 
tember 28, while the subse¬ 
quent phases will be held on 
October 3, October 6 and Oc¬ 
tober 10. A total of 35,968 
wards in 3,848 village pan¬ 
chayats situated in 26 dis¬ 
tricts will go to polls. 

Elections to 9,171 other vil¬ 


lage panchayats in the State 
were earlier held in three 
phases in January this year. 
State Election Commissioner 
P.S. Mehra said all precau¬ 
tionary measures would be 
taken during the polling in 
view of the COVID-19 pan¬ 
demic and the number of vo¬ 
ters would be reduced from 
1,100 to 900 at each polling 
station to maintain social 
distancing. 

Mr. Mehra said the polling 
time had also been extended 
by an hour to avoid crowding 
at the polling booths. Elec¬ 
tions to the posts of deputy 
sarpanches will be held on 
September 29, October 4, 
October 7 and October 11. 

The model code of con¬ 
duct came into immediate 
effect on Monday in the 
areas going to the panchayat 
polls. 


SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 
CHANDIGARH 

With both cases and fatalities 
due to COVID-19 going up, 
Punjab Chief Minister Ama¬ 
rinder Singh has announced 
three-month extension for all 
retiring doctors and special¬ 
ists. 

Captain Singh has also 
asked the Chief Secretary to 
expedite the process of re¬ 
cruitment of technicians and 
lab assistants for coping with 
the exponential demand in 
view of the increasing num¬ 
ber of cases. 

As per a Cabinet decision, 
these doctors were earlier gi¬ 
ven extension till September 
30, which has now been ex¬ 
tended till December 31, 
2020, said the Chief Minister. 

During a virtual review of 



CM Amarinder Singh 


the COVID-19 situation with 
top officials and medical ex¬ 
perts, Capt. Singh pointed 
out that the health depart¬ 
ment is already supporting 
the government medical col¬ 
leges with specialist manpow¬ 
er pending recruitment by 
the medical education 
department. 

Chief Secretary Vini Maha- 
jan said both cases and fatali¬ 


ties had witnessed a steady 
increase in the past few days. 

The situation was being 
monitored on a day to day ba¬ 
sis, she said. 

Shop timings eased 

The Chief Minister an¬ 
nounced some relaxations in 
lockdown in urban areas, in¬ 
cluding opening of non-es¬ 
sential shops on Saturdays 
and relaxation in their timing 
from Monday to Saturday till 
9 p.m. Night curfew will be in 
place in all cities and towns 
now from 9.30 p.m. to 5 a.m., 
as per the revised decision. 

Hotels and restaurants will 
be allowed to remain open on 
all days, including Sundays, 
till 9 p.m., after which home 
delivery of food will be al¬ 
lowed. 


National honour proves cold comfort for Odisha folk artiste 

Padma Shri awardee Jitendra Haripal has been robbed of his livelihood after the COVID-19 lockdown 


SATYA SUNDAR BARIK 
BHUBANESWAR 

Jitendra Haripal, awarded 
the Padma Shri in 2017 for 
his contribution to the folk 
music of Odisha’s Sambalpur 
district, is keeping his fin¬ 
gers crossed, hoping the cur¬ 
rent dry spell of the mon¬ 
soon continues. 

His four-roomed, tile- 
roofed house in the Station- 


pada area of Sambalpur 
town is on the verge of col¬ 
lapse. Incessant rain in the 
last week of August wea¬ 
kened the house further, 
with a portion of a wall cav¬ 
ing in. The precarious struc¬ 
ture shelters 11 members of 
Mr. Haripal’s family. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 
and subsequent lockdown 
has robbed Mr. Haripal and 


his family of their livelihood. 
The legendary singer, who 
shot to fame with his chart- 
buster ‘Rangabati..Ranga- 
bati\ was much sought after 
for stage shows and record¬ 
ings. 

“We have managed to sur¬ 
vive with the Odisha govern¬ 
ment’s monthly Padma Shri 
pension of ?10,000 but it is 
difficult to meet other ex¬ 


penses, leave alone repair¬ 
ing the house,” said Mr. Hari¬ 
pal. “Our life is at risk. The 
rat burrows have destabil¬ 
ised the house further,” he 
added. 

Mr. Haripal, from the Dalit 
community, said he had 
wanted to meet the District 
Collector and request for a 
house, but has not been able 
to arrange an appointment. 



Jitendra Haripal and his 

Wife. ■SPECIALARRANGEMENT 



NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER 

ENIT No.: 01/2020-21 DATED : 07.09.2020 

Name of Authorities inviting tender : Sr. Executive Engineer, O&M 
Division, BBMB Jagadhri -135003 (Haryana) 

Name of Work : Supply of Hot Line Tools for O&M Division BBMB, 
Jagadhri and Jamalpur. 


Last date of submission of pre-qualifying 
Documents along with cost of tender documents 

07.10.2020 Upto 17-00 Hrs. 

Total cost of the work 

Rs. 5.42 Lacs 

Earnest Money to be Deposited 

Rs. 5500/- 

For detailed terms and conditions please download/visit BBMB website 
http://bbmbeproc.abcprocure.com and www.bbmb.gov.ln 

1216-PR-TS-4 

Far your Better Tomorrow Save Energy Today 


government of India; Ministry of Railways 
RESEARCH DESIGNS & STANDARDS ORGANISATION. 

MANAK NAGAR, LUCKNOW. UP. INDIA- 22601.1 

global notice no, RPSQ/tmm/qpr/2Q2q/q2 


For and on behalf of President of India Global Tender Is invited from established and reputed consultants, in two packet system 
in sealed envelope as per following detail. 


Name of work 

Approx, cost of 
work 

Cost of Tender 
Document 

Earnest Money 

Comple¬ 
tion period 

Monitoring health of ballast bed with the help of 
ground penetration radar technology for through 
ballast renewsl(TBR) end rehabilitation on Indian 
Railways 

Rs. 28685442100/- 

Rs. 10,000.00/- 

Rs. 1584300.00/- 

24 months 


Tender Documents and detailed Notice Inviting Tender can be seen at- www.ireps.gov.in 


File No.:TM/IM/87(GPR Tender) 

Date: 07.09.2020 

RDSO/Lucknow 


(Rahul Singh ) 
Jt Director/TM-2 


‘Law and order 
deteriorating 
in Jharkhand’ 

STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

Bharatiya Janata Party pre¬ 
sident J. P. Nadda lashed 
out at the Hemant Soren 
government on Monday, 
claiming the law and order 
situation was deteriorating 
in Jharkhand, which was 
sign of a weak government. 

“I have been watching 
the State’s development for 
a long time. The develop¬ 
ment process halts when 
law and order situation de¬ 
teriorates. I can say with 
conviction that the law and 
order situation has wor¬ 
sened under the Hemant 
Soren government,” he said 
addressing the State Execu¬ 
tive Committee members 
through video conferenc¬ 
ing. 

“In BJP-ruled States, nax- 
alism has almost disap¬ 
peared. Now in Jharkhand, 
naxalism seems to be on 
the verge of staging a come¬ 
back. Terrorism is rearing 
its ugly head. Murders are 
being committed in broad 
daylight. It is sign of a weak 
government. It is happen¬ 
ing due to its appeasement 
policy,” the BJP chief said. 

He said the Raghubar 
Das-led government had 
served Jharkhand people 
well. 

“The BJP government in 
Jharkhand was the only 
State government to an¬ 
nounce refilling of second 
cylinder received under 
the Ujjwala Scheme,” he 
said. 

Ex-RS member 
dies of vims 

CORR ESPONDENT 

CUTTACK 

Former Rajya Sabha mem¬ 
ber and BJD’s longest serv¬ 
ing general secretary Na- 
rendra Swain passed away 
here on Monday due to co- 
ronavirus. 




General Public is hereby informed that 
one person Namely: Unknown S/o: 
Unknown, Address: Unknown was 
found dead at DDAGround, near Adilabad 
Fort, M.B. Road, Pul Prahaldpur, Delhi on 
05.09.2020 at 04:58 pm in the area of 
P.S. Pul Prahaldpur, Delhi. In this regard a case has been 
lodged vide FIR/DD No. 49-A, dated 05.09.2020 at P.S. 
Pul Prahaldpur, Delhi. The description of the dead 
person is as under-Age: About 40-45 years, Sex: Male, 
Height: 5', Complexion: Shallow, Wearing: White 
Checked colour shirt and grey colour pant. If any one 
having any Information about this dead person please 
inform undersigned. SHO 

P.S. Pul Prahaldpur, Delhi 
DP/222/SE/2020 Ph.: 011-26366800, 8750870934 



SEARCH FOR MISSING 


General public is here by informed that this 
f 9 iri (depicted in the photo) namely: Kajal 
m l D/o Vijay Pal R/o H. No. T-90, Ward No. 6, 
i| Mehrauli New Delhi, has been missing/ 
kidnapped from P.S. Mehrauli area, since 
(W 22.08.2020. In this regard FIR No. 561/20 
ML “ dated 22.08.2020 has been lodged at P.S. 

| Mehrauli, New Delhi. Sincere efforts have 
— 1)660 made by local police to trace out the 

-—J—- girl but no clue has come to light so far. 

Her physical description is as under:- 

Sex: Female, Age: 16 years, Height: 4'10" ft, Complexion: 

Fair, Built: Normal, Wearing: White color top & Black Color 

Lagging. 

Any person is having information or clue about this missing/ 
kidnapped girl may kindly inform to the following:- 

Website:http://cbi.nic.in p.s. Mehrauli, New Delhi 

E-mail: cic@cbi.gov.in Ph. No.-011 -26643200 

Tel. No.: 011-24368638/24368641 Mob. No- 8750870824 

Fax No.: 011-24368639 DP/186/SD/2020 


UNIDENTIFIED BABY 


General Public is hereby 
informed that an Unknown 
dead body (Female New Bom 
Baby) is found at Khasra No. 

1131, Near Samshan Ghat, 

Bijwasan. In this regard a case 
vide FIR No. 397/20 dated 
20.08.2020 u/s 318 IPC has 
been registered at P.S. 

Kapashera, Delhi. 

The description of the child is 
given as under Unknown 
D/o Unknown R/o Unknown, Age: 1 Day, Height: 10", 
Hair: Black. 

Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace 
out the baby but no clue has come to light so far. If any 
one having any information about this baby please 
inform undersigned. SHQ ps Kapashera> 

Ph.: 011-25066105, 25063758, 
DP/285/SW/2020 8368217535 




General Public is hereby Informed that one 
girl Namely: Saroja, D/o Premchand, R/o: 
RZF-2/228, Street No. 3, Mahavir Enclave, 
Palam, Delhi has been missing since 
25.03.2019 from her house from the area of 
P.S. Palam Village, New Delhi. In this 
regard a case FIR No. 219/19 U/s 363 IPC 
dated 27.05.2019 has been lodged at PS 
Palam Village, New Delhi. The description 
ofthe missing girl are as under: Age: 17 
years, Sex: Female, Height: 5', Complexion: Fair, Face: 
Round, Eyes: Black, Hair: Black, Built: Fat, Wearing: Light 
Green colour suit-salwar. Sincere efforts have been made by 
local police to trace out the girl but no due has come to light so 
far. Any person having any information or clue about this girl 
kindly inform to the following. 

Website: http//cbi.nic.in 

E-Mail ID - cic@cbi.gov.in SHO 

Fax No. 011-24368639 PS. Palam Village, 

Ph. Nos.: 011-24368638,24368641 New Delhi 

DP/262/SW/2020 Ph.: 011-9818469302 
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NORTH & WEST 5 


WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 



TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMO (TAKEN AT 11.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy/very heavy rainfall likely at isolated 
places over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Sikkim, sub- 
Himalayan West Bengal, east Uttar Pradesh, central Maha¬ 
rashtra, Rayalaseema, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, 
Karaikal, Kerala, Mahe and Lakshadweep 


CITY 

RAIN MAX MIN 

CITY 

RAIN MAX MIN 

Agartala. 

..-....35.4... .27.2 

Kozhikode. 

. 108.2....30.6....23.4 

Ahmedabad... 

.-....35.1....27.2 

Kurnool. 

.-....37.0....25.7 

Aizawl. 

.-....28.6....19.9 

Lucknow. 

.-....37.2....27.0 

Allahabad. 

.-....36.7.... 27.8 

Madurai. 

. 1.3....36.4....23.6 

Bengaluru. 

.-....29.8. ...20.5 

Mangaluru. 

. 5.9....30.4...23.5 

Bhopal. 

.-...34.2....23.5 

Mumbai. 

... 10.6...32.5...25.4 

Bhubaneswar.. 

.-....35.2....26.4 

Mysuru... 

.10.-....21.9 

Chandigarh .... 

.-....35.9...25.3 

New Delhi. 

.- ...34.0....25.8 

Chennai. 

.-....34.7.. .27.4 

Patna... 

.-.-....27.0 

Coimbatore.... 

.6.9... 30.5... 22.2 

Port Blair. 

. 3.9....30.8....25.6 

Dehradun. 

..-....33.7. ...22.1 

Puducherry. 

.-....34.6....25.2 

Gangtok. 

.54...19.2... 17.1 

Pune. 

... 37.7....32.5....22.5 

Goa. 

.24.8....31.4....23.6 

Raipur. 

.-....34.4...26.2 

Guwahati. 

. 1.4.32.0...24.6 

Ranchi. 

.23....32.8.- 

Hubballi. 

.-....30.0....22.0 

Shillong.. 

... 13.5....22.8....17.6 

Hyderabad. 

.-....34.1....25.0 

Shimla. 

.6.5....24.3.... 16.5 

Imphal. 

.0.4....30.2....21.6 

Srinagar. 

.2.4 ...28.3... 14.8 

Jaipur. 

..37.4..32.6....26.7 

Thiruvananthapuram. 

. 115.2.31.8..22.9 

Kochi. 

145.8....30.2....23.0 

Tiruchi. 

.-....33.8...24.2 

Kohima. 

.1.6. ...28.2... 18.0 

Vijayawada. 

.-....35.6....25.8 

Kolkata. 

.- ...34.8....28.1 

Visakhapatnam. 

.-....33.8....27.6 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SOi NO.- CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. 13 .38 36 ....50 ...59 ....■ 

Bengaluru. 11 .32 73 - ...84 ...M 

Chennai.- ...5 22 ....91 - ....■ 

Delhi. 22 .46 49 ..149 .124 ....■ 

Hyderabad.5 .52 11 41 ...61 ....■ 

Kotkata. 14 .13 58 ....14 ...22 ....■ 

Lucknow.6 .37 29 ..112 ...98 ....■ 

Mumbai. 14 .20 .- ....52 ...89 ....■ 

Pune. 34 .15 57 ....31 ...29 ....■ 

Visakhapatnam 12 .29 23 ....28 ...49 ....■ 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NOj: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 4.00 
p.m.. Greater Noida, Uttar 
Pradesh recorded an overall 
air quality index (AQI) score 
of 174 indicating a moderate 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Eloor, Kerala 
recorded a healthy AQI score 
of 15 


Pune district officials come hard 
on those flouting COVID-19 rules 

More than T1 crore in fines collected from 40,000 violators in a week, says ZP CEO 



Good Samaritan: Christian volunteer Sagai Nair (right) and volunteers from a Muslim group 
carry the coffin of a COVID-19 victim at a cemetery in Pune on Monday, -afp 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 
PUNE 

To curb the alarming spread 
of novel coronavirus in 
Pune’s rural areas, the dis¬ 
trict administration and the 
police are cracking down on 
citizens flouting COVID-19 
regulations by not wearing 
masks or adhering to other 
precautionary measures. 

The administration has so 
far collected more than *1.13 
crore in fines from nearly 
40,000 violators in a week’s 
time, Pune Zilla Parishad 
chief executive officer (CEO) 
Ayush Prasad said. 

The Pune Municipal Cor¬ 
poration (PMC), too, has 
started taking offenders to 
task with the Pune City pol¬ 
ice collecting *25 lakh in 
fines from more than 5,000 
people in just three days. 

“At a time when cases are 
surging drastically, it is vital 
that people behave in a more 
responsible manner. We 
have penalised around 
40,000 people from more 
than 1,400 gram panchayats, 
who were found moving 
about without wearing pro¬ 
tective gear like face masks, 
or were caught spitting and 
not following social distanc¬ 
ing norms,’’ Mr. Prasad said. 

The fines were collected 
by the police and gram pan- 
chayat officials with Haveli 
and Indapur leading the of¬ 
fenders’ list among the 13 ta¬ 
luks in the district. 

“Fines totalling *22 lakh 
from nearly 8,000 residents 
of Haveli and around *15 
lakh from more than 8,500 
people from Indapur were 
collected,’’ Mr. Prasad said. 

The district has been wit¬ 
nessing more than 4,000 
cases each day in the last 
fortnight, clocking a record 
jump of nearly 5,000 fresh 


cases for the last two days 
consecutively. 

While acknowledging the 
steep rise in cases, Mr. Pra¬ 
sad pointed out that the mor¬ 
tality rate had gone down. 

“About 80% of the cases 
are to be found in just 69 
gram panchayats, which con¬ 
stitute just 5% of the total 
gram panchayats in Pune dis¬ 
trict. So, we are working on 
reducing cases and fatalities 
in these areas,” the CEO said. 

He said that a massive in¬ 
crease in the rural medical 
infrastructure had been ef¬ 
fected in the last two weeks. 

“During this period, we 
have opened seven addition¬ 
al COVID-19 care centres 
(CCCs) and four new district 
Covid health centres 
(DCHCs), and made one dis¬ 
trict Covid hospital (DCH) 


About 80% of the 
cases are to be 
found in just 69 
gram panchayats, 
which constitute 
just 5% of the total 
gram panchayats 
in Pune district. So, 
we are working on 
reducing cases and 
fatalities in these 
areas 

AYUSH PRASAD 

Pune Zilla Parishad chief executive 
officer 

operational. At present, we 
have enough oxygen and 
critical care beds to cope 
with the spike in cases," Mr. 
Prasad said. 

The Pune rural region at 
present has 30 CCCs, 52 
DCHCs and six DCHs with a 


total 1,098 oxygen beds and 
1,019 ICU beds of whom 191 
have ventilators, officials said. 

The ‘penalising’ drive of 
Pune district officials comes 
in the wake of recent review 
meetings held by Nationalist 
Congress Party chief Sharad 
Pawar, Union Minister Pra- 
kash Javadekar, Deputy 
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, 
and State Health Minister Ra- 
jesh Tope - all of whom ex¬ 
pressed concern over the 
case surge. 

The district currently has 
more than two lakh reported 
COVID-19 cases, making it the 
worst-hit in the country. Of 
them, more than 35,000 are 
active cases (around 10,000 
of these are from the rural 
parts of Pune) while nearly 
4,700 people have suc¬ 
cumbed to the virus thus far. 


Spraying disinfectants 
on people to fight virus 
not recommended: govt. 

Why tunnels not banned yet, asks SC 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

Spraying of disinfectants on 
humans causes both physi¬ 
cal and psychological harm, 
the Union Ministry of Health 
informed the Supreme 
Court on Monday. 

“Spraying of disinfectants 
on humans is not recom¬ 
mended under any circum¬ 
stances”, it said. 

The Ministry was res¬ 
ponding to a petition filed 
by Gursimran Singh Narula 
questioning the efficacy of 
disinfection tunnels, spray¬ 
ing of disinfectants and fog¬ 
ging as means to prevent co¬ 
ronavirus infection. 

The Ministry said it had 
“nowhere issued any advi- 
sory/guidelines/SOPs for us¬ 
age, installation, produc¬ 
tion, advertisement of 
disinfection tunnels to 
spray/fumigate chemical or 
organic disinfectants in 
workspace, public spaces, 
etc”. 

A Bench led by Justice 
Ashok Bhushan asked why 
the Union government had 
not yet banned their (tun¬ 
nels) use yet. 

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta assured the court 
that appropriate orders 
would be issued soon. 

The government said 


spraying of chemical or or¬ 
ganic disinfectants both in¬ 
doors and outdoors hardly 
had any effect on the novel 
coronavirus. 

The Ministry referred to 
its Expert Committee re¬ 
commendation of June 9, 
which rejected disinfection 
tunnels and termed spray¬ 
ing of disinfectants danger¬ 
ous for humans. 

Spraying affected the skin 
and the respiratory tract. 

A Joint Monitoring Group 
meeting held by top health 
organisations, including the 
World Health Organisation, 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services, the Indian 
Council of Medical Re¬ 
search, etc, on April 4 logi¬ 
cally concluded that exter¬ 
nal spraying does not kill 
the virus that has already 
entered the body. 

“In indoor spaces, rou¬ 
tine application of disinfec¬ 
tants to environmental sur¬ 
faces by spraying or fogging 
is not recommended for CO- 
VlD-19 as the disinfectant 
may not be effective in re¬ 
moving organic material 
and may miss surfaces 
shielded by objects, folded 
fabrics or surfaces with in¬ 
tricate designs”, a 44-page 
affidavit filed by the Minis¬ 
try said. 



Contentious technology: A man passes through a 
disinfectant tunnel in Thane in this July photo, -pti 


Centre launches 24/7 toll-free 
mental health rehab helpline 


It will provide support to people facing anxiety, stress 



Help a call away: Minister Thaawarchand Gehlot launches the 
mental health rehabilitation helpline in New Delhi, -pti 


SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The Union Social Justice and 
Empowerment Ministry on 
Monday launched a 24/7 toll- 
free helpline to provide sup¬ 
port to people facing anxie¬ 
ty, stress, depression, suici¬ 
dal thoughts and other 
mental health concerns. 

The mental health reha¬ 
bilitation helpline, KIRAN, 
can be called from Iandline 
and mobile phones across 
the country at the number 
1800-599-0019, the Ministry 
announced. 

In a statement, the Minis¬ 
try said the helpline had 
been launched “in view of 
the growing incidence of 
mental illness, particularly 
in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic.” 

Lack of professionals 

Speaking during the online 
launch event. Joint Secretary 
Prabodh Seth said there was 
a shortage of qualified men¬ 
tal health professionals 
while 10.6% of adults and 
7.3% of adolescents faced 
mental illness, according to 
a NIMHANS survey in 2015- 
2016. He said the helpline 
operators had been sensi¬ 
tised not to ask the caller for 


name or any identification 
details. 

The helpline would func¬ 
tion as the first step for call¬ 
ers to get advice, counselling 
and referral to psychologists 
and psychiatrists, the state¬ 
ment said. The helpline will 
be available in 13 languages 
and has 660 clinical/rehabil¬ 
itation psychologists and 
668 psychiatrists as volun¬ 
teers. 

While the helpline was 
formally launched by Social 
Justice and Empowerment 
Minister Thaawarchand 
Gehlot on Monday, testing 
has been on since last 
month. 

Speaking during the vir¬ 
tual launch, Dr. Amrita Sa- 
hay of the National Institute 
for the Empowerment of 


Persons with Intellectual 
Disabilities (NIEPED) said 
the helpline was already re¬ 
ceiving calls from school and 
college students anxious 
due to the COVID-19 pan¬ 
demic. She said some of the 
students were showing 
symptoms of depression 
and reported not being able 
to sleep. 

Dr. Mita Singhal of the Pt. 
Deendayal Upadhyaya Na¬ 
tional Institute for Persons 
with Physical Disabilities 
said persons with disabilities 
had reached out to the hel¬ 
pline due to anxiety linked 
to the pandemic situation. 
She said the helpline was 
connecting them with psy¬ 
chologists as well as advising 
them to do breathing exer¬ 
cises, among other tips. 


Police book 19 MNS workers 
for forcibly opening temple 


RAINA ASSAINAR 
NAVI MUMBAI 

The police on Monday 
booked 19 Maharashtra Nav- 
nirman Sena (MNS) workers 
for allegedly breaking the 
lock of a temple in Panvel. 

The party claimed that 
even after various warnings, 
the State government did not 
allow the opening of the tem¬ 
ples and hence, they decided 
to take things into their 
hands. 

“The State is undergoing 
unlock phases. Malls and al¬ 
cohol shops have been 



opened, and buses are ply¬ 
ing. Temple is the most need¬ 
ed place for people right now 
for emotional support. Yet, 
the government is not open¬ 
ing them,” Yogesh Chirle, 
MNS workers union secre¬ 
tary, said. 

He added that MNS chief 
Raj Thackeray had written to 
the State government urging 
it to open the temples or else 
party workers would open 
them. “Hence, we did that at 
Virupaksha temple in Pan¬ 
vel,” Mr. Chirle said. 

A week ago, BJP workers, 



including MLA Prashant Tha- 
kur, had protested outside 
every temple in Panvel de¬ 
manding their opening by 
singing ‘Daar ughad IJddha- 
va' (open the doors Uddhav). 

“The protests did nothing 
to get the temples opened. 
We opened it by breaking the 
lock. We chose the oldest 
temple in Panvel taluka, built 
by Peshwas, to send out a 
strong message,” Akshay 
Kashid, MNS Raigad district 
head, said. All the 19 workers 
were booked under Section 
188 ofIPC. 



Chaos ahead of monsoon session over COVID-19 test reports 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 
MUMBAI 

Chaotic scenes were wit¬ 
nessed on the Maharashtra 
Vidhan Bhavan premises on 
Monday before the com¬ 
mencement of the two-day 
monsoon session of the le¬ 
gislature as several MLAs 
were not allowed inside 
since their COVID-19 test re¬ 
ports were not available. 

Former speaker Haribhau 


Bagade and other legisla¬ 
tors, who were not able to 
enter the Vidhan Bhavan, 
complained to Deputy Chief 
Minister Ajit Pawar when he 
arrived there. 

Mr. Pawar called legisla¬ 
ture secretary Rajendra 
Bhagwat and asked him to 
ensure that all legislators 
whose test reports were ne¬ 
gative be allowed inside at 
the earliest. 


He also summoned the 
local deputy commission¬ 
er of police and asked him 
to clear the crowd gath¬ 
ered at the Vidhan Bha- 
van’s main gate. 

“Check the badges of 
members and their test re¬ 
ports first. Many members 
have got their tests done 
privately, allow them in if 
their reports are negative,” 
Mr. Pawar told the legisla¬ 


ture staff. 

According to Vidhan Bha¬ 
van sources, 2,115 samples 
for COVID-19 tests were col¬ 
lected from legislators, mi¬ 
nisters, bureaucrats,legisla¬ 
ture staff members, and 
journalists over the wee¬ 
kend. So far, 58 samples 
have tested positive, the 
sources said. 

Meanwhile, some Opposi¬ 
tion MLAs staged a protest 


on the stairs of the Vidhan 
Bhavan building, demand¬ 
ing scrapping of the regional 
reservation for medical 
admissions. 

State officials have put in 
place a slew of measures like 
compulsory antigen tests for 
legislators, distribution of 
COVID-19 kits, and a new 
seating arrangement to en¬ 
sure House proceedings go 
on without any hindrance. 


GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA li =ISM jrlS 





SR. 

No. 

NAME OF 

BOARD/CORP./AUTH 

NAME OF WORK NOTICE TENDER 

OPENING 

DATE 

CLOSING 

DATE 

(TIME) 

AMOUNT/ 

EMD 

(APPROX.) 

IN 

RUPEES 

WEBSITE OF THE BOARD 
CORP./AUTH 

NODAL OFFICER/CONTACT 
DETAILS/EMAIL 

* 

HARYANA FOREST 
DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION LTD., 
SIRSA 

FELLING AND CONVERSION OF TREES AND TRANSPORTATION 
STACKING IN DEPOT IN FATEHABAD + 2 OTHER WORK 

04.09.2020 

14.09.2020 

30000/- 

www.hfdc.gov.in 

01666-243020 

gm.sirsa.@hfdc.gov.in 

2 

HARTRON 

COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT (CAMC) OF 
LOCAL AREA NETWORK INSTALLED AT HIGH COURT, JUDICIAL 
ARCHIVE BUILDING AND HIGH COURT BUILDING, SECTOR-17 ON 
THE BEHALF OF PUNJAB & HARYANA HIGH COURT, SECTOR-1, 
CHANDIGARH 

08.09.2020 

28.09.2020 

1.50 CRORE 

https://etenders.hry.nic.in/ 

0172-2714302 

cdp.Hartron-hry@gov.in 

3 

MUNICIPAL 
COMMITTEE, 
SHAHABAD (M.) 

MAINTENANCE OF PARKS PHASE-1 WITHIN THE LIMIT OF 
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE, SHAHABAD MARKANDA + 1 OTHER WORK 

08.09.2020 

14.09.2020 

19.91 LACS 

https://etenders.hry.nic.in 

9050970239 

secymc.shahabad@hry.nic.in 

4 

MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE 
ELLENABAD 

REPAIR & MAINTENANCE VARIOUS STREETS, DRAINS, MANHOLE 
DHKAN, MASONARY CHAMBER ETC IN WARD NO 01 TO 17 
ELLENABAD I.E. FOR RESOLVED COMPLAINTS + 5 OTHER WORK 

05.09.2020 

14.09.2020 

1.37 CRORE 

https://etenders.hfY.nic.in/nicgep/app 

94682-83877 

5 

MUNICIPAL 

CORPORATION 

PANCHKULA 

CONSTRUCTION/REPAIR OF MANHOLE NEAR DISPENSARY AND 
WATER WORKS ALONG NALLAH, SECTOR 4, MDC, WARD NO. 8, 
MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, PANCHKULA + 5 OTHER WORKS 

08.09.2020 

24.09.2020 

61.65 LACS 

https://etenders.hry.nic.in 

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER 

6 

MUNICIPAL 

COMMITTEE 

KALANWAU 

RFP FOR DOOR TO DOOR COLLECTION, SEGREGATION, 
TRANSPORTATION AS WELL AS PROCESSING OF WASTE AND 
OUTSOURCE THE WORK OF ROAD/ STREET SWEEPING OF WARD 
NO 1,12,13,14,15. 

07.09.2020 

14.09.2020 

85000/- 

https://etenders.hry.nic.in 

01696-222016 

Secymc.kalanvrali@gmail.ooin 

7 

UHBVN ROHTAK 

A/MTC OF NRB AT RGVB AT MODEL TOWN ROHTAK 

CLOSING DATE 
15.09.2020 

1.85 LAG 

www.uhbvn.org.in 

xendviluhbvnrohtak@gmail.com 

8 

UHBVN ROHTAK 

A/MTC OF NRB AT 132KV S/STN. HVPNL GOHANA ROAD PANIPAT 
OCCUPIED BY OP S/DIVN. SANOU ROAD PANIPAT 

CLOSING DATE 
15.09.2020 

1.69 LAG 

www.uhbvn.org.in 

xendviluhbvnrohtak@gmail.com 

8 

HVPNL, PANCHKULA 

220KV DUPLEX, DIRECTIONAL FEEDER C&R PANEL 

09.09.2020 

08.10.2020 

13.42 LAG 

www.hvpn.org.in 

0172-2583789 

pro@hvpn.org.in 

9 

HVPNL, PANCHKULA 

11KV 15 PANEL BOARD VCB5 2000A 

09.09.2020 

08.10.2020 

15.70 

CRORE 

www.hvpn.org.in 

0172-2583789 

pro@hvpn.orq.in 

10 

HVPNL, SONEPAT 

DRAFT ENIT FOR PROVIDING PCC AND GRAVEL IN THE 
SWITCHYARD OF 132 KV SUB - STATION PTPS 

CLOSING DATE 
10.09.2020 

44.00 LAG 

www.hvpn.org.in 

0172-2583789 
pro@hvpn.org. in 

11 

HVPNL 

DISMANTLING AND CASTING OF FOUNDATION OF 1 NO. 220KV 
BREAKER OF CGLAT 220KV S/STN. JORIAN. 

CLOSING DATE 
14.09.2020 

1.25 LAG 

www.hvpn.org.in 

0172-2583789 
pro@hvpn.orq,in 

12 

DHBVN, HISAR 

FOR OUTSOURCING OF SKILLED/UN-SKILLED MANPOWER UNDER 
HISAR CIRCLE (INCLUDING VARIOUS OFFICES LOCATED AT 
HEADQUARTERS) NIT NO-02/CE /OP/ HSR / 2020-21 

05.09.2020 

24.09.2020 

922.00 LAG 

www.dhbvn.org.in 

01662-223302 

ceophsrdhbvn.org.in 

13 

DHBVN, HISAR 

FOR OUTSOURCING OF SKILLED/UN SKILLED MANPOWER UNDER 
FATEHABAD CIRClf NIT NO-03/CE/OP/ HSR / 2020-21 

05.09.2020 

24.09.2020 

1571.00 

LAG 

www.dhbvn.org.in 

01662-223302 

ceophsrdhbvn.org.in 

14 

DHBVN, HISAR 

FOR OUTSOURCING OF SKILLED/UN-SKILLED MANPOWER UNDER 
SIRSA CIRCLE NIT NO-04/CE/OP/ HSR/ 2020-21 

05.09.2020 

24.09,2020 

2157.00 

LAG 

www.dhbvn.org.in 

01662-223302 

ceophsrdhbvn.org.in 

15 

DHBVN, HISAR 

FOR OUTSOURCING OF SKILLED/UN-SKILLED MANPOWER UNDER 
BH1WANI CIRCLE 

NIT NO-05/CE/OP/ HSR/ 2020-21 

05.09.2020 

24.09.2020 

2304.00 

LAG 

www.dhbvn.org.in 

01662-223302 

ceophsrdhbvn.org.in 

16 

DHBVN, HISAR 

FOR OUTSOURCING OF SKILLED/UN-SKILLED MANPOWER UNDER 
3IND CIRCLE 

NIT NO-06/CE /OP /HSR/ 2020-21 

05.09.2020 

24.09.2020 

986.00 LAG 

www.dhbvn.org.in 

01662-223302 

ceophsrdhbvn.org.in 

17 

DHBVN, HISAR 

ENGAGING OF PERSONS AGAINST VARIOUS ACTIVITIES UNDER 
DHBVN (HISAR ZONE) UNDER PART-I OF OUTSOURCING POLICY. 
NIT NO- 07/CE/OP / HSR/2020-21 

05.09.2020 

24.09.2020 

2380.00 

LAG 

www.dhbvn.org.in 

01662-223302 

ceophsrdhbvn.org.in 

18 

H.SA.M. BOARD, 
SIRSA 

CONSTRUCTION OF LINK ROAD FROM NEZIA TO ARNIYANWAU 
(ID-9788) (CM ANNOUNCEMENT CODE 24716) + 5 OTHER WORKS 

04.09.2020 

29.09.2020 

EMD 

18.44 LAG 

https://etenders.hry.nic.in 

01666-240743 

xenhsamb.sirsal9@gmail.com 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT: www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in 

Samvad 82G45 
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Test by choice 

India needs a more nuanced approach 
to COVID-19 testing 

O n September 4, India crossed four million novel 
coronavirus cases, 13 days after crossing three 
million on August 22. On Saturday, the fresh 
cases reported surpassed China’s total recorded cases 
(90,070) so far. On Sunday, India surpassed Brazil to re¬ 
cord the second highest number of cases in the world. 
Since August, India has been reporting the highest 
number of cases each day, which has been steadily in¬ 
creasing from over 50,000 in the last week of July to 
over 60,000 in the first week of August, over 70,000 in 
the fourth week, before jumping to over 80,000 cases 
in September. Though the number of tests done each 
day has been over one million for the past week, the 
test positivity rate nationally is still high at 7.7%, indicat¬ 
ing that testing has to be ramped up. Though the testing 
done each day by many States has been growing, nearly 
50% of them are rapid antigen, of only about 50-60% 
sensitivity. Unfortunately, with no repeat testing of ne¬ 
gative cases and only a small percentage of people with 
symptoms but negative results being validated with a 
RT-PCR, many of the infected are not being diagnosed. 

The ICMR’s latest advisory provides for testing on de¬ 
mand to “ensure higher levels of testing”. While ramp¬ 
ing up testing is needed, testing on demand by anyone 
might not be the correct approach to adopt. The ICMR 
is theoretically making India’s 1.3 billion people eligible 
for a test, even when there is no capacity to undertake 
this. While it is a welcome measure, especially in the 
private sector, the general fear about infection might re¬ 
sult in diverting some of the government’s stretched 
health resources if it has to test those who do not, on 
the face of it, require a test. With States not validating 
the negative results from rapid antigen tests with RT- 
PCR, non-directed tests on demand might help more in 
increasing the number of tests done each day and 
hence in reducing the test positivity rate than in early 
detection and containment. The focus must remain on 
diagnosing the most probable cases listed out by the 
ICMR - those with symptoms or at high risk. Since ma¬ 
ny of those infected have mild or no symptoms, tests on 
demand might be particularly helpful in detecting cases 
that might otherwise have been missed. But such a stra¬ 
tegy should be restricted to clusters, hotspots, and con¬ 
tainment zones, besides dense urban areas with antici¬ 
pated high transmission in the unlock phase. Else, 
States might be forced to use their discretionary power 
to deny tests for people not exhibiting symptoms or in 
low-risk categories, or selectively charge for testing to 
pay for procurement of testing kits and to avoid more 
pressure on the testing infrastructure. There is also the 
possibility of an over-reliance on antigen testing to cope 
with the growing demand for testing. A more nuanced 
approach to testing guidelines is therefore necessary. 


Deal in danger 

A no-deal Brexit has economic costs and puts 
at risk the hard-won peace in Northern Ireland 

B ritish Prime Minister Boris Johnson’s move to set 
an October 15 deadline for reaching a post-Brexit 
U.K.-EU trade deal has raised fears of a no-deal 
scenario. While his threat hangs like the sword of Da¬ 
mocles above the negotiating teams, the British govern¬ 
ment is reportedly planning a piece of legislation that 
would overwrite parts of the withdrawal agreement - 
the divorce deal signed between the U.I<. and the EU 
last year. The agreement had sought to avoid a hard bor¬ 
der coming up between Northern Ireland, which is part 
of the U.K., and the Irish Republic, an EU member. Ac¬ 
cording to the Northern Ireland protocol, signed along¬ 
side the agreement, the region is expected to follow 
some EU rules in trade with the Irish Republic. The 
hard Brexiteers in Mr. Johnson’s Conservative Party 
were critical of this clause, claiming that it endangers 
the U.K.’s sovereignty. Now, the planned domestic legis¬ 
lation, the Internal Market and Finances Bill, will allow 
U.K. courts to follow new U.K. laws rather than the di¬ 
vorce agreement. Northern Ireland leaders have alrea¬ 
dy called it a “betrayal”. The real risk of cutting the re¬ 
gion oil' the EU customs code is that physical checks 
could emerge between the two Irelands, threatening 
the Good Friday agreement that brought peace. 

Though the U.K. formally exited the union, it conti¬ 
nues to abide by the EU rules during the transition pe¬ 
riod, which ends in December. The challenge is to 
reach a trade deal in the absence of which WTO trade 
rules will kick in, starting January. With weeks to go be¬ 
fore the deadline, there is still no consensus on issues 
such as workers’ rights, environmental regulations, 
state aid to businesses and the Irish border. While the 
EU wants the U.K. to adopt rules that are close to its 
own to ensure a “level playing field” in trade, the British 
government argues that the whole point of the EU di¬ 
vorce was to break free from common rules. Regarding 
Northern Ireland, the hard Brexiteers are opposed to 
any special treatment to the region. The new legislation 
suggests that the government is hardening its position 
on Ireland as well. Driven by English nationalist fer¬ 
vour, the British leadership appears to be blind to the 
economic and political consequences of its hard line. 
The Brexiteers have already pushed the U.K. into an un¬ 
enviable position in Europe. A no-deal exit will inflict 
severe economic costs on the British, at a time when the 
economy is in dire straits due to COVID-19. Besides, it 
risks disrupting peace in the island of Ireland. Mr. John¬ 
son and his cabinet should ask themselves whether the 
no-deal risk is worth taking. They should instead res¬ 
pect the withdrawal agreement, and be flexible in the 
talks as well as on deadlines. Both sides should focus on 
reaching a consensus on trade and other future rela¬ 
tions, and not on ending the relationship at any cost. 
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China’s LAC aggression, India’s obfuscation 

There a'e important reasons for the government's confusing claims, political grandstanding and blurring of facts 



HAPPYMON JACOB 


F or a political party that never 
misses out on even a remote 
opportunity to indulge in ag¬ 
gressive military talk, the Bharati¬ 
ya Janata Party and the govern¬ 
ment led by it seem to be sending 
out confusing signals about the on¬ 
going India-China stand-off on the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC). Me¬ 
dia reports about the Chinese ag¬ 
gression started trickling in from 
April this year, and yet there conti¬ 
nues to be little clarity even today 
either in the country’s strategic 
community or the general public 
on the exact nature of develop¬ 
ments on the China-India border. 
Did the Chinese soldiers indeed 
cross the LAC and capture Indian 
territory? Is the People’s Libera¬ 
tion Army (PLA) currently in pos¬ 
session of Indian territory? What 
exactly are the two sides talking 
about in their discussions pertain¬ 
ing to ‘disengagement’? How does 
New Delhi plan to retake lost terri¬ 
tory? 

Unanswered questions 

While the Prime Minister had 
claimed on June 20 that “neither 
has anyone intruded into the In¬ 
dian territory nor has anyone cap¬ 
tured any military posts”, the Mi¬ 
nistry of External Affairs’ press 
note of June 17 had said that “the 
Chinese side sought to erect a 
structure in Galwan valley on our 
side of the LAC”. Adding to this 
confusion, India’s Foreign Secre¬ 
tary Harsh Shringla said as recent¬ 
ly as in early September that it 
“cannot be business as usual” with 
China until the status quo is res¬ 
tored on the disputed border. One 
thing that emerges from these and 
other contradictory statements is 
that something is not adding up 
vis-a-vis the government’s claims 


about the LAC. Basic questions 
continue to remain unanswered. 

Soft steps, domestic politics 

What is also becoming clear is that 
the government is seeking soft 
measures in stitching together a 
response to China. The govern¬ 
ment’s approach, as the External 
Affairs Minister stated the other 
day, is that “a solution to the situa¬ 
tion has to be found in the domain 
of diplomacy”. Put differently, the 
BJP government has, on the one 
hand, decided not to reveal the ex¬ 
act nature of the situation on the 
LAC and, on the other hand, is at¬ 
tempting to negotiate Chinese 
withdrawal from Indian territory 
rather than using kinetic means or 
tit-for-tat measures to reclaim its 
territory. 

The BJP government’s inability 
to take a factual and unambiguous 
position on the LAC flows directly 
from its domestic political calcula¬ 
tions. Acknowledging Chinese 
possession of Indian territory is 
bad optics for a party whose hard¬ 
core supporters revel in the mili¬ 
tary bravado of the party. Objec¬ 
tive facts about adverse territorial 
possession matter, but not to eve¬ 
ryone. In BJP strongholds in the 
Hindi heartland, upbeat from the 
inauguration of the Ram temple 
and the Article 370 ‘victory’, what 
essentially matters is ‘feel good’ 
optics and high-pitched rhetoric 
about a strong and unrelenting na¬ 
tional leadership; not factual, ac¬ 
tual positions on the ground re¬ 
garding India’s national interest. 

Therefore, even if the BJP’s crit¬ 
ics, some ‘pestering’ quarters in 
the media, and the Opposition cry 
foul about the government’s han¬ 
dling of Chinese aggression on the 
LAC, it would hardly make any 
political difference to the party. 
The BJP is simply not bothered 
about how it is perceived other 
than among its core support base. 
More so, its rather bold policies in 
Kashmir and towards Pakistan ov¬ 
er the years have created sufficient 
political cushion to absorb a few 
misadventures or pushbacks, even 
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if they were to become public 
knowledge. Obfuscation of facts or 
confusing signals about the LAC 
stand-off, therefore, serve an im¬ 
portant purpose. 

Two-and-a-half front situation 

Yet another reason why there is a 
deliberate attempt to refrain from 
disclosing full facts of the Chinese 
action on the LAC to the public is 
also the recognition within the es¬ 
tablishment about the reality of a 
“two-and-a-half front situation”. 
Not that the Indian military and 
political leadership have not spo¬ 
ken about it before; but it is far ea¬ 
sier to talk about fighting a two- 
and-a-half front war than actually 
fighting, and winning, it. 

Today, we are literally facing a 
“two-and-a-half front situation” - 
a restive Kashmir, an aggressive 
China and a Pakistan that never 
misses an opportunity to get at In¬ 
dia - together forming a formida¬ 
ble national security challenge. 
While Pakistan’s interference in 
Kashmir is too well-known to be 
mentioned here, China may have 
emerged as a third key player in 
the Kashmir conflict. This has di¬ 
plomatically emboldened Pakis¬ 
tan, and it would be unwise for us 
to rule out more China-Pakistan 
military and diplomatic coordina¬ 
tion against Indian interests in the 
years ahead. Not that the two had 
not collaborated before, but this 
might see an increase in the days 
ahead. 

New Delhi’s strategists may 
have read this situation correctly. 
If so, it makes perfect sense for the 


political masters to underplay its 
gravity and seek a diplomatic solu¬ 
tion to address the most danger¬ 
ous piece in the “two-and-a-half 
front situation” - i.e. Chinese ag¬ 
gression on the LAC. In doing so, a 
confusing narrative is certainly 
helpful for domestic signalling. 

West’s support is limited 

India’s inability to clearly articu¬ 
late, identify and address the Chi¬ 
nese threat is also a function of 
another sobering realisation with¬ 
in the establishment regarding the 
limited utility when it comes to Eu¬ 
ro-American assistance in check¬ 
ing China in South Asia. In an in¬ 
ternational system that is 
preoccupied with the domestic 
political, economic and public 
health worries of COVID-19, there 
is little enthusiasm to resolutely 
stand by India in pushing back 
China. The unpredictability of U.S. 
President Donald Trump adds to 
Indian woes, and until a new Presi¬ 
dent is sworn in in January 2021, 
Washington DC’s ability to make 
up its mind and act on it vis-a-vis 
China-India affairs would be limit¬ 
ed. New Delhi does recognise this 
lukewarm global mood, and so 
does Beijing. Picking a fight with 
China, therefore, is not the wisest 
strategy; obfuscating the exact na¬ 
ture of the China threat is indeed a 
much better strategy. In democra¬ 
cies, sometimes partisan political 
interests trump national interests, 
and a deeply divided political 
landscape accentuates such parti¬ 
san considerations. 

The BJP’s diplomatic approach 
to deal with China’s aggressive 
land grab also stems from a capac¬ 
ity deficit. While a bean counting 
of the Chinese and Indian military 
capabilities might lead us to be¬ 
lieve that we are not militarily far 
inferior to China, what might off¬ 
set this consideration is China’s 
growing capabilities in domains 
such as cyber and space. While In¬ 
dia’s naval capabilities may be 
stronger in the Indian Ocean, 
growing Chinese naval capabilities 
and its increasing reach in the wid¬ 


er region around India are also 
likely to dampen India’s enthu¬ 
siasm about the Euro-Atlantic fo¬ 
cus on the Indo-Pacific and the 
Quad (or the Quadrilateral Securi¬ 
ty Dialogue, which is an informal 
strategic dialogue between the 
U.S., India, Japan, and Australia) 
as tools to check China in the mar¬ 
itime space. 

If India is serious about check¬ 
ing China’s maritime influence in 
the region, it would need to invest 
in more resources to improve its 
naval capabilities. But where will 
the money come from? The com¬ 
bined effect of a pre-existing eco¬ 
nomic slowdown and the impact 
of COVID-19 on the economy 
means that the government would 
struggle to meet its basic expendi¬ 
ture needs for the foreseeable fu¬ 
ture. Defence expenditure is 
bound to take a back seat, and the 
China threat is unlikely to make a 
difference. 

A dissonance 

The BJP-Ied government’s confus¬ 
ing claims, political grandstanding 
and obfuscation of facts have also 
led to a great deal of elite disso¬ 
nance within the Indian strategic 
community on how to address and 
deal with the China threat. In 
times of major crises, nations nor¬ 
mally stand together and speak in 
unison, but the LAC crisis does not 
seem to have brought the coun¬ 
try’s political and strategic elites 
together unlike say during the Kar- 
gil crisis or the Mumbai terror at¬ 
tacks. The BJP’s confusing claims, 
intended to obfuscate the real na¬ 
ture of the threat, have in many 
ways led to this elite dissonance. 
This could have lasting implica¬ 
tions for the country including for 
putting in place coordinated insti¬ 
tutional responses to external 
challenges. No useful theory of 
victory can be born out of political 
denials about strategic challenges. 


Happymon Jacob teaches national 
security at the School of International 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi 


The search for an end to the complex Naga conflict 

The Centre must note that most armed insurgencies find resolution in a grey zone called ‘compromise’ 



MAHENDRA L. KUMAWAT & 
VINAY KAURA 


D espite having huge strategic 
significance, India’s north¬ 
eastern frontier has largely 
remained marginal in the coun¬ 
try’s popular imagination as well 
as mainstream politics. The region 
has witnessed multiple crises in¬ 
cluding bloody insurgencies, but 
still lacks the emotional resonance 
of the Kashmir conflict due to geo¬ 
graphical, cultural, and ethnic fac¬ 
tors. 

Rooted in the politics of sub-na¬ 
tionalism, complexities of regional 
geopolitics and the evolving dy¬ 
namics of counterinsurgency tac¬ 
tics, the Naga insurgency has de¬ 
fied a lasting solution; it is an 
extraordinarily complicated con¬ 
flict whose management has in¬ 
volved a mix of violent response 
and bargaining. 

The absence of R.N. Ravi, the 
Nagaland Governor and the 
Centre’s interlocutor for Naga 
peace talks, in the recently-held 
meeting of the Naga peace process 
in New Delhi and the subsequent 
involvement of the Intelligence Bu¬ 
reau to carry the talks further only 
testifies the intractable nature of 
the conflict. But it is not negotiat¬ 
ing table alone where various is¬ 
sues pertaining to the Naga pro¬ 
blem are being discussed and 
addressed. The politics of its ‘reso¬ 


lution’ is taking place at multiple 
sites. 

‘Ceasefires’ and factions 

The Naga insurgency has come a 
long way, and so has the politics to 
contain it. In the early phase, the 
Naga insurgents were provided 
with what has come to be known 
as ‘safe haven’ in Myanmar. India’s 
adversaries (China and Pakistan) 
also provided them with vital ex¬ 
ternal support at one point of 
time. A major accommodative tac¬ 
tic in the form of statehood to Na¬ 
galand in 1963 was not successful. 
Thereafter, the constant pressure 
from security forces coerced the 
Naga National Council (NNC) to 
sign the Shillong Accord of 1975, 
whose offspring was the National 
Socialist Council of Nagalim 
(NSCN). When the NSCN split into 
several factions, the Centre res¬ 
ponded with entering into peace 
negotiations with almost each of 
them. But the undesirable out¬ 
come of these ‘ceasefires’ has been 
the creation and existence of un¬ 
spoken ‘spheres of influence’. It is 
these spheres that have come un¬ 
der increasing scrutiny and attack 
from the Centre through the Naga¬ 
land Governor. 

The Modi government and the 
National Socialist Council of Naga¬ 
lim (Isak-Muivah), or the NSCN-IM, 
the most powerful of the Naga in¬ 
surgent groups which has been in 
peace talks with the Centre since 
the 1997 ceasefire, had signed a 
framework agreement in August 
2015 which was claimed a historic 
achievement at that time. But a fi¬ 
nal accord has remained elusive 
since. When the Centre realised 
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that privileging one insurgent 
group could eventually distort the 
contours of the final peace accord, 
it subsequently enlarged the peace 
process by roping in seven other 
Naga insurgent groups under the 
umbrella of Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPG). But another im¬ 
portant group, the NSCN- Kha- 
plang, whose cadres are reported 
to be inside Myanmar, is still out¬ 
side the formal process. 

Culture of extortion 

Gwen this complex backdrop, Mr. 
Ravi’s recent letter to Nagaland’s 
Chief Minister Neiphu Rio seems 
to have opened a Pandora’s box. In 
his widely-circulated letter, Mr. Ra¬ 
vi had expressed his anguish over 
the culture of extortion and the 
collapse of general law and order 
situation in Nagaland, where or¬ 
ganised armed gangs run their 
own parallel ‘tax collection’ re¬ 
gimes. Extortions in the name of 
taxes have been a thorny facet of 
the Naga issue. The ‘taxes’ levied 
by insurgent groups are so intri¬ 
cately intertwined in almost all de¬ 
velopmental activities in Nagaland 
that any serious discussion of the 
issue has been conveniently avoid¬ 


ed. One of the major aims of the 
NSCN-IM has been to acquire for¬ 
mal recognition to this informal 
practice through negotiations. 

As the Governor has crossed the 
proverbial Rubicon, the NSCN-IM 
cannot be happy for the simple 
reason that it is loath to being 
branded as an ‘armed gang’ and is 
vehemently opposed to the treat¬ 
ment of the Naga issue as a ‘law 
and order’ problem. Offended by 
military actions initiated against 
its cadres in recent months, the 
NSCN-IM is equally unnerved over 
a recent directive by the Nagaland 
government asking its employees 
to self-declare the membership of 
any of their close relatives with un¬ 
derground groups. 

Unease over interpretations 

There has already been much de¬ 
bate and controversy about the in¬ 
terpretation of‘sovereignty’, as re¬ 
flected in the latest “Naga 
Independence Day” speech by 
NSCN-IM chief Thuingaleng Mui- 
vah. Demand for a separate flag 
and a ‘constitution’ has been a key 
hindrance in building trust among 
the parties. Some Indian States 
contiguous to Nagaland have been 
affected through the mobilisation 
of the Naga population in these 
States. That is why they are appre¬ 
hensive of the demand for ‘Greater 
Nagalim’, which would imply a 
ceding of their Naga-inhabited ter¬ 
ritories. Another significant issue 
is how the weapons in the NSCN- 
IM camps are going to be man¬ 
aged. As a ‘ceasefire’ group, its 
cadres are supposed to retain their 
weapons inside the designated 
camps for self-defence only, but 


more often than not, many in¬ 
fluential cadres are seen moving 
with weapons in civilian localities, 
leading to many problems. It 
would be an uphill task for the 
Centre to ensure that all weapons 
are surrendered at the time of the 
final accord. 

The last word 

The NSCN-IM has demanded the 
removal of Mr. Ravi as the Centre’s 
interlocutor in the peace process, 
asking for affirmation of the 2015 
framework agreement as being 
“alive in its original form”. What 
has further widened the trust defi¬ 
cit is the allegation by the NSCN-IM 
that the interlocutor has subtly 
manipulated the framework agree 
ment. Was it a case of over-pro¬ 
mise and under delivery on the 
part of Mr. Ravi? Nevertheless, the 
Centre must keep in mind that 
most of the armed insurgencies 
across the world do not end in 
either total victory or comprehen¬ 
sive defeat, but in a grey zone 
called ‘compromise’. It has be¬ 
come even more urgent in view of 
China’s unusually aggressive beha¬ 
viour in Ladakh. One need not for¬ 
get that some high-profile NSCN- 
IM commanders are reported to 
have fled last year to China’s Yun¬ 
nan province to seek Beijing’s 
support. 

Mahendra L. Kumawat is former 
Chairman, Ceasefire Monitoring Group, 
Nagaland and former Special Secretary, 
Internal Security, Ministry of Home 
Affairs. Vinay Kaura is Assistant 
Professor, Sardar Patel University of 
Police, Security and Criminal Justice, 
Rajasthan 
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NGOs, groups and funds 

The denial to clear the 
FCRA licences for four 
Christian organisations 
raises legitimate questions 
(Page 1, “Govt, suspends 
FCRA clearance of four 
Christian groups”, 
September 7). Though the 
report does not list a 
specific cause, it is clear 
that ‘religious conversion’ 
may have been the main 
reason. Many westerners 
espouse the Hindu religion, 
finding it empathetic 
toward their personal 
proclivities and sentiments. 
Many Hindu organisations 
conduct satsangs and 



theological expositions in 
non-Hindu countries. Even 
proponents of Hinduism 
engage in street 
proselytising and tract 
distribution in the western 
world. Are these to be 
indicted as attempts to 
religious conversion? If 
religious conversion is truly 
a post-modern bane then, 
as embryonic as it may 
sound, the Indian 
government must ban every 
non-Hindu from visiting 
temples and observing 
Hindu practices. As a 
society of the 21st century, 
the freedom to practise, 
promote and embrace ‘any’ 



religion should be viable. A 
true democracy operates 
with freedom as its flywheel 
and freedom of religion is 
definitely a major cog in it. 
Does not the Constitution 
of India embellish the right 
to practise and promote 
‘every’ religion in this 
country? 

Ian Christian. 

Vfllupuram, Tamil Nadu 

■ I neither oppose nor 
support the actions of the 
government. It is its 
prerogative to decide policy. 
But would the same scrutiny 
and strict measures apply 
equally to every other non¬ 



governmental organisation 
pumping money into the 
country? We need an answer. 

Ravi Charles, 

Tiruchi. Tamil Nadu 

Caution abandoned 

The shocking manner in 
which COVID-19 
management norms are 
being violated does not 
augur well for the country 
(Page 1, “COVID-19 norms 
violated on lockdown-free 
Sunday” September 7). 
Despite the Tamil Nadu 
Principal Secretary issuing 
guidelines and warning of 
fines in case there was a 
violation of safety protocols, 



it is a shame that there was 
much disobedience on the 
first lockdown-free Sunday in 
Tamil Nadu - at temples, at 
Marina beach, fish markets 
and even of politicians 
conducting a membership 
drive. With India surpassing 
Brazil to have the second 
highest cases in the world, 
such callousness does not 
augur well for the country, 
where health systems are 
being stretched to the 
maximum. 

D«. Thomas Palocaren, 

Vellore, Tamil Nadu 

■ What is wrong with our 
people! It is worrying that 
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there is a possibility now of 
the virus coming back with 
vigour and the government 
being forced to reimpose the 
lockdown. 

Leave alone the common 
man, even Ministers do not 
follow their own government 
guidelines. A Minister has 
even gone to the extent of 
saying that ’he has started 
living with corona and hence 
not wearing a mask’. Our 
elected representatives 
should be exemplary 
models. 

A.jAlNl'LABDEEN, 

Chennai 
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Nitish Kumar won’t have it easy 

Unemployment, poor law and order, and challenges to his leadership could affect his re-election chances 


Empower the youth first 

A focus on India’s youth is the first step towards self-reliance 



"The frontier of ‘hope’ that for long was associated with Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar might be crumbling." Mr. Kumar in Patna in February, -ranjeet kumar 



ATUL K. THAKUR 


The outcome of the 2020 Bihar As¬ 
sembly election will be determined 
by factors such as industrialisation, 
employment creation, infrastructure 
development, migration and inclu¬ 
sive growth. This is a welcome depar¬ 
ture from the past when politics in 
the State centred on polarising fac¬ 
tors such as caste, identity and social 
justice. More than the anti-incum¬ 
bency trend, this development 
shows that the frontier of‘hope’ that 
for long was associated with Chief 
Minister Nitish Kumar might be 
crumbling. 

Troubles within and outside 

For critics, the election seems to be 
all about finding a new leader and a 
new movement that will help them 
overcome their existential challeng¬ 
es. The Nitish Kumar-led National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA) govern¬ 
ment has failed to negotiate well with 
the Central government and get Bi¬ 
har its long-denied ‘special status’ as 
well as investments. Ground reports 
suggest that people have had enough 
of the old leadership. The NDA in Bi¬ 
har is aware of this, which is why it 
has been undermining the deep un¬ 
certainties related to COVID-19, the 
migrants’ issue, and the floods. 

What makes its troubles worse is 
the unrest in the NDA camp. The Lok 
Janshakti Party (IJP), which is part of 
the NDA, has launched repeated at¬ 
tacks against Mr. Kumar, including 
for his government’s “delayed and 
less than adequate response’’ in 
fighting COVID-19. LJP chief Ram Vi¬ 
las Paswan, who was once termed by 
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) president 
Lalu Prasad as a mausam vaigyanik 
(weatherman) for knowing in ad¬ 
vance the political trends and mak¬ 
ing decisions accordingly, is now be¬ 
ing seen as the man who can upset 
Mr. Kumar’s plan to be Bihar’s Chief 
Minister for the seventh time. MP 
Chirag Paswan’s campaign, ‘Bihar 
First, Bihari First’, is possibly the 
most frank assertion of his party’s 
stand against the apathy of the go¬ 
vernment towards matters concern¬ 


ing the masses and its autocratic way 
of functioning. Though the NDA is 
still in the race for a comeback with 
its massive disposable resources, 
state machinery and caste equation, 
Mr. Kumar’s leadership stands chal¬ 
lenged. 

There are other challenges for Mr. 
Kumar too. Even now, the RJD has an 
impressive cadre base in Bihar. The 
anti-incumbency factor, the growing 
sympathy for Mr. Prasad’s deteriorat¬ 
ing health, and stitching up a broad¬ 
er alliance can help the RJD. Former 
Union Minister Yashwant Sinha’s re¬ 
entry into active politics is making an 
impact in Bihar. His campaign for a 
‘Behtar Bihar (Better Bihar)’ is conso¬ 
lidating the old political ranks who 
for long were on the fringes in State 
politics. The success of this will de¬ 
pend on how he along with other 
parties can work on a comprehen¬ 
sive common minimum programme. 
Political strategist Prashant Kishor 
has not made his political preference 
public yet. Pappu Yadav’s Jan Adhi- 
kar Party has been at the forefront 
helping the migrants of Bihar across 
India. His hold on Seemanchal has 
tightened. Political crossovers too 
will be crucial in this election. 

The lack of industrial employment 
in the State has led to high outmigra¬ 


tion from Bihar. And with the pan¬ 
demic and the sudden lockdown im¬ 
posed by the Central government, 
thousands found themselves sud¬ 
denly stranded in other States with¬ 
out jobs or a source of income. Many 
began returning to Bihar. However, 
the State government has been un¬ 
able to do anything for their welfare 
by announcing a substantial eco¬ 
nomic package or creating a blue¬ 
print for gainful employment. 

The floods issue in Bihar cannot 
be overlooked. According to the 
State Disaster Management Depart¬ 
ment, this year’s flood swamped 
1,232 panchayats across 16 districts of 
the State. About 70 lakh people were 
affected, and 24 died. Sadly, in the 
last 15 years, water cooperation bet¬ 
ween India and Nepal has waned. 
Not much has been done to avert dis¬ 
asters and use water resources for 
productive purposes, including the 
generation of hydroelectricity, in the 
Terai region. The acute mishandling 
of the reverse migration crisis and 
the floods are two pressing factors 
this election. They add significantly 
to the anti-incumbency factor. 

Following Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi’s style of blaming India’s 
first Prime Minister Jawaharlal Neh¬ 
ru’s policies for the current mess in 


his regime, Bihar’s Deputy Chief Mi¬ 
nister Sushil Kumar Modi blamed the 
Lalu Prasad-Rabri Devi regime for 
not building enough hospitals in the 
State. According to a report in The 
Lancet, Bihar is among the most vul¬ 
nerable States during this pandemic 
as its public health infrastructure is 
extremely poor to handle a crisis like 
this. 

Bihar’s other development indica¬ 
tors are no better. According to the 
Centre for Monitoring Indian Econo¬ 
my (CMIE), in June 2020, Bihar’s un¬ 
employment rate was nearly double 
the national average in the year end¬ 
ing June 2019. Earlier, another CMIE 
report stated that Bihar’s unemploy¬ 
ment rate increased by 31.2 percen¬ 
tage points in April 2020, rising up to 
46.6%. Unemployment had risen 
from 1.6% in April 2017 to the current 
rate. These figures question the myth 
surrounding Mr. Kumar’s sushashan 
(good rule). Moreover, an extremely 
poor law and order situation makes 
the overall scenario worse in Bihar. 

Crisis over numbers 

At the height of the COVID-19 crisis, 
the State government replaced the 
Principal Secretary (Health), Sanjay 
Kumar, who was known for regularly 
updating the public on the number 
of COVID-19 cases and deaths in the 
State. Since then, confusion has pre¬ 
vailed over the numbers. On August 
3, in the State Assembly, Bihar’s 
Health Minister Mangal Pandey said 
that of the total of 6.12 lakh tests car¬ 
ried out for COVID-19 in the State till 
August 1, 3.24 lakh had been carried 
out through RT-PCR. However, con¬ 
tradicting this, the Chief Minister 
stated that less than 10% of the tests 
are being done through RT-PCR. 
Whom do we believe? Also, Bihar is 
relying on antigen tests. These tests 
have low credibility. Therefore, the 
actual number of cases cannot be as¬ 
certained through these tests. 

With Bihar facing so many crises, 
it remains to be seen if Mr. Kumar 
will emerge from this poll unscathed. 
History will be kinder to Mr. Kumar 
and Deputy Chief Minister Sushil Ku¬ 
mar Modi if they acknowledge the 
problems of their administration and 
the opportunities foregone under 
their rule and work out a plan to 
tackle those in the poll agenda. 


Atul K. Thakur is a policy pwfessional and 
columnist. Email: atulmthakur@gmail.com 



On Independence Day, the Prime Minister 
belaboured his government’s leitmotif of an 
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’. In today’s India, we 
can achieve that goal of self-reliance only if 
we enhance our citizens’ capabilities. Given 
our demographic composition, we must be¬ 
gin by empowering our youth. 

Are we investing in our youth? 

The 2014 National Youth Policy (NYP) de¬ 
fined youth as persons between 15 and 29 
years. This cohort accounted for 27.5% of the 
population then. According to the NYP re¬ 
port, the Central government spends about 
?2,710 per youth on education, skill develop¬ 
ment, employment, healthcare and food 
subsidies. The total amount is pegged at 
more than ?90,000 crore. Assuming that 
States spend an equal amount, the total in¬ 
vestment in our youth would be under 1% of 
the GDP, hardly commensurate with their 
population and potential. 

A World Bank report pegged the projected 
cost (read: loss) of not investing in children 
and youth at 4% of the GDP every year. Of 
this, the costs of unemployment account for 
0.6%. As of 2017-18, youth participation in In¬ 
dia’s labour force was 38.3%. Drawing from 
the 2018 State of Working India Report, we 
peg the youth unemployment rate to be at 
least 18.3% (3.47 crore youths). About 30% of 
youth fall under the ‘neither in employment 
nor in education’ category and 33% of India’s 
skilled youth are unemployed. Further, 
around 50 lakh youth are expected to be en¬ 
tering the workforce annually. Following the 
COVID-19 lockdown, the CMIE estimated a 
loss of 14 crore jobs in April alone of which 
2.7 crore concerned youth. These numbers, 
coupled with impending grim implications 
of the pandemic, have landed us in unchart¬ 
ed turbulent economic waters. 

The way forward 

The aspirational younger generation born af¬ 
ter 1991 invariably hold the key to India’s 
economic and political future. India has just 
a decade’s time to seize the opportunity and 
realise this youth demographic dividend. 
Therefore, it is an appropriate time to launch 
an Indian Youth Guarantee (IYG) pro¬ 
gramme, akin to the European Union Youth 
Guarantee (EU-YG) but tuned to our coun¬ 
try’s context. EU-YG emerged in 2010 at a 
time when youth unemployment rates were 


soaring above 20%. An IYG initiative, with 
statutory backing, can function as a facilita- 
tory framework for ensuring gainful and pro¬ 
ductive engagement of youth. 

At a time of fiscal stress, one way to allo¬ 
cate budgetary resources would be to create 
a Youth Component Plan, earmarking a 
specific percentage of funds under a sepa¬ 
rate head on the lines of the Special Compo¬ 
nent Plan for the Scheduled Castes and the 
Tribal Sub-Plan. The Youth Component Plan 
would be formulated by States/Union Terri¬ 
tories/Central Ministries to channelise flow 
of outlays and benefits proportional to the 
percentage of youth population based on 
sub-regional requirements. 

IYG should not be just another budgetary 
scheme. Its strategic goal should be to ensure 
that within a fixed time frame, young people 
graduating from college or losing a job either 
find a good quality job suited to their educa¬ 
tion and experience or acquire skills re¬ 
quired to find a job through an apprentice¬ 
ship. An important aspect of IYG should be 
to rope in the district administration and lo¬ 
cal bodies for effective outcomes. Existing 
youth schemes and skilling infrastructure 
need to be dovetailed and streamlined while 
leveraging industry to enable an in situ em¬ 
powerment of youth. 

Learning from MGNREGA 

The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Em¬ 
ployment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) has 
been very effective in providing rural liveli¬ 
hood security and social protection. Yet only 
about 4% of youth in the labour force have 
been impacted by it. While an urban youth 
employment programme will be a new inter¬ 
vention, we believe that rural youth employ¬ 
ment should be instituted alongside MGNRE¬ 
GA. IYG needs to be implemented across the 
country to address youth unemployment 
particularly given the rapid structural chang¬ 
es in the economy. 

How would such a guarantee identify the 
needs of the youth? The Youth Development 
Index (YDI) in India serves as an advisory 
and monitory tool for youth development. It 
helps recognise priority areas, gaps and al¬ 
ternative approaches specific to each State. 
The index also packs a new dimension of so¬ 
cial inclusion to assess the inclusiveness of 
societal progress due to prevalence of sys¬ 
temic inequalities. In short, YDI can be revi¬ 
sited and deployed to play a vital role in 
crafting a region-specific IYG. A focus on our 
youth is the first step towards self-reliance. It 
is time we summon the political will to gua¬ 
rantee our youth a viable future. 

C.R. Kesavan is a former Vice President of the Rajiv 
Gandhi National Institute of Youth Development. K.R. 
Vigttesh Karthik is a doctoral researcher at King’s 
College, London 


Reviving the economy 

The first step is to acknowledge that an issue exists 



FROM THE ARCHIVES 


GQUR AV VALLABH 

Such has been the great fall of the In¬ 
dian economy that the issue is as la¬ 
mentable on the surface as it is a few 
data points deeper. The analysis of 
the quarterly GDP number for Q1 
2020-21 needs to be fair and ba¬ 
lanced. Though no magic could have 
brought encouraging results, the per¬ 
formance has been way below 
anyone’s expectations. The numbers 
for Q1 will be even lower in reality as 
they don’t account for the informal 
sector, the hardest hit. 

Four key indicators 

For coming up with an approach to 
resolve an issue, the first step is to 
acknowledge that an issue exists. Liv¬ 
ing in denial might delay the realisa¬ 
tion but not the outcome. I am afraid 
that is precisely what’s happening 
right now. The signs of economic pa¬ 
ralysis were evident for the last 18 
months or more. The quarterly GDP 
growth numbers had been falling for 
the last nine quarters, barring Q4 of 
2018-19. Out of many, four key indica¬ 
tors have had me worried for the last 
18 months. First, the Gross Fixed 
Capital Formation (as % of GDP) had 
been on a constant decline (except in 
2018) between 2014 and 2019, falling 
from 30.1% to 27.4%. Developing 
countries generally invest heavily in 
fixed assets to increase aggregate de¬ 
mand and prepare capacities to meet 
future demands. Second, consumer 
demand in urban India. Exactly a 
year ago, domestic car sales were on 
a steady decline for nine consecutive 
months with a 41.09% decline in sales 
in August 2019. Even commercial 
vehicle sales were down by 39% indi¬ 
cating a fall in industrial activity. 
Third, weak FMCG demand in the ru¬ 
ral economy. Data from India Ratings 
indicated that average real rural wage 
growth dropped from 11.18 % in FY13- 
FY15 to just 0.45 % in FY16-FY18. No 
wonder consumer confidence was 
badly hit, leading to sluggish de¬ 
mand. Last, the eight core sectors re 
gistered a growth of -0.2% in August 
2019, indicating that there was not 
only an issue with the demand but al¬ 
so with our preparedness for supply. 

At a time when there should have 
been an acknowledgement of the 
problem at hand and a plan for reso¬ 
lution and revival, there was a game 
of musical chairs going on, except no 



one wanted to take the chair of 
blame. Eventually, urban millennials 
were blamed for low passenger vehi¬ 
cle sales as they now prefer app- 
based taxis to owning cars. Good 
box-office collections were cited as a 
proof of a healthy economy. Earlier, 
Jawaharlal Nehru was to blame for 
the economy, now it is said to be an 
“act of God”. No one admits that it 
was the botched-up policymaking 
and implementation of Modi 1.0 and 
Modi 2.0 that has led to all of this. 

Before we even start with the re¬ 
commendations, let’s analyse where 
we stand at the moment. The invest¬ 
ment appetite of urban households is 
low, urban consumption is low. 
There is contraction in the eight core 
sectors indicating that even if de¬ 
mand picks up, we are not well 
placed to meet those demands. The 
only saving grace is the rural econo¬ 
my. Rural demand has been better 
than urban demand thanks to a sur¬ 
plus monsoon and a higher disposa¬ 
ble income through MGNREGA 
wages. 

The way forward 

Policymaking and implementation 
around three things need to be given 
a long, hard thought. First, the urban 
economy has to get running. Invest¬ 
ments need to go up and this has to 
be driven by private and household 
investments since the contribution in 
capital formation by the government 
and the public sector is only 24%. So, 
government spending alone won’t 
help. Creating more jobs is the need 
of the hour. Second, the rural growth 
model needs to be sustainable. In¬ 
creasing disposable income may 
work in the short term but it would 
be more sustainable to increase job 
opportunities at the rural level and 
strengthen MGNREGA. Third, there 
needs to be a massive push on infras¬ 
tructural spending to boost the core 
sector demand and generate jobs. Ex¬ 
tending MGNREGA to cities and 
towns will also attract migrant work¬ 
ers to move to the cities again. Last, 
with a focus on demand generation, 
supply issues need to be sorted. The 
eight core sectors that have shown 
contraction would need structural 
reforms to bring them back on track. 

Gourav Vallabh is Professor of Finance and 
national spokesperson, Congtess party. 
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/-v pP ^_1 The amount of rail freight transported can serve as an early indicator of India’s economic health. 

8 111 fnp Between April and June of FY2021, goods transported fell drastically due to the COVID-19- 

w induced lockdown. Commodities such as coal and cement were the worst hit while the transport of 
foodgrains and fertilizers saw significant increases. This drop may further hit the already maligned 

8-1. ClvIVJf Railways' balance sheets. By Sumant Sen and Vignesh Radhakrishnan 


1. SHARP DROP IN GOODS CARRIED | The graph shows 
the y-o-y % change in Net Tonne Kilometre (NTKM) of 
freight carried in the April-June and April-August periods 
across years. One NTKM is the net weight of goods 
carried for a kilometre. The freight carried declined by 
27% y-o-y in the April-June period in FY2021. The decline 
was arrested to an extent in July and August. The freight 
carried declined by 18% y-o-y in the April-August period, 
9% points lower than April-June 



3. RAIL TROUBLE I The graph shows the revenue earned 
and the working expenses incurred by the Railways during 
the April-May period across years. While the revenue 


earned significantly reduced, the expenses incurred 
recorded only a marginal decline 
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2. COMMODITY-WISE CHANGE IN FREIGHT 

The graph shows the % change in NTKM of freight 
carried in FY2021 compared to the FY2011-2020 
average. The comparison is done for two periods: April 
to June and April to August. For instance, in April to 
June, the amount of coal transported declined by 42% in 
FY2021 compared to the FY2011-2020 average. Whereas 
in April-August, it declined by 36% in FY21 compared 
to the FY11-20 average. This means that the decline 
was arrested to an extent in July and August. Compared 
to the average, the amount of foodgrains transported 
increased by over 40% in FY21 due to various food 
security measures introduced by the government 
during the lockdown _ . . 

50%' Foodgrains 


Fertilizers also recorded an increase. 
This reflected in the record increase 
in the kharif crop-sown area in 
.JFY21 and in the fact that fa.rr 
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FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 8 . 1970 

De-recognition: Princes notified 

The Finance Minister, Mr. Y.B. Chavan, an¬ 
nounced in the Rajya Sabha to-day the Presi¬ 
dent’s decision to de-recognise all the Rulers 
and thereby terminate their privy purses 
and privileges with immediate effect. But he 
assured the de-recognised princes that the 
Government would honour its declared pol¬ 
icy of making transitional payments to ena¬ 
ble them to make the necessary adjustment 
to the changed circumstances. Even before 
Mr. Chavan made the announcement, the 
Home Secretary to the Government of India 
despatched letters individually to all the 278 
princes - and other beneficiaries of the pri¬ 
vy purses in Gujarat where the law of primo¬ 
geniture does not apply in all cases - formal¬ 
ly notifying them of the President’s decision. 
Altogether about 320 former princes and 
their dependents will be affected by this de¬ 
cision abolishing the very concept of ruler- 
ship and terminating the privy purses to 
them. The 278 former Rulers who are regu¬ 
lar recipients of privy purses include Dr. Ka¬ 
ran Singh, the Maharaja of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, whose privy purse was paid all these 
years not on the basis of any covenant 
signed by his father after the State’s acces¬ 
sion but on the strength of the letters patent 
exchanged with the Government of India at 
the time of the renunciation of his ruling 
powers. 


A HUNRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 8 . 1920 

India’s Defence 

(From an Editorial) 

Soon after the war began and India was 
“bled white” in men and material and left 
with hardly 15,000 troops to defend the 
country and to keep in subjection 315 mil¬ 
lions of loyal people. Lord Chelmsford suc¬ 
ceeded Lord Hardinge as Viceroy and his 
military training and instincts prompted the 
formation of an Indian Defence Force. A lo¬ 
cal force in the shape of volunteers existed; 
but such a force was clearly unfitted both by 
lack of training and good material for the 
double task of defending India against fo¬ 
reign aggression, and maintaining British 
power and prestige in case of local disor¬ 
ders. Hence the Indian Defence Force, com¬ 
posed mainly of Europeans and Anglo-In¬ 
dians was brought into being. Complusion 
to join the force was used where necessary 
in the case of Europeans and Anglo-Indians, 
and Indians were permitted to volunteer for 
service. 
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Testing level, fresh cases dip in Telangana, Kerala 

Samples tested in Telangana down sharply on Sunday; Karnataka reports 141 deaths; Andhra Pradesh records lower incidence after 12 days 


Handy tool 


Pulse oximeters help check oxygen saturation 
levels of mildly symptomatic COVID-19 patients 
amid shortage of hospital beds. The graph shows 
the spread of the pandemic in the southern States 



Quick check: A political party worker checking the 
oxygen level of a person using a pulse oximeter at 
the Press Club in Vijayawada. ■ k.v.s. giri 
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Kerala CM, Ministers 
under observation 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan is under observation 
and due for an antigen test 
after Finance Minister T.M. 
Thomas Isaac tested positive 
for COVID-19 on Sunday. 
Health Minister K.K. Shylaja 
and Industries Minister E.P. 
Jayarajan are also under 
observation. They had 
attended a State secretariat 
meeting of the CPI(M) on 
Friday alongside Dr. Isaac. 

Doctor held for running 
COVID centre without nod 

ELURU 

Andhra Pradesh police 
arrested Murali Krishna Super 
Speciality Hospital managing 
director Murali Krishna for 
allegedly running COVID-19 
care centre without the 
government permission. A 
team of officials raided the 
hospital on August 23 and 
found that the management 
was providing treatment to 
the patients without 
obtaining permission from 
the government. 

Telangana likely to bring 
new Revenue Act 

HYDERABAD 

The Business Advisory 
Committee of the Telangana 
Legislative Assembly has 
decided to conduct the 
monsoon session till 
September 28. The Telangana 
government is likely to 
introduce the new Revenue 
Act, a comprehensive 
legislation to ensure efficient 
and transparent functioning 
of the revenue 

administration, in the ensuing 
monsoon session of the 
Legislature. 

Two Maoists killed in 
encounter in Telangana 

BHADRADRI-KOTHAGUDEM 

The CPI (Maoist) suffered a 
jolt in the district as two of its 
armed cadres were killed in 
an "exchange of fire" with the 
police in the Vaddipeta- 
Pusuguppa forest area in 
Charla mandal on Monday 
afternoon. The identity of the 
duo could not be immediately 
known, sources said. 


SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD 

Telangana’s COVID-19 testing 
took a dive again on Sunday. 
While 60,000 samples were 
analysed on a daily basis ov¬ 
er the past two weeks, lead¬ 
ing to detection of over 
2,500 cases a day, only 
36,593 tests were conducted 
on September 6 and 1,802 
tested positive. 


OfrVID-19 


Reduced testing on Sun¬ 
days began from July 26. The 
new cases included 245 from 
Greater Hyderabad Munici¬ 
pal Corporation, 158 from 
Rangareddy, 136 from Karim- 
nagar, 103 from Sangareddy 
and 106 from Siddipet. Nine 
more COVID-19 patients 
died. 

There were 31,635 active 
cases, apart from 895 deaths. 
The State Health department 
said, of 1,42,771 total cases, 
98,512 were asymptomatic. 


KRISH NA DAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Mon¬ 
day said the Madras High 
Court’s decision to acquit a 
man sentenced to death for 
the daylight murder of his 
daughter’s Dalit husband in 
the sensational Udumalpet 
honour lolling case in Tamil 
Nadu was a “matter requir¬ 
ing serious consideration”. 

A Bench led by Justice 
Sanjay Kishan Kaul admitted 
a criminal appeal filed by the 
State government 

immediately. 

The High Court acquitted 
B. Chinnasamy on June 22. 
The trial court had awarded 
him the death penalty. The 
High Court also modified the 
death penalty of the hit men 
Chinnasamy had hired to life 
sentence. The verdict sent 


Andhra Pradesh’s case tal¬ 
ly stood at 5,06,493 on Mon¬ 
day with 8,368 new infec¬ 
tions. For the first time after 
12 days, the day’s cases were 
below 10,000. 

It became the second 
State after Maharashtra to 
witness five lakh cases. 

The State claims a higher 
testing ratio and lower death 
rate than Maharashtra. 

Andhra Pradesh topped in 
the number of confirmed 
cases per million at 9,485 
while Maharashtra had 7,264 
and Tamil Nadu 6,019. 

Seventy deaths were re¬ 
ported over the past day and 
the toll rose to 4,417. 

Nearly six months after its 
first COVID-19 case, Karnata¬ 
ka breached the four lakh 
mark to touch 4,04,324, as 
5,773 persons tested positive 
on Monday. Over 53% of this 
case load was reported in Au¬ 
gust. With 97,001 active cas¬ 
es, Karnataka was in third 
position among States. 
Fuelled by a spike in cases in 


shock waves across the 
State. 

The crime dates back to 
March 2016. The hirelings 
waylaid the couple near a 
bus-stand and hacked them 
with sharp weapons. Kausa- 
Iya, Chinnasamy’s daughter, 
survived. But V. Shankar, her 
husband of only a few 
months, died. She became 
the prime prosecution wit¬ 
ness against her family in the 
case. 

The State government, re¬ 
presented by Additional Ad¬ 
vocate General Balaji Srini- 
vasan and State counsel M. 
Yogesh Kanna, said the case 
came under the “rarest of 
rare category” and deserved 
the death penalty. 

“It is time to stamp out 
these barbaric feudal acts 
which are a slur on the na- 


Bengaluru, the situation took 
a turn for the worse in July 
breaching the 2,000 mark 
per day initially and jumping 
to over 5,000 per day and la¬ 
ter over 9,000 cases a day. 

With 141 new deaths, the 


tion”, it submitted in the 
court. 

Mr. Srinivasan and Mr. 
Kanna urged the court to de¬ 
cide the case expeditiously. 

In its appeal, the State ob¬ 
jected to the conclusion of 
the High Court that there 
was no evidence of a conspi¬ 
racy for murder. 

“The case involves ho¬ 
nour killing by the parents of 
the girl who loved and mar¬ 
ried Shankar, who belongs 
to a Scheduled Caste com¬ 
munity by hatching a conspi¬ 
racy and engaging hirelings 
to commit the gruesome 
murder”, it said. 

Kausalya herself had com¬ 
plained about her parents 
threatening the couple say¬ 
ing “she cannot live with a 
person belonging to lower 
caste”, the State said. 


toll touched 6,534 on Mon¬ 
day. From September 1 till 
date, the State added 61,901 
cases. On August 31, while 
the total number of cases 
stood at 3,42,423, Bengaluru 
Urban recorded 1,29,125 cas- 

NIA: accused 
erased data 
from consoles 

SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 
KOCHI 

The two accused - Sum it 
Kumar Singh of Bihar and 
Daya Ram of Rajasthan - in 
the case of computer parts 
theft from the Indigenous 
Aircraft Carrier (IAC) being 
built in the Cochin Shi¬ 
pyard had accessed and 
erased the sensitive data in 
one of the four Multi Func¬ 
tion Consoles, according to 
the National Investigation 
Agency. 

The agency dropped the 
charges of waging war 
against the nation and col¬ 
lecting arms with the inten¬ 
tion of waging war against 
the nation (Section 121 and 
122 of the of the IPC) 
against the accused while 
retaining the cyber terro¬ 
rism charges under Section 
66F(1)(B) of the Informa¬ 
tion Technology Act. 


On Monday, when CO¬ 
VID-19 testing seemed to 
have dipped in Kerala with 
just 20,215 samples, fresh 
cases reported too went 
down to 1,648. 


STAFF REPORTER 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Pangode police on Mon¬ 
day arrested a junior health 
inspector for allegedly rap¬ 
ing a woman who visited his 
house to collect a COVID-19 
negative certificate after 
completion of her mandated 
quarantine period. 

Pradeep Kumar, who hails 
from Bharathannoor near 
Pangode, was arrested on a 
complaint by the victim with 
the Vellarada police. 

The victim, who had un¬ 
dergone quarantine in a re¬ 
lative’s house in Kulathupuz- 
ha, used to be monitored by 
health workers attached to 
the government-run hospi¬ 
tal. On completion of the 
quarantine period, the ac¬ 
cused allegedly insisted that 
she collect the COVID nega- 


The cumulative case bur¬ 
den of the State now stood at 
89,489, with 22,066 patients 
currently being treated in va¬ 
rious hospitals. 

The COVID-19 toll in the 
State rose to 359 on Monday 
with the addition of 12 more 
deaths in the provisional list 
of the Health Department. 
Seven deaths were in Thiru- 
vananthapuram, three in 
Kozhikode and one each in 
Thrissur and Ernakulam. 

Even with lower case 
numbers, 94% - or 1,556 out 
of 1,648 new cases - were lo¬ 
cally acquired infections. 

Kannur reported the max¬ 
imum number of new cases 
among districts on Monday 
with 260 cases, followed 
closely by Thiruvananthapu- 
ram with 253. 

Malappuram had 187 cas¬ 
es, Kottayam 154, Kasaragod 
134, Ernakulam 130, Thrissur 
128, Palakkad 118, Kozhikode 
103, Alapuzha 78, Kollam 71, 
Pathanamthitta 24 and Iduk- 
ki and Wayanad recorded 


tive certificate from his 
house. 

According to the police, 
he illegally confined the vic¬ 
tim as soon as she reached 
his house on September 3, 
gagged her and tied her to 
his bed before repeatedly 
raping her. He also allegedly 


four cases each. 

Another 5,776 persons 
tested positive for COVID-19 
in Tamil Nadu on Monday, 
taking the overall tally to 
4,69,256. 

As many as 5,930 persons 
were discharged after treat¬ 
ment, while 89 more per¬ 
sons, including two teenag¬ 
ers, succumbed to the 
infection in the State. 

A total of 51,215 persons 
are presently under treat¬ 
ment for COVID-19 in the 
State, while a total of 4,10,116 
persons were discharged af¬ 
ter treatment. The State’s toll 
climbed to 7,925. 

A 90-year-old man, who 
had tested positive for CO¬ 
VID-19 and had co-morbidi¬ 
ties, was discharged from the 
Rajiv Gandhi Government 
Hospital (RGGGH) on Mon¬ 
day after 34 days of hospital¬ 
isation. 

(With inputs from Vijaya¬ 
wada, Bengaluru, Thiruva- 
nanthapuram and Chennai 
bureaus) 


threatened her that he 
would recommend police 
action against her on the 
false charge of violating qua¬ 
rantine. She was purported¬ 
ly confined until the next ~\~ 
day. The accused was taken 
to his house by the police to 
collect evidence. 


HC’s acquittal in Udumalpet case 
needs serious consideration: SC 

Bench admits criminal appeal filed bv Tamil Nadu govt. 


Junior health inspector held 
on rape charge in Kerala 

The woman visited his house for COVID-19 negative certificate 



Rage on street: Youth Congress workers staging a protest in 
Thiruvananthapuramovertheabuseofa patient, -s.mahinsha 


‘Starting as consumer, BCA 
graduate turned drug dealer’ 


Gang used app-based services to courier drugs: police 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
BENGALURU 

Many of those arrested in a 
special drive against drug 
menace were young grad¬ 
uates or working profession¬ 
als. The brain behind one of 
the bigger networks, where 
a gang of 11 allegedly sourced 
drugs from suppliers on the 
darknet, did his bachelors in 
computer applications 
(BCA) from a reputed college 
in the city. 

“The accused, Keval M. 
Lohith, moved from being a 
consumer to a drug dealer 
after attending a few rave 
parties in Goa and Bengalu¬ 
ru. He initially purchased 
synthetic drugs from his 
contacts, primarily dealers 
from Nigeria. He allegedly 


expanded and started get¬ 
ting supply from dealers op¬ 
erating on the darknet. As 
his consumer base expand¬ 
ed, Keval hired a few of his 
friends and delivery partn¬ 
ers offering *500 per deliv¬ 
ery to clients,” said Deputy 
Commissioner of Police 
(East) S.D. Sharanappa. 

Another key ac¬ 
cused, Mohamed Hafi- 
zulla, is a B.Com dro¬ 
pout who was formerly 
employed in a product 
promotion company 
owned by Vaibhav Jain, 
one of the accused in the 
high-profile drug case with 
links to the Kannada film in¬ 
dustry that the Central 
Crime Branch is investigat¬ 
ing, said a senior police offi¬ 


cial. Hafizulla started his 
own event organising firm. 

He started organising par¬ 
ties and supplying drugs to 
guests. Clients included stu¬ 
dents of schools and colleg¬ 
es, Mr. Sharanappa said. 

Meanwhile, the South 
East division police, as part 
of the drive, arrested 10 per¬ 
sons, including four 
students and the son 
of a KSRP head consta¬ 
ble, for allegedly ped¬ 
dling drugs. 

Both Lohith and Ha¬ 
fizulla used delivery 
partners working for app- 
based services like Dunzo 
and bike taxi aggregator Ra- 
pido to ferry consignments 
to their clients, said the pol¬ 
ice. 


o 
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Inaugural ride 



Kerala CM rallies MPs 
against leasing of airport 

Members to put pressure on Centre 


SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 
THIK U VANA NTHA PU RAM 

A meeting of MPs chaired by 
Kerala Chief Minister Pina¬ 
rayi Vijayan on Monday de¬ 
cided to put pressure on the 
Centre to prevent the move 
to hand over the operations 
of the Thiruvananthapuram 
International Airport to the 
Adani Group. 

Mr. Vijayan said the 
State government 
would not cooperate 
with the development 
of the airport if the 
Centre pushed ahead 
with the move to lease it to 
the private entity. 

He also told the MPs to 
ask the Centre to hand over 
the management, develop¬ 
ment and operations of the 
airport to an entity in which 
the State government had a 


controlling stake. Mr. Vi¬ 
jayan pointed to Kannur and 
Kochi airports as examples. 
The government had suc¬ 
cessfully operated the air¬ 
ports under a public-private 
partnership. 

BPCL issue 

The MPs also agreed to op¬ 
pose the move to priv¬ 
atise BPCL, the coun¬ 
try’s largest 

petroleum company, 
in Parliament. Kerala 
had invested heavily 
in the Kochi refinery 
and has now extended it a 
loan of *1,500 crore. It was 
essential to retain the BPCL 
refinery in Kochi in the pu¬ 
blic sector. The government 
had planned a retro-chemi¬ 
cal park there at the cost of 
*25,0000 crore, he said. 


© 
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Who will lead the ‘Jamboo Savari’ this time? 

Mysuru Dasara high-power committee to take a call today; Abhimanyu likely choice to replace Arjuna 



Lead elephant: Arjuna has been carrying the 750-kg golden 
howdah in Jamboo Savari. -file photo 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
MYSURU 

Will Abhimanyu, the 55-year- 
old tusker, get the nod for 
carrying the 750-kg golden 
howdah in this year’s ‘Jam¬ 
boo Savari’ of Mysuru Dasara 
as a ‘successor’ to the incum¬ 
bent lead elephant Arjuna? 
This question has surfaced 
ahead of the crucial Dasara 
High Power Committee 
meeting which is scheduled 
in Bengaluru for Tuesday to 
decide on the nature of the 
annual festivities in October 
although the government 
had already announced that 
the celebrations would be a 
low-key affair in view of the 
pandemic. 

The meeting is also ex¬ 
pected to take a call on 
whether to keep the ‘Jamboo 



Savari’ within the palace pre¬ 
mises over curbs on public 
gatherings and the number 
of elephants in this year’s 
Dasara squad. The tall tusker 



Arjuna took over the mantle 
from Balarama, a veteran, 
and carried the howdah with 
great precision since 2012, 
winning the hearts of many. 



Ahead of the festivities 
amidst the pandemic, the 
authorities had been com¬ 
pelled to look for a successor 
to the lead elephant since Ar¬ 
juna turned 60 and ageing 
jumbos are not used for any 
stressful work in view of gui¬ 
delines. Prior to ‘Jamboo Sa¬ 
vari’, the lead elephant un¬ 
dergoes weight carrying 
training with sand bags and a 
wooden replica of the how¬ 
dah having the same mass as 
‘Ambari’ on its back as a part 
of rehearsal for the big day. 

No final decision has been 
taken on whether the stately 
jumbo, which has been a star 
attraction at the finale since 
the last eight years, would be 
retired from performing the 
big task over age factor. 

Balarama had carried the 



howdah for 13 years in a row 
before attaining superannua¬ 
tion from the role of lead ele¬ 
phant. It is still part of the 
Dasara squad as an accompa¬ 
nying jumbo because of its 
commendable service. 

The next jumbo in the elite 
list which has all the merits 
and is considered on par 
with Arjuna is Abhimanyu, 
best known for its astuteness 
in the operations for captur¬ 
ing errant elephants and 
aged and injured wild tigers 
straying out of forests. 

The strong point on why 
Abhimanyu might get a call 
would be its experience as a 
Dasara jumbo for nearly two 
decades and the weight car¬ 
rying training it too under¬ 
goes along with Arjuna as a 
stand-by for ‘Jamboo Savari’. 



Land grabbing incidents 
trigger fear in Tirupati 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
TIRUPATI 

Land grabbing incidents ov¬ 
er the last weekend have 
created a sense of fear 
among the citizens of the 
temple city. 

Precious chunks of land, 
especially those on the city 
outskirts, have been eyed by 
professional land grabbers. 
There have been several in¬ 
stances of anti-social ele¬ 
ments, often armed, threa¬ 
tening the land owners 
who possess valid 
documents. 

C. Obul Reddy of Ak- 
karampalle com¬ 
plained to the Police 
Department’s ‘Spanda- 
na’ programme on en- 


On warpath: BJP leaders staging a demonstration at the 
Sub-Collector's office in Tirupati. 
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croachment of his 
land, but to no avail. 
With more cases re¬ 
vealing links to the rul¬ 
ing party leaders, 
none other than the lo¬ 
cal MLA Bhumana Ka- 
runakar Reddy appealed to 


the public recently not to 
link him or his men to the 
land grabbing incidents. 

BJP workers staged a de¬ 
monstration on Monday 
seeking the government’s in¬ 
tervention in cracking the 
whip on the perpetrators. 
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LJP keeps options open on Bihar poll 


The NDA member will shortlist 143 candidates and may even contest against the JD(U) 



Tricky call: LJP president Chirag Paswan is yet to decide if his 
party will stay with the NDA. tile photo 


SOBH ANA K. NA1R 
NEW DELHI 

Continuing its tough stance 
against Janata Dal(U) presi¬ 
dent and Bihar Chief Minis¬ 
ter Nitish Kumar, the Lok 
Janshakti Party after a cru¬ 
cial meeting of its Bihar State 
parliamentary board, has de¬ 
cided to shortlist 143 candi¬ 
dates for the upcoming As¬ 
sembly election. The NDA 
ally could field candidates 
against theJD(U). 

However, for now, no con¬ 
crete decision has been ta¬ 
ken to walk out of the al¬ 
liance in Bihar. As per the 
official statement, issued by 
the party, the State unit has 
left it to party president Chi¬ 
rag Paswan to take that call. 
A resolution to this effect 
was passed at the meeting. 
Walking out of the NDA in Bi¬ 
har would also mean that Mr. 


Paswan’s father and party 
patriarch Ram Vilas Paswan 
would have to give up his 
post as Union Minister for 
Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution. 

The NDA in Bihar consists 
of the JD(U), BJP, LJP and the 
Hindustan Awam Morcha 
(HAM), led by former Chief 


Minister Jitan Ram Manjhi. 
All the constituents of the al¬ 
liance have maintained that 
so far no talks on seat shar¬ 
ing have taken place. The Bi¬ 
har Assembly has 243 seats. 

Sources said that at Mon¬ 
day’s meeting, the members 
of the parliamentary board 
quoted public statements 


made by JD(U) leaders that 
the party was in an alliance 
with the BJP and not the LJP. 

“Now if the JD(U) them¬ 
selves claim that we are not 
their partners then we 
should not shy away from 
fielding candidates against 
them in the upcoming elec¬ 
tion,” one of the members 
said. The parliamentary 
board members also assert¬ 
ed that the LJP does not want 
to fight the Assembly elec¬ 
tion under the leadership of 
the JD(U), sources said. 

During the meeting, the 
members also flagged the 
growing anti-incumbency 
against Mr. Kumar, who has 
been Chief Minister now for 
15 years, having completed 
his third term. 

While taking a belligerent 
position against Mr. Kumar, 
sources said Mr. Paswan 


warned party cadres to re¬ 
frain from malting personal 
attacks on HAM president 
Manjhi. 

The party had timed the 
meeting of the parliamen¬ 
tary board to coincide with 
Mr. Kumar’s first virtual rally. 
Incidentally, in his speech of 
over an hour, the Bihar CM 
did not directly or indirectly 
refer to the LJP, blunting the 
party’s efforts to make the 
polls a direct battle between 
Mr. Paswan and Mr. Kumar. 

In 2015, the LJP contested 
42 seats; however, that seat 
share is expected to be re¬ 
duced since the JD(U) was 
not a member of the NDA 
then. JD(U) leaders mean¬ 
while believe that Mr. Pas¬ 
wan has been flexing his 
muscles at the behest of the 
BJP to lower the JD(U)’s claim 
for seats. 


Stop privatisation to save govt, jobs, says Rahul 


Only a few friends 
special to Modi 
gain, he says 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

Former Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi on Monday 
asked the Narendra Modi go¬ 
vernment to stop privatisa¬ 
tion of public sector under¬ 
takings (PSUs) and save 
government jobs. 

“Today, the country is fac¬ 
ing many Modi government 


manufactured disasters, one 
of which is unnecessary priv¬ 
atisation. Youth want jobs 
but by privatising PSUs, the 
Modi government is destroy¬ 
ing jobs and saved up capi¬ 
tal. Who benefits? A ‘few 
friends’ gain who are special 
to Modi ji. Stop Privatisation, 
Save Government Jobs,” 
tweeted Mr. Gandhi. 

Separately, reacting to 
news reports of the SBl going 
for a VRS scheme in the mid¬ 
dle of a pandemic, Mr. Chi¬ 
dambaram on Monday said it 
was “cruel” proposal. 



Rahul Gandhi 


“News reports say that SBI 
plans to implement a VRS 
scheme as an ‘economy mea¬ 


sure’. In normal times the 
plan would be debatable. In 
these abnormal times, when 
the economy has collapsed 
and jobs are scarce, it is 
cruel,” Mr. Chidambaram 
said on Twitter. 

“If India’s biggest lender 
has to shed jobs, imagine 
what other big employers 
and MSMEs are doing. The 
plan is ostensibly voluntary 
but we know that subtle 
pressure will be brought on 
the employees that the Bank 
wants to get rid of. If the cur¬ 
rent rules provide for ge¬ 


nuine voluntary retirement, 
why announce a new plan 
and give out an exact num¬ 
ber like 30,190?” he asked. 

Congress leader in the Lok 
Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowd- 
hury also took a dig at the 
Centre on the economic sit¬ 
uation. 

“While China is register¬ 
ing growth of 3.8 per cent of 
their economy, India’s has 
contracted by 23.9 per cent. 
Modinomics has fallen flat. 
For the survival of econom¬ 
ics Jingoism can not be a re¬ 
medy,” he tweeted. 


At virtual rally, Nitish sets the 
election campaign rolling 

Tejashwi terms online meeting ‘a super-duper flop’ 



Poll bugle: Supporters listening to Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar at a virtual rally of the JD(U) on Monday. »pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
PATNA 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish 
Kumar on Monday listed his 
government’s achievements 
of the past 15 years and com¬ 
pared them with those of the 
15-year regime of the pre¬ 
vious “ pati-patni ” (Rashtri- 
ya Janata Dal chief Lalu Pra¬ 
sad and his wife, Rabri Devi) 
government. 

In turn, RJD leader Tejash¬ 
wi Yadav later challenged 
Mr. Kumar for a “logical de¬ 
bate any time, anywhere on 
facts and figures”, and 
termed the virtual rally a 
“super-duper flop”. 

Mr. Kumar was address¬ 
ing the JD(U)’s first mega dig¬ 
ital virtual rally through its 
newly launched jdulive.com 
and other media platforms 
ahead of the Assembly elec¬ 
tion, from the party head¬ 
quarters in Patna. 

Party sources told The 
Hindu that over 30 lakh peo¬ 
ple were connected with the 
live-streaming of Mr. Ku¬ 
mar’s address. In JD(U) offic¬ 
es in Patna and other dis¬ 
tricts of the State, leaders 
and party workers were 
glued to TV sets to hear their 
leader who formally sound¬ 
ed the poll bugle with the 
virtual rally. 

Mr. Kumar started his 
nearly three-hour address 
with the steps taken by the 
State government during the 
C0V1D-19 pandemic. “To¬ 
day, the recovery rate in the 
State is 88.24%,” he noted. 


“Even now, we should be 
more vigilant and careful 
against the pandemic. To¬ 
day, on an average ,1.5 lakh 
tests are being done in the 
State with 11,350 RT-PCR 
tests every day, which is go¬ 
ing to be raised to 20,000 
daily soon,” he said. 

Helping migrants 

He listed the steps taken for 
the migrant workers who re¬ 
turned to the State due to 
the lockdown and spoke on 
the facilities provided to 
them during the 14-day qua¬ 
rantine period here. “The 
government spent ?5,300 
on each person quaran¬ 
tined,” he said. 

Mr. Kumar recounted the 
welfare measures offered by 
his government on employ¬ 
ment generation, for flood 
victims, education, health, 
law and order, roads, agri¬ 
culture, saat nischay (seven 


resolve) programme and the 
social sector, giving figures, 
data and dates. He kept ap¬ 
pealing to people to “not to 
forget all this”. 

“People must remember 
what had happened earlier 
[during the 15-year RJD re 
gime] and in the past 15 
years [of the NDA rule led by 
him],” he said. 

“But some people keep 
on criticising us because 
they are ignorant,” he said. 

Mr. Tejashwi said, “You 
cannot escape from the ac¬ 
tual situation in the guise of 
your virtual rally... I chal¬ 
lenge you for a logical de¬ 
bate with facts and figures 
anywhere, anytime on what 
you said in your virtual rally. 
Give us a list of only 100 peo¬ 
ple who have got ?5,000 
during their quarantine pe¬ 
riod... and let us know who 
were the 10 lakh people get¬ 
ting jobs every day.” 


Tenzin was on 
duty along LAC 
last month 


Tibetan soldier’s funeral seen 
as Delhi’s signal to Beijing 


LAC situation ‘very serious’: Jaishankar 

He calls for deep conversations between the two sides at the political level 


+ 


MEA sources say there is no shift in government policy 



Last salute: Army officials pay tribute to Special Frontier Force 
Company Leader Nyima Tenzin at the funeral in Leh. -pti 


VIJAIT A SINGH 
NEW DELHI 

Special Frontier Force 
(SFF) soldier Nyima Ten¬ 
zin, killed in a 1962-vintage 
landmine blast at Chushul 
in Eastern Ladakh, had 
been patrolling the areas 
along the Line of Actual 
Control (LAC) for the past 
one month, one of the 
members of the Tibetan 
community said. 

Tenzin (58), who is sur¬ 
vived by his wife and three 
children, was born in In¬ 
dia. 

The family lives at a Ti¬ 
betan settlement camp in 
Sonamling, one of the lar¬ 
gest camps in Ladakh. 

After the Dalai Lama’s 
flight to India from Tibet in 
1959, India gave assistance 
to Tibetans for a tempor¬ 
ary settlement. 

The Company Leader 
was killed in the interven¬ 
ing night of August 29-30 
when he accidentally 
stepped on a 1962 war 
landmine. He had complet¬ 
ed 30 years in service. 

Tseten Wangchuk, chief 
representative officer, So¬ 
namling Tibetan Settle 
ment, Leh said Tenzin’s 
funeral was held on Mon¬ 
day, six days after the 
death, as per the commun¬ 
ity’s tradition. 

“The body was kept at 
his house for the past few 
days and the funeral was 
organised as per his horo¬ 
scope on Monday. He was 
determined to defend the 
territory,” Mr. Wangchuk 
said. 

“The Chinese are caus¬ 
ing tensions at the border 
day by day. The Commu¬ 
nist Party of China loves 
weapons but Tibetans are 
peace-loving people,” Mr. 
Wangchuk said. 


SUHASINl HAIDAR 
NEW DELHI 

In a sharp signal of a shift in 
the Government of India’s 
policy on publicly acknow¬ 
ledging the 58-year-old “Spe¬ 
cial Frontier Force” (SFF), 
BJP general secretary Ram 
Madhav and BJP MP from La¬ 
dakh Jamgyal Tsering Nam- 
gyal attended the funeral of 
Company Leader Nyima Ten¬ 
zin who, military sources 
said, was killed in an acciden¬ 
tal mine blast during patroll¬ 
ing in Ladakh last week. 

The funeral of Tenzin, 
who belongs to the Choglam- 
sar Tibetan refugee settle¬ 
ment outside Leh, was held 
on Monday. Soldiers wearing 
the SFF uniform gave the last 
salute, and Mr. Madhav laid a 
wreath. Chants of “Bharat 
Mata ki Jai” (Long live India) 
and “Tibet desh ki Jai” (Long 
live the Tibet nation), along 
with slogans of the “Vikas Re¬ 
giment” (as the SFF’s seven 
battalions or “Establishment 
2-2” are known), were raised 
after the bugle was played at 
the funeral. 

Tweet and delete 

“Attended the funeral of SFF 
Company Leader Nyima Ten¬ 
zin, a Tibetan who laid down 
his life protecting our bor¬ 
ders in Ladakh,” wrote Mr. 
Madhav in a tweet on Mon¬ 
day, adding, “Let the sacrific¬ 
es of such valiant soldiers 
bring peace along the Indo- 
Tibetan border. That will be 
the real tribute to all mar¬ 
tyrs.” The tweet was later de¬ 
leted. 

The Ministry of External 
Affairs (MEA) and the Minis¬ 
try of Defence declined to 
comment on the funeral. 

A senior MEA official told 


The Hindu that Mr. Madhav 
“does not represent the go¬ 
vernment,” adding that as 
there had been “no official 
communication, only media 
reports” of the funeral, it did 
not signify a change in the go¬ 
vernment’s position. 

The presence of Mr. Mad¬ 
hav, a senior leader of the 
ruling party, at the funeral 
and the public acknowledge¬ 
ment of the SFF’s role in op¬ 
erations along the Line of Ac¬ 
tual Control (LAC) was seen 
by many commentators as a 
strong message by New Delhi 
to Beijing at a time the Indian 
and Chinese forces are en¬ 
gaged in a four-month stand¬ 
off along the LAC in Ladakh, 
and three days before Exter¬ 
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish¬ 
ankar is due to meet his Chi¬ 
nese counterpart, Wang Yi, 
in Moscow. 

“This is part of larger sig¬ 
nalling to China - tentative 
steps to convey we won’t be 
overly concerned about their 
sensitivities if they continue 
to ignore ours”, said Ashok 
Kantha, Director of the Insti¬ 


tute of Chinese Studies and 
former Ambassador to 
China. 

‘Charged atmosphere’ 

Former Foreign Secretary Ni- 
rupama Rao said, “While 
mourning the unfortunate 
death of the brave Company 
Leader Nyima Tenzin, it 
would have been wise to 
avoid unnecessary publicity 
about the SFF and their os¬ 
tensible Tibet ‘connection’ in 
an atmosphere already 
charged along the LAC." This 
probably was the reason for 
the tweet being deleted later, 
she added. 

Other officials said the go¬ 
vernment policy should not 
be changed frequently as this 
sent conflicting signals inter¬ 
nationally as well as to the Ti¬ 
betan community in India. 

“This can be quite mea¬ 
ningless and even misleading 
if not backed by a firm com¬ 
mitment to a practical, ro¬ 
bust and coordinated poli¬ 
cy,” said Amitabh Mathur, 
former adviser to the govern¬ 
ment on Tibetan affairs. 


Security operation 
under way in Budgam 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
SRINAGAR 

Security forces started an 
operation against militants 
in the Kawoosa area of Bud- 
gam in central Kashmir on 
Monday evening. The police 
and security forces are on 
the job,” said a police 
spokesman. 

After the initial contact 
was made around 4.30 


p.m., lights were installed in 
the area “as no firing was 
observed from the hiding 
militants”. 

“A search is on,” the pol¬ 
ice said, adding that it was a 
joint operation of the police, 
the Army and the CRPF. 

“The operation was 
launched after a specific in¬ 
put about the presence of 
militants in the village.” 


MISSING 

Shamsudeen age 79, Valiyavila veedu, Santbivila market 
Nemom, was missing from his house on 20.022020, 
16.00 hrs. For this matter Nemom Police Station Crime 
1067/2020 was registered and enquiry continuing, if 
received any information contact the following Numbers. 
Identification Mark 


1.180 cm Height, lean 

2. Suffering Memory & hearing problems, 

walking with shoulder bent down. 

Contact Numbers 



Assistant Commissioner of Police, Fort Sub Division 0471-2460352 
Inspector of Police, Nemom Police Station: 9497987011 
Sub Inspector of Nemom Police Station:- 9497980009 
Nemom Police station : 0471-2390223 
1328/F2/2020/I&PR 


S PEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar on Monday said 
the situation at eastern La¬ 
dakh, where Indian and Chi¬ 
nese troops have been in an 
eyeball-to-eyeball confron¬ 
tation since April, was “very 
serious” and called for 
“deep conversations bet¬ 
ween the two sides at the 
political level”. 

He was addressing the Ex¬ 
press E-Adda event of In¬ 
dian Express on Monday 
evening 



S. Jaishankar 


“If you look at the 30 
years, because it was peace 
and tranquillity at the bor¬ 
der, it allowed relation to 
progress,” said Mr Jaishan¬ 


kar when asked what he 
would tell the Chinese Fo¬ 
reign Minister if he met him 
on the sidelines of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or¬ 
ganisation’s Foreign Minis¬ 
ter-level meeting in Moscow 
on September 10. 

India and China need to 
find an “accommodation", 
he said. 

Mr. Jaishankar praised 
the government’s approach 
to the neighbourhood and 
highlighted the special rela¬ 
tionship with Bangladesh in 
the east. 


India and Bangladesh will 
hold the Joint Consultative 
Commission’s meeting very 
soon, he said. “Warm con¬ 
versation with Foreign Mi¬ 
nister Dr A. K. Abdul Mo- 
men of Bangladesh. Agreed 
to hold our Joint Consulta¬ 
tive Commission very soon. 
Will continue to work close¬ 
ly to reach the ambitious 
goals set by our leaders," he 
said in a social media post. 

A fortnight ago, Foreign 
Secretary Harsh Vardhan 
Shringla met Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina in Dhaka. 
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Five States record 57% of recoveries 

Maharashtra, A.P., Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and U.P. have contributed 60% of the total COVID-19 cases 



Spraying clean: A worker disinfecting an area in Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh, •k.v.s. ciri 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

In 24 hours, Andhra Pradesh 
recorded the highest CO¬ 
VID-19 recoveries with 11,915 
recovered cases. Karnataka 
and Maharashtra followed 
with 9,575 and 7,826 recover¬ 
ies, respectively, while Tamil 
Nadu and Uttar Pradesh re¬ 
gistered 5,820 and 4,779 re¬ 
coveries, a press release 
from the Union Health Minis¬ 
try said here on Monday. 

These five States together 
contributed 57% of the re¬ 
coveries in 24 hours. 

69,564 discharged 

“India’s total recovered cas¬ 
es have crossed 32.5 lakh on 
Monday, with 69,564 pa¬ 
tients being discharged in 
the last 24 hours,” the Minis¬ 
try said. 

The release added that the 
Central government’s coor¬ 
dination with local govern¬ 
ments to ensure better am¬ 
bulance services and 
seamless point-to-point 
management of patients has 


led to a high number of CO¬ 
VID-19 patients recovering 
and being discharged from 
hospitals. 

“Supervised isolation in 


homes and facility settings, 
following effective Standard 
of Care protocol, has hugely 
aided recovery of mild and 
moderate cases,” the Union 


Health Ministry said. 

The same five States are 
also contributing 60% of the 
total cases - Maharashtra at 
the top with 21.6%, followed 


by Andhra Pradesh (11.8%), 
Tamil Nadu (11%), Karnataka 
(9.5%) and Uttar Pradesh at 
6.3% - according to data 
from the Ministry. 

Active cases 

Maharashtra also contribut¬ 
ed 26.76% of the active cases, 
followed by Andhra Pradesh 
(11.30%), Karnataka (11.25%), 
Uttar Pradesh (6.98%) and 
Tamil Nadu (5.83%). These 
five States presently contri¬ 
bute 62% of total active 
cases. 

India’s current daily test¬ 
ing capacity has now crossed 
11.7 lakh, according to the 
Ministry. 

It added that the cumula¬ 
tive number of tests is edging 
towards five crore 
(4,95,51,507). As many as 
7,20,362 tests were conduct¬ 
ed in 24 hours. 

“As a result of the ramped- 
up testing countrywide, 
1,33,33,904 tests were con¬ 
ducted in the last two weeks 
alone,” said the Union Minis¬ 
try- 


PM must answer for failing 
to provide leadership’: Cong. 

‘Alarming rise in number of COVID-19 cases and deaths' 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi must answer how his 
government planned to con¬ 
trol the “alarming” rise in 
COVID-19 cases and deaths, 
and restore the “sinking eco¬ 
nomy”, the Congress said on 
Monday after India sur¬ 
passed Brazil in terms of the 
total number of infections. 

The party called India the 
“corona capital”, noting that 
the nation was now number 
one in terms of daily infec¬ 
tions (90,802 cases), daily 
deaths (1,016 deaths) and 
doubling of cases (20 lakh 
case to 40 lakh cases in 29 
days). 

Though the country was 
witnessing a second wave of 
infection and the virus was 
spreading to smaller towns 
and villages, “the BJP go¬ 
vernment has disowned the 
people and left them to fend 
for themselves,” it alleged. 



Addressing a virtual press 
conference. Congress com¬ 
munications chief Randeep 
Surjewala said Mr. Modi 
must answer for “failing to 
provide leadership in such a 
crucial time". 

The Congress chief spo¬ 
kesperson claimed that ex¬ 
perts had predicted 1.4 crore 
cases by December-end and 
as many as 1,75,000 deaths. 

“On March 24, Modi// said 
the battle of Mahabharata 
lasted for 18 days and the 
battle against COVID-19 shall 
be won in 21 days. And 166 


days later, the whole coun¬ 
try is fighting an epic battle 
of Mahabharata against the 
pandemic. People are dying 
of the disease but Modi ji is 
busy with photo shoots and 
feeding peacocks. The battle 
against the pandemic rages, 
but the general is missing,” 
Mr. Surjewala said. 

“The Modi government is 
mocking people who are suf¬ 
fering from economic dis¬ 
tress, closure of businesses, 
incapacity to pay EMIs and 
losing jobs and livelihoods 
by blaming God for their 
misery. Will Modi/z answer 
for his failed leadership?” he 
asked. When former Con¬ 
gress president Rahul Gand¬ 
hi had warned the govern¬ 
ment as early as February, it 
not only ridiculed him and 
ignored his warnings but al¬ 
so organised the ‘Namaste 
Trump’ event in Ahmedabad 
for visiting U.S. President 
Donald 'frump, he added. 


Looking forward to 
the vaccine: SII CEO 

He is now at Oxford University 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

Adar Poonawalla, chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer. Serum Insti¬ 
tute of India (SII), whose 
company is to manufacture 
the COVID-19 vaccine deve¬ 
loped by Oxford Universi¬ 
ty’s Jenner Institute and As¬ 
traZeneca in India, is now at 
the university. 

“Proud and excited for 
the next few months and 
looking forward to the vac¬ 
cine,” he tweeted on 
Monday. 

The Pune-based SII is to 
produce one billion doses of 
the vaccine. 

The vaccine candidate, 
which is among the front¬ 
runners in the fight against 
COVID-19, is now undergo¬ 
ing Phase 3 clinical trials in 
Britain, Brazil, South Africa 
and India. 

‘Trials on at 17 sites’ 

“In India, trials are on at 17 
sites with 1,600 participants 
and the safety and efficacy 
of the vaccine is being 
looked into. Called ‘Covish- 
ield’ in India, it [the Oxford- 
Astrazeneca produced vac¬ 
cine candidate] is one of the 
three vaccine candidates 
undergoing trials in the 
country, apart from Bharat 
Biotech’s ‘Covaxin’, and Zy- 
dus Cadila’s ‘ZCOV-D’,” said 
a senior Health Ministry 
official. 

Meanwhile, other leading 
vaccine candidates by Pfizer 
and Moderna are also said 



Adar Poonawalla 


to be in Iate-stage trials. Ac¬ 
cording to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), nearly 
175 vaccine candidates are 
in pre-clinical or clinical 
trials at present, eight of 
them in final stage Phase 3 
of human trials. 

Mr. Poonawalla previous¬ 
ly tweeted a clarification on 
reports about commercialis¬ 
ing the vaccine in 73 days. 

“SII would like to clarify 
that the current claims sur¬ 
rounding COVISHIELD’s 
availability in the media are 
completely false and conjec¬ 
tural. Presently, the govern¬ 
ment has granted us permis¬ 
sion to only manufacture 
the vaccine and stockpile it 
for future use. COVISHIELD 
will be commercialised once 
the trials are proven suc¬ 
cessful and all the requisite 
regulatory approvals are in 
place. The phase-3 trials for 
the Oxford-AstraZeneca vac¬ 
cine are still under way. And 
only once the vaccine is pro¬ 
ven immunogenic and effi¬ 
cacious, Sll will confirm its 
availability, officially,” he 
tweeted. 


‘Detail steps for care of the elderly’ 


SC tells States to explain steps taken to handle the COVID-19 pandemic 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Mon¬ 
day asked the States to pro¬ 
vide a more detailed version 
of the measures in place to 
provide care, support and 
priority medical treatment 
to senior citizens, especially 
those who live alone, during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A Bench led by Justice 
Ashok Bhushan gave the 
States four weeks to file com¬ 
prehensive affidavits. The or¬ 
der was in response to a sub¬ 
mission made by senior 
advocate Ashwani Kumar 
that the States have merely 
paid lip service to the court 
order of August 4 by filing re¬ 
ports. Mr. Kumar, a former 
Union Law Minister and peti¬ 
tioner-in-person in the case, 



referred to media reports 
showing continued instanc¬ 
es of neglect shown to elder¬ 
ly people. 

Justice Bhushan, however, 
said the court cannot be ex¬ 
pected to look into every in¬ 
dividual case. “It is a big 
country,” he remarked. 

The Bench said the States 
should deal with the local 
problems in their respective 
jurisdictions. 


On August 4, the court or¬ 
dered the States to respond 
promptly to the needs of se¬ 
nior citizens and ensure they 
do not suffer financially dur¬ 
ing COVID-19. It also directed 
that the elderly should get 
their pension on time. 

“All old age people who 
are eligible for pension 
should be regularly paid 
pension and those identified 
older people should be pro¬ 
vided necessary medicines, 
masks, sanitisers and other 
essential goods by the res¬ 
pective States. Further, as 
and when any individual re¬ 
quest is made, the same shall 
be attended to by the admi¬ 
nistration with all prompt¬ 
ness,” the court had 
ordered. 

It had directed that senior 


citizens, who were generally 
vulnerable to the virus, 
ought to be given priority in 
government hospital admis¬ 
sions. Government hospitals 
should take care to promptly 
remedy any grievances 
voiced by senior citizens 
during this health crisis. 

The Bench had directed 
that caregivers in old age 
homes should wear personal 
protection equipment (PPE) 
and follow proper sanitation 
procedures. 

In his petition, Mr. Kumar 
said many elderly persons 
were battling loneliness and 
depression. The lockdown of 
the past months and the so¬ 
cial isolation imposed were 
telling on senior citizens, 
leaving many of them in the 
grip of anxiety. 


FIR against Punjab MLA 
for video on pandemic 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
CHANDIGARH 

The Punjab police on Mon¬ 
day registered an FIR 
against Lok Insaaf Party 
(LIP) legislator Simarjit 
Singh Bains for allegedly 
spreading false propaganda 
to mislead the peopie on the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The FIR has been regis¬ 
tered on the basis of a com¬ 
plaint by Civil Surgeon, Lud¬ 
hiana, according to a police 
spokesperson. 


In his complaint, the Civil 
Surgeon had sought legal ac¬ 
tion against the MLA from 
the Atam Nagar constituen¬ 
cy in Ludhiana, for misguid¬ 
ing people through a video 
clip. He alleged that the vi¬ 
deo clip is being played on 
various social media plat¬ 
forms, thus leading to an at¬ 
mosphere of confusion 
among the public. Mr. Bains 
was also inciting people not 
to wear masks, said the 
complaint. 


/|V GOVERNMENT OF TAMIL NADU 

m ANIMAL HUSBANDRY DEPARTMENT 

571, Anna Salal, Nandanam P.O. Chennai 600 035. 

NOTICE 1 

(STATE LEVEL TENDEI 

Under the Scheme for Poultry [ 
Invited from eligible tenderers 
4 weeks old (minimum 28 days) 

TENDER ROC. No. 15' 

INVITING TENDER 

R UNDER TWO COVER SYSTEM) 

>evelopment 2020 - 21 , sealed tenders are 
for the procurement of 38.5 lakhs , 
Aseel birds, over a period of 5 months 

I00/PP2/2020 Dated : 04.09.2020 

Tender fee 

Rs.10,000/- (Inclusive ofGST) 
to be obtained In person 

Rs.10,200/- (Inclusive ofGST) to get by Post 

Earnest Money Deposit 

Rs. 25.00 Lakhs (Rupees Twenty five lakhs only) 

Date and Time of commencement 
of sale of tender document 

From 08.09.2020,11.00 A.M to 5.00 P.M 
on all working days 

Last date for sale of tender document 

08.10.2020 till5.00pm 

Date, time and venue of pre-bid 
meeting 

23.092020,11.00 am, at the Directorate of 

Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services, 

No. 571 .Anna Salai, Nandanam, Chennai 600 035. 

Due date, time for submission 
of filled tender documents 

Up to 09.10.2020 till 11.00 A.M., 

Date and time of opening of 

Technical Bid 

09.10.2020 at 11.30 AM. 

Individual tender documents with full details can be downloaded from 

www.tondera.tn.flov.ln at free of cost Corrigendum to this publication if any would 
appear only on the above website. 

Director of Animal Husbandry & 

DIPR/3329/TENDER/2020 Veterinary Services, Chennai 


Tripura MLA issues 
ultimatum on ‘lapses’ 

He alleges lack of hospital equipment 


A COR RESPONDENT 
AGARTALA 

Dissident BJP MLA and 
former Tripura Health Mi¬ 
nister Sudip Roy Barman 
continued his tirade against 
alleged treatment lapses 
and lack of life-saving equip¬ 
ment in the GBP Hospital 
here, which is a dedicated 
COVID care hospital. 

He, along with first time 
MLA Sushanta Choudhury, 
on Monday visited the hos¬ 
pital and gave an ultimatum 
to resolve “lacunae”. 

Five-time MLA Sudip Roy 


Barman, who switched over 
from the Congress, high¬ 
lighted the COVID-19 situa¬ 
tion at a press conference 
here on Friday. He spoke of 
alleged mismanagement in 
the health facilities and the 
absence of senior doctors at 
the COVID-19 wards of the 
GBP Hospital. 

They gave a three-day ul¬ 
timatum to the official to im¬ 
prove the situation. Mr. Bar¬ 
man, however, did not say 
what their action would be 
after the lapse of the 
deadline. 


1 gWj KERALA STATE ELECTRICITY BOARD LIMITED • E -TENDER NOTICE 


Office of the Executive Engineer, Project Management Unit 
- Perumbavoor 

Tender ID: 2020_KSEB_381010 J‘Construction of IlkV UG cable from 
Marady substalion to Muvattupuzha Housing Board under Electrical Section 
Muvattupuzha No.1 *PAC : Rs.1,16,92,708/- ‘Last Date : 17-09-2020 4PM 
Visit www.etenders.kerala.gov.in & www.kseb.in 
Ref. PR/MCI/E228/E-Tender/2020 



The Kerala Minerals and Metals Ltd. 

(A Govt, of Kerala Undertaking) 

„ (AnISO9001,IS014001 i0HSAS 18001 ISA8000CertifiedComponyl Ezrai 

KmmL/ Sankaramangalam, Chavare-691 583, Kolam, Kerala. India _”, , 

Phone: 0476-2851215 to 2651217, 

Fax: 91-478-2680101.2886721, E-mail: contact@kmml.com. URL: wwwkmml.com 

Competitive Tenders are invited for following. For more details please 
visit the E-Tendering Portal https://etenders.kerala.gov.in or 
www.kmml.com. 


Tender ID 

Items 


1 

2020_KMML_382733_1 

For fabrication and Supply of 1 No. Recycle 
Gas Cooler 


2 

2020 KMML 383001 _1 

For Fabrication and supply of 1 No. Heavy 
End Overhead Accumulator (D219) 


3 

2020 KM M L 381651 1 

For the Supply of PVC PIPE AND FITTINGS 


4 

2020_KMML_382756_1 

For the supply of 21OL NOMINAL CAPACITY 
M.S. OPEN TOP DRUMS WITH UD, ORING/ 
GASKET AND CLAMPING RING 


Date: 08.09.2020 

Place: Chavara 

General Manager (MS/TP & HR/EDP) 
For The Kerala Minerals And Metals Ltd 



Empanelment of Consultants as Independent quality 
Assurance Consultants (IQAC) for Civil Works 
(National Competitive Bidding) 

Punjab Roads and Bridges Development Board (PRBDB) 

PRBDB on behalf of Govt, of Punjab (GoP) intends to Empanel 
Consultants as Independent Quality Assurance Consultants (IQAC) for 
Civil Construction Works in Punjab. For detailed terms and Conditions 
of Empanelment process, bidders are required to refer to Request For 
Empanelment ( RFE) document available on website www.prbdb.gov.in 
from 08-09-2020 onwards. The bids will be accepted upto 1500 hours 
on 07-10-2020 In PRBDB office, Mohall. Addendum/ Corrigendum, If 
any will be uploaded on website only. 

Joint Secretary, 

DPRPB - 1/73951 PRBDB 


TAMIL NADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS UMITED 

Kaglthapuram - 639136, Karur District, Tamil Nadu, 
E-mail: pm.dSgtnjUo.jn, Web: www.tnBl.cgm 
_Phone No. 04324-277001 (10 lines), Extn. 4402/4568 


NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

For Provision of Services for Erection and Start-up & 
Commissioning of New Plant and Machinery for Hard Wood Pulp 
Mill and Auxiliaries at TNPL Unit II - MEP 

Bidders may request the tender document at the above 

address by post/mail. Detailed NIB may be viewed in websites: 

w ww .tender s.tn .g o v, i n yw vy w .tnpl.cpm 

Date of Issue of Bid Document: 09/09/2020 

Due date for submission: 30/09/2020_ 


TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper 


KERALA STATE TRANSPORT PROJECT 
GOVERNMENT OF KERALA 

INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (IFB) 

E-Procurement Notice, (Engineering, Procurement, Construction (“EPC”) Contract following Two Envelope Bidding Process with e- Procurement) 

NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING 


Dated: 08.09.2020 


1. The Government of India has received financing as Development policy loans from the World Bank towards the cost of rebuilding climate resilient infrastructures in Kerala and 
Government of Kerala (GoK) intends to apply a part of the funds to cover eligible payments under the contract for construction of works as detailed betow. 

2. Bidding will be oonducted through National Competitive Bidding procedures as per the World Bank&GoK guidelines. Bidding is open to al eligible bidders as defined in the 
World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement of Goods, Works and Non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by World Bank Borrowers 

3. The Project Director, Kerala State Transport Project, Public Works Department, Government of Kerala, now invites online bids through EPC mode of execution for the 
construction of works detailed below: 


State 

Bid No. 

Name of work 

Length Km 

Completion 

Period 

Maintenance 

Period 

Kerala 

KSTP ll/RKI-14 

Up-gradation of Koyilandy-Thamarassery- Mukkam- 
Areekkode Edavanna Road 

• km: 4.100 to 25.000 - Koyilandy to Ponooor 

• km: 25.000 to 37.500 - Ponoor to Omassery 

• km: 37.500 to 44.000 and 44.600 to 51.020- 
Omassery to Eranhimav 

46.320 Km 

24 Months 

5 Years 

Kerala 

KSTP II/RKM5 

Up-gradation of Vythiri-Thamvana Road 

13.620 Km 

12 Months 

5 Years 


4. The complete bid document can be viewed/downloaded from the e-procurement portal of Kerala Government https://etenders.kerala.gov.in/ from 09/09/2020 to 23/10/2020 
(up to 15:00 Hrs. IST).BkJs received online shall be opened on same day 23/10/2020 (at 15.30 hours 1ST). 

5. Bids received through any other mode shall not be entertained. However, EMD, tender fee, Power of Attorney, joint bidding agreement, etc. need to be submitted physically 
by the Bidder on or before 23/10/2020(up to 15:00 hours 1ST). Please note that the Authority reserves the right to accept or reject al or any of the bids without assigning any 
reason whatsoever. 

6 . The acidress tor communication is as under Project Director,Kerala State Transport Project, Project Management Team, T.C.11/339, Sree Bala Building, Keston Road, 
Nanthancode, KowdiarP.O., Thiruvananthapuram-695003,e-mail:pdkstp@gmail.com, cepmtkstp@gmal.com 

Sd I- Project Director, KSTP 
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August rainfall highest since 1926: IMD 

However, the season as a whole is likely to record a ‘normal’ rainfall as was forecast in June 


Change our ways swiftly and 
globally: David Attenborough 

Veteran broadcaster accepts Indira Gandhi Peace Prize 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

August rainfall this year has 
been the highest since 1926 
with 32.7 cm - or about 27% 
more than what is normal for 
the month, according to data 
from the India Meteorologi¬ 
cal Department (IMD) on 
Monday. In August 1926, the 
rainfall recorded was 34.8 
cm, exceeding the normal by 
33%. 

IMD officials said that 
though August rainfall was in 
excess, the figure for this 
year’s monsoon as a whole 
were likely to be within the 
department’s June forecast 
of a normal (96 to 104% of 
the long period average) 
rainfall. 

“There has been a de¬ 
crease in rainfall across India 
since the beginning of Sep¬ 
tember. However we expect 
a revival again around Sep¬ 
tember 17,” Mrutunjay Maha- 
patra, Director-General, 
IMD, said at a press confe¬ 
rence on Monday. 

From June to September 
6, India had registered 7% 
more rainfall than what is 


normal for this period. 

In the normal course, the 
monsoon begins its retreat 
from September 15 and this 
can go on for nearly a 
month. 

Low-pressure systems 

The heavy rain in August was 
due to several long-lasting 
low-pressure systems, or 
rain-bearing winds, that 
formed in the Bay of Bengal 
and were vigorous enough to 




travel all the way from the 
south-eastern coast up to 
north-west India. “In a typi¬ 
cal monsoon season, there 
are 12-13 LPA. There were 
fewer this year, however, 
there were six of them in Au¬ 
gust and they lasted for sev¬ 
eral days. Together that led 
to several rainy days in Au¬ 
gust,” he said. 

The surplus rain was pri¬ 
marily in Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra, Karnataka, 


Kerala, Telangana, Chhattis- 
garh and Odisha. 

Climate change 

Long periods of heavy rain 
followed by extended dry pe¬ 
riods are a feature of climate 
change and is part of a gener¬ 
al change in monsoon pat¬ 
terns over India, the IMD had 
previously stated. 

In response to a question 
from The Hindu, Mr. Maha- 
patra admitted that the agen¬ 


cy’s monthly forecasts for Ju¬ 
ly and August were widely 
off the mark, but said this 
was due to “intra-seasonal” 
variations and the IMD’s 
shorter-term forecast mo¬ 
dels had anticipated spells of 
heavy rain and adequately 
warned authorities. 

This year the IMD 
launched urban flood fore¬ 
casting services for Mumbai 
and Chennai and it would ex¬ 
tend it to Bengaluru and Kol- 
kata. “We can provide these 
forecasts for other cities too 
but require detailed maps of 
the cities. The {four cities] 
that we provided services 
were extremely cooperative 
and forthcoming with such 
data,” said Madhavan Rajee- 
van. Secretary, Earth Scienc¬ 
es Ministry. North-West India 
has seen 10% less rainfall 
than what is normal; Central 
India has seen a 17% surplus; 
South India a 20% surplus 
and Northeast India received 
exactly what it normally 
gets. Cooler than normal 
conditions in the equatorial 
Central Pacific contributed 
to the increased rainfall. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former Prime Minister Man- 
mohan Singh said on Mon¬ 
day that the UPA govern¬ 
ment was criticised as being 
“too restrictive” on giving 
environmental clearances, 
but it knew how to strike a 
balance between protecting 
the environment and meet¬ 
ing development needs. 

It doesn’t take an epidem¬ 
ic to tell us “we are not in 
good shape,” Dr. Singh said. 

He made these remarks at 
a virtual ceremony where he 
conferred the Indira Gandhi 
Peace Prize for 2019 on Brit¬ 
ish broadcaster Sir David At¬ 
tenborough, whom he de¬ 
scribed as the “human voice 
of nature”. 

‘Living legend’ 

“Climate change, the assault 
on the oceans, the pollution 
of the atmosphere, the junk 
floating about in space, the 
reduction of forest cover, the 



David Attenborough 


extinction of life in rivers, 
the reduction of natural hab¬ 
itat for any life other than 
humans all this is evident 
to anyone who has eyes to 
see,” Dr. Singh said while 
praising Sir David as a living 
legend. 

“Indeed, we were criti¬ 
cised by industrialists and 
those who thought we were 
being too restrictive. But l 
believe that if a proper ba¬ 
lance is not firmly held, the 
results are deleterious and 
self-defeating,” said Dr. 
Singh. 


The pandemic was a way 
of nature telling humans to 
be less exploitative. 

In his acceptance speech, 
Sir David, 94, who is well 
known for his series The Liv¬ 
ing Planet, said the world 
was heading towards a crisis 
unlike any other in human 
history as “humans have 
overrun the planet.” 

“We must change our 
ways, and we must do so 
swiftly and globally. But suc¬ 
cess will only come if the na¬ 
tions of the world agree to 
act to together and help one 
another. This will not be ea¬ 
sy. We have to change from 
being nationalists and be¬ 
come internationalists,” he 
said. 

In her opening remarks. 
Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi recalled the contri¬ 
bution of former Prime Mi¬ 
nister Indira Gandhi and de¬ 
scribed her as “an 
unwavering champion of en¬ 
vironment protection laws.” 


Rafale induction ceremony 
at Ambala on Thursday 

Second batch of four jets likely to arrive in October 



At home: A Rafale jet at the Air Force Station in Ambala. ■ pti 


Rhea files plea against Sushants sister 

NCB to question actor again today in connection with the death case 



Under the lens: Actor Rhea Chakraborty leaving the NCB 
office in Mumbai on Monday. 


Chanda 
Kochhar’s 
husband held 

SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate (ED) on Monday ar¬ 
rested Deepak Kochhar, 
the husband of former ICI¬ 
CI Bank CEO and MD Chan¬ 
da Kochhar, in a money 
laundering case. The case 
pertains to alleged credit 
facilities extended to the 
Videocon Group of 
companies. 

“The accused has been 
arrested under the Preven¬ 
tion of Money Laundering 
Act. He will be produced in 
court on Tuesday,” said a 
senior ED official. 

The ED is conducting 
-j- the probe based on an FIR 
registered by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) in January 2019, alleg¬ 
ing quid pro quo in sanc¬ 
tioning loans to the tune of 
?1,875 crore to the compa¬ 
nies of Videocon Group 
head Venugopal Dhoot. 

In January this year, the 
agency had attached pro¬ 
perties worth ?78.15 crore 
of Ms. Kochhar, and those 
of her husband’s compa¬ 
nies. 

These include a flat in 
Mumbai and some other 
assets held in the name of 
Mr. Kochhar’s firm Nupow- 
er Renewables Private Ltd., 
earlier known as NuPower 
Renewables Ltd. (NRL), 
and its subsidiaries. 

The agencies alleged 
that during Ms. Kochhar’s 
tenure, between June 2009 
and October 2011, ICICI 
Bank had sanctioned six 
high-value loans to various 
Videocon Group firms. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The formal induction cere¬ 
mony of the Rafale fighter 
jets will be held at the Amba¬ 
la Air Force station on Sep¬ 
tember 10, the Indian Air 
Force (1AF) said here on 
Monday. 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh and French Defence 
Minister Florence Parly will 
be present for the induction 
ceremony, an official source 
said. 

The second batch of four 
Rafale jets are likely to arrive 
in October, another source 
said. 

On July 29, five Rafale jets, 
three single-seat and two 


SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

A man accused of shooting 
dead a schoolteacher was 
lynched by a mob in the pre¬ 
sence of police personnel in 
a village in Kushinagar dis¬ 
trict on Monday, the police 
said. 

Visuals from the spot in 
the Taryasujam area showed 
a large mob assaulting the 
accused while a handful of 
police personnel were trying 
to control the situation. The 
villagers, armed with bricks 


twin-seater trainers, landed 
at the Ambala air base, the 
home base of the No. 17 Gol¬ 
den Arrows squadron. 

These are part of the 


and lathis, were seen pre¬ 
venting the police from tak¬ 
ing away the accused who 
lay motionless in a bloodied 
state. 

The unidentified accused 
had driven to the house of 
Sudhir Singh early on Mon¬ 
day on a scooter. He was 
asked to sit and served tea 
by the family, while Sudhir 
Singh was in the bathroom, 
the police said. 

The moment Mr. Sudhir 
Singh stepped out, the ac¬ 
cused pulled out a pistol and 


€7.87-billion Inter-Govern- 
mental Agreement with 
France for 36 jets in fly-away 
condition signed in Septem¬ 
ber 2016. 


fired at him, said Superin¬ 
tendent of Police Vinod Ku¬ 
mar Mishra. 

The family raised an 
alarm and before the ac¬ 
cused could escape people 
from the neighbourhood 
gathered and surrounded 
him, he said. 

Meanwhile, the Station 
House Officer of Tarhasujan 
was suspended after a fresh 
video emerged showing that 
the accused was lynched by 
the mob despite being alrea¬ 
dy in the custody of police. 


SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The Narcotics Control Bu¬ 
reau (NCB) questioned actor 
Rhea Chakraborty for the se¬ 
cond consecutive day on 
Monday in connection with 
the death of actor Sushant 
Singh Rajput. She was 
quizzed for about eight 
hours. 

On Sunday, it recorded 
her statement for close to six 
hours. She has been asked to 
join the investigation again 
on Tuesday. 

Meanwhile, Ms. Chakra¬ 
borty has filed a complaint 
with the Mumbai police 
against Sushant’s sister Pri- 
yanka Singh and a doctor at 
the Ram Manohar Lohia 
Hospital in Delhi among oth¬ 
ers, alleging forgery and oth¬ 
er violations under the NDPS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

Describing it as a “new low” 
in politics, the Congress on 
Monday accused the BJP of 
politicising the death of ac¬ 
tor Sushant Singh Rajput to 
deflect attention from the 
problems faced by the peo¬ 
ple in Bihar. 

At a virtual press confe¬ 
rence, Congress chief spo¬ 
kesperson Randeep Surje- 
wala alleged that actor 
Kangana Ranaut was “carry¬ 
ing on BJP and Prime Minis- 


(Narcotic Drugs and Psycho¬ 
tropic Substances) Act and 
Tele Medicine Practice Gui¬ 
delines, 2020. 

Her brother, Showik, was 
arrested last week along with 
Sushant’s housekeeping 
manager, Samuel Miranda, 
for allegedly procuring 
drugs. They are currently in 


ter Narendra Modi’s agenda 
of defaming the Shiv Sena- 
NCP-Congress alliance go¬ 
vernment in Maharashtra by 
referring to Mumbai as Pa¬ 
kistan Occupied Kashmir". 

Right to dissent 

He, however, defended Ms. 
Ranaut’s right to dissent, 
and said the State govern¬ 
ment would provide her 
protection. 

On reports that the BJP in 
Bihar had come up with pos¬ 
ters with the late actor’s pho- 


NCB custody. 

It is alleged that a bogus 
medical prescription show¬ 
ing Sushant as an outpatient 
was obtained when he was 
in Mumbai on June 8. 

It purportedly prescribed 
prohibited drugs listed in the 
schedule of the NDPS Act as 
psychotropic substances. 


to, Mr. Surjewala said, “This 
is a new low in the new India 
of BJP and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.” 

He alleged that Bihar has 
been ravaged by floods and 
is reeling under acute misery 
as the Nitish Kumar govern¬ 
ment had “abdicated its res¬ 
ponsibility”, unemployment 
is high with over 4,00,000 
unfilled posts, no opportuni¬ 
ties for the youth and the pe¬ 
ople of the State don’t even 
have enough rations. 

“The entire government 


Ms. Chakraborty’s father, 
Indrajit Chakraborty, earlier 
issued a statement protest¬ 
ing the arrest of his son. 
“Congratulations India, you 
have arrested my son, I’m 
sure next on the line is my 
daughter and I don’t know 
who is next thereafter. You 
have effectively demolished 
a middle-class family. But of 
course, for the sake of justice 
everything is justified. Jai 
hind,” he said. 

Mr. Chakraborty, a retired 
Lieutenant Colonel, is an ac¬ 
cused in the case being 
probed by the CBI for abet¬ 
ment to suicide, criminal 
conspiracy, cheating, breach 
of trust, theft, wrongful res¬ 
traint and confinement. Ms. 
Chakraborty has been pro¬ 
vided security by the Mum¬ 
bai Police. 


machinery lies decimated in 
Bihar under the BJP and Nit¬ 
ish Babu’s rule. Consequent¬ 
ly, they are attempting to div¬ 
ert attention and politicise 
the death of a film star,” he 
said. 

He pointed out that the 
debates on the electronic 
media are now focussed on 
Sushant Singh Rajput and 
Rhea Chakraborty instead of 
issues of important issues 
like the novel coronavirus, 
unemployment and the eco¬ 
nomy. 


Man who shot dead teacher 
lynched by mob in UP. 


Kangana acting on PM’s agenda: Cong. 

Ruling party trying to deflect attention from problems of people in Bihar, it says 



■ ACROSS 

1 Doctor obtained drug, released today - finally, a possible 
treatment for COVID (8) 

5 Setter had worried after losing online Aadhar, say (2,4) 

9 Student somehow agrees to accept small gift (8) 

10 Killing/beheading scoundrel in concert (6) 

12 Paint can - it could cause damage to the environment (5,4) 

13 Foreigner is primarily all right (5) 
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Lockdown getting you down? 
Come over to our Crossword site: 
(a) https://qrgo.fMige.link jjpTn 



14 Swallow in second branch, broken at the tip (4) 

16 Say, I survive, repelling a harmful spell (4,3) 

19 Relaxes in amazing Seoul, drinking nog (without egg) (7) 
21 Raised money, reportedly (4) 

24 Board making a late communication (5) 

25 One to leak information and reveal all (9) 

27 According to Spooner, hardworking person is idle (6) 

28 Sugar in France, translated to 'sucre' (8) 

29 Religious belief is dividing those people (6) 

30 India flooded by plastic waste again, so to speak (2,2,4) 


■ DOWN 

1 Awkward Basil starting to deliver unrehearsed speeches (2-4) 

2 Force queen to wear hat(6) 

3 Request to cut corner tree (5) 

4 Running smart (7) 

6 What a fisherman may do to get in touch with a friend (4,1,4) 

7 Transporters shot in Israel (8) 

8 “Woman of action" describes KrisKross' boss (8) 

11 Mediterranean food from Suez, emphatically rejected (4) 

15 Specialists in duplicate locks? (9) 

17 John and daughter enter new lift, illuminated brightly (8) 

18 Power tending to make one draconian (8) 

20 Very very average (2-2) 

21 Live near ruined south Indian city (7) 

22 In hotel, going through a boring book (2,4) 

23 Queen outside old building (6) 

26 Authorised insurance firm's appeal (5) 
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FAITH 

Blessings in life 

Even when we are blessed in many ways in life, we do not 
count our blessings. Nor do we have our priorities right. We 
think some things are very important, but they are not as 
significant as we think they are. So what are to be counted as 
blessings in life? Tamil literature talks about these, said Ma- 
layaman in a discourse. Thiruvalluvar says that there is no 
blessing to equal that of having progeny. The Jain work Nala- 
diyar also echoes this idea. 

Abhidana Chintamani also has interesting observations 
about blessings. Abhidana Chinatamani is an encyclopedia 
of Tamil literature, which was put together by Singaravelu 
Mudaliar, and published in the early 20th century. This en¬ 
cyclopedia lists 16 blessings or boons that are worth desir¬ 
ing. This list includes fame, education, courage, good health 
and good children. Abirami Bhattar considered education to 
be the most desirable of all things. He spoke of ‘kalaiyaada 
kalvi,” that is education which stays with one till the end of 
one’s life. He also counted longevity as a boon. Good friends 
are hard to come by. Some are with us when we prosper but 
desert us when our fortunes are down. 

Abirami Bhattar talks of friendship untainted by cunning 
and hypocrisy, and says that to have sincere friends is a great 
boon. Bhattar prays for a healthy body and a mind that nev¬ 
er tires. A wife whose affection never wanes is also consi¬ 
dered a blessing by Bhattar. A poet called Pisirandaiyar had 
not lost his youthful looks and there was not a single grey 
hair on his head. He explained that this was because he had 
an understanding wife, and children whose ideals matched 
his. Bhattar talks of konaada kol, which means a life lived 
ethically. Attachment to God’s feet and association with His 
devotees are also described by Bhattar as boons. 
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bubble will invite strict action as it 
can put all players at risk. Should a 
player disobey the code in IPL, he 
will be isolated and be asked to test 
negative twice before entering the 
bubble again. 

Into the tech 

To maintain no transmission risks, a 
great deal of tech on a large scale is 
required. IPL’s secure bio-bubble 
has been created by a UK-based sa¬ 
fety and technology firm. Restrata. 
Its software is COVID-19 regulations 
compliant, comprising a trio of tech 
we have seen mentioned on a quoti¬ 
dian basis: testing, contact tracing 
and Artificial Intelligence. 

During the England versus West 
Indies series. Restrata had installed 
Bluetooth technology in stadiums 
to accurately track and trace any 
suspected COVID-19 outbreaks in 
real time. The company’s software 
helped organisers monitor people 
working in specific zones, and 
check whether they adhered to 
physical distancing and capacity li¬ 


mits norms. A similar technology is 
reported to be deployed for the IPL. 

Contact tracing is broken down 
into three stages: contact identifica¬ 
tion, contact listing and contact fol¬ 
low-up, and recent technologies lev¬ 
erage Bluetooth (with a six-foot 
detection range) and Artificial Intel¬ 
ligence to automate this continuous 
data collection and processing, so 
that monitoring is detailed, seam¬ 
less and in real-time. Often, weara- 


Contact tracing is broken 
down into three stages of 
contact identification, 
contact listing and 
contact follow-up, but 
recent technologies 
leverage Bluetooth (with 
a six-foot detection 
range) and Artificial 
Intelligence... 


bles or an accreditation card will 
carry a chip-enabled GPS device to 
provide Restrata, IPL authorities 
and franchises detailed and live 
capability to track and trace indivi¬ 
duals at all times. 

Player perspectives 

Former India captain and current 
National Cricket Academy head, Ra¬ 
hul Dravid had questioned the con¬ 
cept of bio-bubble in May when ECB 
(England and Wales Cricket Board) 
proposed the idea of keeping 
players in isolation for the entire 
tour to keep cricket up and running 
amid the pandemic. At a webinar in 
May for non-profit organisation YU- 
VA, Dravid called the plan “unreal¬ 
istic”. He raised questions on what 
will happen if a player tests positive 
during the test match. 

It is worth noting that the ECB 
has been successful in managing the 
bio-bubble as no players tested pos¬ 
itive during the two different series. 
But, even before the 80-day bio¬ 
bubble of IPL began, Rajas¬ 
than Royals fielding coach, 

Dishant Yagnik tested 
positive for CO¬ 


VID-19. And recently, 13 members of 
the Chennai Super Kings contin¬ 
gent, including two players, have 
tested positive. As a result, con¬ 
cerns about the safety and security 
of players arose, and has invited 
strict directions from owners, 
coaches and captains of other 
teams. 

However India and Royal Chal¬ 
lengers Bangalore (RCB) captain Vi- 
rat Kohli, during an episode of‘Bold 
Diaries’ on RCB’s official YouTube 
channel, says the bio-bubble is 
there for a reason, explaining, “We 
are all here to play cricket...The bio¬ 
bubble needs to be respected at all 
times for the tournament to happen 
eventually. We are not here to have 
fun and roam around saying T want 
to hang out in Dubai’.” 

So, it is literally a case of ‘getting 
with the programme’ from your 
TV room for fans. The idea here is 
that players stay safe and focussed 
on the game so the experience feels 
as dose to pre-COVID times as 
possible. 


As we watch IPL from our screens, the players we 
cheer for through every match will be 
encapsulated in a bio-bubble, an invisible shield 
changing the dynamics of sport 




ADITYA SAROHA 

Y es, the pandemic has disrupt¬ 
ed the sporting and pretty 
much every other - calendar 
for 2020. However, in July, interna¬ 
tional cricket resumed with the En¬ 
gland and West Indies series, al¬ 
most four months after COVID-19 
halted all-live action. It was fol¬ 
lowed by another cricket series bet¬ 
ween England and Pakistan. 

Notably, these two tournaments 
have something remarkable in com¬ 
mon - other than England winning 
both test series. All matches were 
played in a ‘bio-secure bubble’ or its 
more popular portmanteau ‘bio¬ 
bubble.’ And now, the Indian Pre¬ 
mier League (IPL) in LAE on Sep¬ 
tember 19 and the Indian Super 
League (iSL) football championship 
in Goa from October 2020 till March 
2021, will be played inside the 
bubble. 

A safe and secure environment 
that is isolated from the outside 
world to minimise the risk of CO¬ 
VID-19 infection, a bio-bubble per¬ 
mits only authorised sports per¬ 
sons, support staff and match 
officials to enter the protect¬ 
ed area after testing nega¬ 
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tive for COVID-19. Naturally, indivi¬ 
duals must be regularly tested, 
temperature checked with respec¬ 
tive health reports filed accordingly. 

The bio-bubble does not just li¬ 
mit itself to the pitch or field; it is, of 
course, mandatory that all entities 
partake in this new form of quaran¬ 
tine. The Board of Control for Crick¬ 
et in India (BCCl) will provide ‘bio 
secure bubbles’ in hotels, training 
sessions, matches and transporta¬ 
tion, as confirmed by Brazilian foot¬ 
baller Joao Victor of ISL’s Hydera¬ 
bad FC, in a previous interview with 
The Hindu. 

IPL teams staying in different ho¬ 
tels are advised to order food to 
their individual rooms and avoid 
common areas. Physical distancing 
and masks are a must, even while 
interacting with others within their 
bubble. Teams are allowed to hold 
meetings outdoors to adhere to 
physical distancing norms. In fact, 
players will not be allowed to meet 
their families or friends until the 
tournament is over. 

The IPL Governing Council has 
made it clear that wilful 
breach of bio-secure 
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A league of its own 

Instagram has introduced a separate Reels tab on the home 
screen for Indian users, two months after it launched the 
short video format. Reels tab replaced the explore option, 
and will be made available across India in the coming days. 
The country is the first market where the feature has been 
introduced. 

“Today we're launching a separate tab for Reels in India 
given the momentum we're seeing in the country," Adam 
Mosseri, head of Instagram said in a tweet. 

The feature is available both for Android and iOS devices. 
The ReeLs tab is available at the bottom of the screen on the 
left with a play button like icon. The explore button has 
been shifted to the top right corner, next to the DM option. 

The photo-sharing platform rolled out the Reels feature 
in July after the Indian Government banned, video-sharing 
app, TikTok on June 30. Since then, Instagram's Reels has 
gained significant traction which prompted the company to 
launch a different tab altogether. 



All eyes and ears 

Twitter is working to add automated captions to audio and 
video by early next year, aimed at making the micro 
blogging site more accessible to the people with 
disabilities. "Testing voice Tweets earlier this summer 
made us realise how much work we still need to do as a 
company, and we made a commitment to make Twitter 
more inclusive for the disabled community," Twitter said. It 
is also creating dedicated teams to focus on greater 
accessibility, tooling, and advocacy across all of their 
products. The Experience Accessibility Team will work on 
the new and existing features and products, providing 
resources and tools that promote greater accessibility. The 
Accessibility Center for Excellence, will set goals, drive 
progress, consult and partner with groups across Twitter’s 
co re. bu siness functions, to. make .the.platform more 
accessible. 

B 




Packs a punch Screenshots 
from the game -special 

ARRANGEMENT 


Ms Marvel to the rescue 

With an excellent single-player campaign and a strong female lead. 
Avengers is that dose of Marvel we have long been demanding 


hits all the right notes, too, 
lasting for a little more than 
10 hours. You can explore a 
new world ruled by a dysto¬ 
pian corporation called 
AIM (Advanced Idea Me¬ 
chanics). 

Style and power 

Gameplay-wise, Avengers 
veers from platforming to 
all out beat-em-up action, 
deftly handling with style. 
Where the game falters is 
the way it handles powered 
characters such as Thor 
and Hulk, particularly in 
one scene when they are 
destroying trucks and 
tanks. In another, they 
seem to have trouble with 
normal low-level enemies. 
Sure, the game has a ration¬ 
al explanation for that in 
the form of robots designed 
to take on the Avengers. It 
would be great if it would 
let us feel like we are play¬ 
ing as a superhero. 

On the upside, fighting 
as Kamala features both 
grace and power in her 
stretchy moves as she pum¬ 
mels enemies. Of course, 
Iron Man is a lot of fun to 
fight as, as you can chain 
combos with funky aerial 
moves. Each character has 


many equitable special 
moves and a lot of loot, cos¬ 
tumes and more to collect. 

To give you more Aven¬ 
gers, there is a multi-player 
component, which is in the 
form of replayable mis¬ 
sions after the main story is 
complete. These are largely 
rehashed and designed to 
let you grind along with 
three other friends, or AI 
companions, in very gener¬ 
ic locations where you are 
so under-powered that you 
have to constantly keep 
playing a repetition of mis¬ 
sions to get upgrades and 
level ups for your charac¬ 
ters. 

There are many charac¬ 
ters on the way as down¬ 
loadable content, too: Spid¬ 
er-Man for PlayStation 4 
gamers in 2021, the upcom¬ 
ing Hawkeye, and Kate 
Bishop, as well as a ru¬ 
moured Black Panther and 
She-Hulk. Suggestion from 
our end: they should make 
the post-game multi-player 
content even more excit¬ 
ing, with more balances 
and tweaks to make it less 
of a time drain. Getting the 
live game portions are al¬ 
ways tricky, so let us hope 
Crystal Dynamics gets it 
right. 

No matter which system 
you play it on. Avengers is 
ready for the next genera¬ 
tion with amazing details in 
the environments and on 
the characters. Yes, the 
game does suffer from a 
few occasional glitches and 
long load times when you 
die... but at least the load¬ 
ing screens look pretty. 

Marvel’s Avengers lives 
up to the hype. It has got 
heart and is a blast to play. 
If you are feeling die void of 
a year without a Marvel 
movie, this is just what you 
need. 


The writer is a tech and gaming 
enthusiast who hopes to one day 
finish his sci-fi novel 





known as Ms Marvel, a Pa- 
kistani-American Muslim 
human, and an Avengers 
superfan who gets a chance 
to meet her heroes in the 
flesh. Disaster strikes and 
she is imbued with super¬ 
powers when the helicar- 
rier, Chimera, is des¬ 
troyed in a 
terrorist at¬ 
tack. The event 
splits the Aven¬ 
gers, sending 


them all into hiding. Five 
years later, it is up to a 
grown-up Kamala to find 
and reunite them to help 
her take on a new evil. 

Made by Crystal Dynam¬ 
ics, the studio responsible 
for Tomb Raider, Avengers 
plays out like an Uncharted 
game initially with Kamala 
tracking down each Aven¬ 
ger. While this is her story, 
you also get to play as the 
Avengers. The campaign 


JULIAN ALMEIDA 


A few weeks ago, we played 
the Avengers beta - a wor¬ 
rying experience. Earth’s 
mightiest heroes’ first big 
game looked like it was go¬ 
ing to be so flat, it should 
have been named 
Average-rs. 

Thankfully, the 
final game, 
which just re¬ 
leased on 
September 4, 
successfully 
dispelled that 
with a cam¬ 
paign that is po¬ 
werful enough 
to be its own 
Avengers movie. 

The story of 
Marvel’s Aven¬ 
gers follows 
the young 
and charis¬ 
matic Kamala 
Khan, better 


MARVEL'S AVENGERS 


DEVELOPER: Crystal 
Dynamics, Eidos 
Montreal 


PUBLISHER: Square Enix 


PRICE: ?3,999 on 

4, Xbox One 
on PC 
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A flow towards 

inclusion 

Parmesh Shahani, a change-maker from 
the LGBTQ community, discusses his 
business book that advocates for LGBTQ 
inclusion in the Indian workplace 


PARMESH 

SHAH ANI 

QUEER 

ISTAN 

LGBTQ INCLUSION 
■N THE INDIAN 



Studying change Shahni says his book has takeaways not only for queer 
people, but also for straight people ■ special arrangement 
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SUNALINI MATHEW 

In his latest memoir-meets-manifesto 
titled Queeristan: LGBTQ Inclusion 
in the Indian Workplace (Westland 
Publications), Parmesh Shahani, 
who heads the Godrej Culture Lab in 
Mumbai, speaks about why it makes 
business and humanitarian sense for 
companies to employ and embrace 
the everyday realities of lesbians, 
gays, bisexuals, trans and queer/ 
questioning people. Edited excerpts 
from an interview: 

It has been 12 years since your 
last book. Gay Bombay: 
Globalization, Love and (Be) 
longing in Contemporary India. 
What has changed for society in 
this time? 

• What has changed for society is 
that queerness is very much a part of 
people’s consciousness. A bunch of 
things has led to that. First, the judg¬ 
ments. Whether it was the 2009 Del¬ 
hi High Court verdict decriminalising 
homosexuality, the 2013 Supreme 
Court judgement that reversed that, 
or the 2018 judgement which decri¬ 
minalised it again. The NALSA judge¬ 
ment of 2014 for transgender rights 
and the right to privacy judgement of 

2017 kind of paved the way for the 

2018 Supreme Court judgement. We 
right now have a problematic trans 
act, and one hopes it is modified over 
the next couple of years. All these 
and the conversation around them 
made people aware of LGBTQ rights 
and people. 

How has society itself changed? 

• Media representation has in¬ 
creased by leaps and bounds. Twelve 
years ago there were maybe a few 
books; today 1 was talking to Shobh- 
na (S Kumar, who runs the Queer Inc 
bookstore) and she says that at last 
count there were more than 200 
books. If you look at films like Ali- 

| garh, Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavd- 

' ban, Ek Ladki Ko Dekha...; or web 


series, whether it’s Made in Heaven 
or Paatal Lok or Romil and Jugal - 
what we’re seeing is more queer peo¬ 
ple telling our own stories. It’s very 
important that Aligarh was written 
by Apurva Asrani, or Ek Ladki Ko 
Dekha... was written by Gazal Dhali- 
wal, both from the community. 

The axle of a lot of this change has 
been parental acceptance. We have 
parents groups like Sweekar in Bom¬ 
bay, which comprises more than 200 
parents of queer children - they 
meet, share thoughts and ideas. 

In your journey, which are the 
families that are the most 


accepting of their children? 

• The only common trait that I have 
found is that they love their children 
more than they care about what so¬ 
ciety may or may not think. This fear 
of LKK - log kya kahenge (what will 
people say?) is not there. After Samy- 
uktha Vijayan transitioned, her 
mother takes her to a wedding and 
says. This used to be my son; now 
this is my daughter, welcome her,’ 
and the family members do. 

How is your book feeding into 
the change? 

• We’re seeing a lot of workplaces 
talking about inclusion, and that has 


made a huge difference - say your 
parents are not supportive, but your 
workplace is, you can talk about it at 
work. It’s not just for queer people, 
it’s also for straight people. So many 
straight people go home and tell 
their family members, ‘You know, we 
have LGBT partner benefits,’ and 
that’s how you change people’s 
hearts and minds. Whether you look 
at workplace, family, representation, 
the law, we’re on our way to living in 
more empowered times. 

Do you think the change in any 
company must begin at the top? 

• Completely, and that’s what I tar¬ 
get, because we’re still fundamental¬ 
ly hierarchical in India. Once people 
at the top put their mind, weight, 
money, intent behind it, it is com¬ 
municated to everyone down the 
line. 

To what extent is homophobia 
present within the LGBTQ 
community, because sometimes 
we internalise external voices? 

• It’s a struggle to assert who you 
are, what you feel, and your orienta¬ 
tion as normal and valid. The work 
has to be done by society, because 
society is putting this pressure on 
queer people. Which is why this 
book is so important, because it’s 
telling companies that the onus is on 
you to create safe, welcoming spaces 
for your queer employees. When you 
create spaces where people can be 
themselves, their productivity rises. 
It’s also about overall wellbeing - 
anyone trying to suppress or hide 
causes a whole lot of stress. 

In the ‘new India* there’s one 
arm that’s progressive and one 
that’s quite the opposite. How 
do you hope we’ll navigate this? 

• I don’t see things as binary. I see at 
any given time in our past, present, 
and future, there is always change 
happening. I think of it as a flow to¬ 
wards inclusion. It’s not that in the 
river there will not be obstacles. 
Even in states doing good work, it’s 
not that violence is not happening or 
that patriarchy does not exist. 

The point I want to make is that 
there is an understanding now. 
Whether it is Supriya Sule, or Kani- 
mozhi, Shashi Tharoor or Gautam 
Gambhir, who inaugurated a trans 
festival, across the political spec¬ 
trum, we’re seeing voices coming up 
more. Apsara Reddy is the national 
general secretary of the Mahila Con¬ 
gress. She is trans. Inclusion is In¬ 
dian; to be Indian is to be inclusive. 

Queeristan: LGBTQ Inclusion in 
the Indian Workplace is available in 
bookstores, online, and on Audible. 
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HOMING IN 


The United Nations (UN), in 
1967, declared September 8 as 
International Literacy Day. 

This year, the UN is focussing 
on the role of educators and 
changing pedagogies. Formal 
education apart, there are platforms aplenty to 
learn about new things, which will widen our 
perspectives. Here are a few Podcasts that do that. 

How To! With Charles Duhigg 

What if you had a chance to seek answers for your 
problems (ranging from a lack of sleep to voting for 
the next American President) from world-leading 
experts? That's How To! With Charles Duhigg in a 
nutshell. The show is hosted by Pulitzer-prize 
winning reporter and author of The Power of Habit 
and Smarter Faster Better, Charles Duhigg. The idea 
behind the podcast series, as the show's description states, is "What if Dear 
Abby was an investigative journalist?" Duhigg approaches the seemingly 
mundane issues earnestly but manages to keep the tone of the show casual. 
Episode length: 30 minutes (on average) 

Available on Google Podcasts, Apple Podcasts, slate.com and more. 
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Life Kit 

Life Kit's structure is very 
similar to How To! With 
Charles Duhigg. From sleep 
and saving money to 
parenting and more, the 
host speaks to leading 
experts to get the best 
advice. This show will offer 
you tips on working out, 
choosing a lightbulb, and 
even shopping during 
COVID-19. 

In the latest episode, 'How 
to Find a Mentor', Lisa Fain, 
the CEO of the Center for 
Mentoring Excellence, 
offers a checklist on how to 
find the right guide. 

Episode length: 10 to 30 
minutes 

Available on: Google 
Podcasts, Apple Podcasts, 
npr.org and more 


Talk To Me 
In Korean 

K-Pop band BTS’ 
new music video 
'Dynamite' received 
101.1 million hits 
within 24 hours, 
making it the music 
video with the biggest first-day debut. 

Korean dramas are also being watched by 
millions across the world. And, there is a fast 
growing interest in the language. Talk To Me 
In Korean, hosted by Hyunwoo and Kyeong- 
eun, offers bite-sized Korean lessons for 
learners. 

Episode length: 20 minutes (on average) 
Available on: talktomeinkorean.com, Spotify 
and more. 


KOREAN 

GRAMMAR 

with TTMIK 



Philosophize This! 

Stephen West’s podcast 
discusses the thinkers and 
their ideas that shaped our 
world. A criticism of this 
podcast is that it does not 
delve deep enough on 
philosophical concepts. Fair 
enough. This podcast won't 
be enough if you are looking to get a PhD on 
the works of Plato. West covers philosophers 
through the ages. 

Episode length: 30+ minutes (on average) 
Available on: philosophizethis.org, Spotify, 
Google Podcast and more. 



We would love to know how you are keeping busy at home. Tell us what 
you are listening to at metro(a)thehindu.co.in 
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Hop In India Gate to London Bridge in 70 days 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


The big red bus to London 

Come summer of2021, meet giant pandas and cross the Gobi 
desert, as Adventures Overland takes its clients from Delhi to the 
British capital 


PRIYADARSHIN1 PAITANDY 

Travel company Adventures 
Overland’s next magnum opus of 
a plan includes taking its clients 
to the British capital in a big red 
customised bus. The one-way trip 
to London from Delhi, will take 
70 days and will cover 18 coun¬ 
tries and 20,000 kilometres. 

Setting off from the Indian cap¬ 
ital it will traverse the ancient Silk 
Route, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos, 
Chengdu in China where one can 


meet giant pandas, the Gobi des¬ 
ert, Great Wall of China, Kyrgyz¬ 
stan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, 
Russia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, 
Czech Republic, Germany, Belgi¬ 
um, and take a ferry from the port 
of Calais in France onto the port 
of Dover, UK. 

The trip is scheduled for May 
2021 and Tushar Agarwal and 
Sanjay Madan, the founders of 
Adventures Overland, plan to 
make it an annual trip much like 
their Road to London self-drive 


road trips that started in 2017. “A 
lot of people approached us, ex¬ 
pressing interest in a road trip to 
London, but they did not want to 
drive. That is how the idea of a 
hop on hop off bus tour came 
about,” says Tushar. 

With constant road trips, espe¬ 
cially to far-flung South America 
and Africa, taking up most of 
their time, Tushar and Sanjay 
hardly found the time to put the 
plan into motion. “But now with 
the lockdown we were relatively 


free and planned out the entire 
bus ride," he says. 

The journey is broken into four 
legs: South-East Asia, China, Cen¬ 
tral Asia and Europe. The intre¬ 
pid travellers have the option of 
doing the full tour from start to 
end point, or they can even join 
the team from designated cities in 
one of these countries. “Most pe¬ 
ople who come on these journeys 
are seasoned travellers, who now 
want bigger adventures in life,” 
says Tushar. 

While destinations like Paris 
and Hong Kong maybe the first 
that people think of when they 
want to go on a holiday abroad, 
Tushar says, the idea here is to 
take people to locations that they 
normally don’t think of and are 
not on the mainstream tourist 
map. “That is why we have by¬ 


passed Western Europe. The 
beauty of this journey is, you will 
get to see unexplored parts of the 
world," he says. Once the travell¬ 
ers reach London, they can either 
stay on longer or fly back. The bus 
will remain in the city for a month 
and then come back to India with 
a new set of people from London. 

While the bus will provide all 
creature comforts, the only thing 
missing is a restroom, due to hy¬ 
giene reasons. 

“But this is a route we have tra¬ 
velled on multiple times and it 
has good infrastructure. We will 
stop for short breaks every two 
hours ” says Tushar, adding, “Just 
bring along your positive 
attitude.” 

The journey is priced at ?15 
lakh per head. Log on to 
www.bustolondon.in 
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U.K. threatens to undercut Brexit pact 

Govt, planning legislation to override parts of the Withdrawal Agreement; EU registers protest 



Rough road: A file photo of a lorry passes by an anti-Brexit 
billboard on Dublin road in Newry, Northern Ireland, -afp 


Journalists for U.S. media face 
possible expulsion from China 

It comes amid Washington’s targeting of Chinese reporters 



Tit-for-tat: A file photo of foreign journalists lined up to 
attend a National People’s Congress meet in Beijing. «ap 


REUT ERS 

LONDON 

Britain’s tortuous divorce 
from the EU veered into 
fresh crisis on Monday after 
London signalled it could un¬ 
dermine the exit agreement 
with Brussels unless free 
trade terms are agreed by 
next month. 

In yet another twist to the 
four-year saga since Britain 
voted narrowly to quit the 
EU, Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s government was 
reportedly planning new le¬ 
gislation to override parts of 
the Brexit Withdrawal Agree¬ 
ment it signed in January. 

That could potentially jeo¬ 
pardise the whole treaty and 
create frictions in British- 
ruled Northern Ireland 
where special arrangements 
had been made to avoid a 
hard border with Ireland to 
the south that could be detri¬ 
mental to a peace 
agreement. 

Britain said it would ho¬ 
nour the deal and was simp¬ 
ly offering clarifications to 
avoid any future legal 
difficulties. 

But the Financial Times 
newspaper cited three peo¬ 
ple as saying the proposed 
internal market Bill was ex¬ 
pected to “eliminate the le¬ 


gal force of parts of the with¬ 
drawal agreement” in areas 
including state aid and 
Northern Ireland customs. 

Tumultuous exit 

EU diplomats were aghast, 
cautioning that such a step - 
leaked on the eve of new 
talks in London would tar¬ 
nish Britain’s global prestige 
and heighten chances of a tu¬ 
multuous disentangling from 
the bloc on December 31. 

Britain said it was commit¬ 
ted to the divorce deal. “We 
are taking limited and rea¬ 
sonable steps to clarify spec¬ 
ific elements of the Northern 
Ireland Protocol in domestic 


law to remove any ambiguity 
and to ensure the govern¬ 
ment is always able to deliver 
on its commitments,” a spo¬ 
kesman for Mr. Johnson said. 

“As a responsible govern¬ 
ment, we cannot allow the 
peace process or the UKs in¬ 
ternal market to inadvertent¬ 
ly be compromised by unin¬ 
tended consequences of the 
protocol.” 

Britain left the EU on Janu¬ 
ary 31 but talks on a new 
trade deal before the end of a 
status-quo transition arran¬ 
gement in December have 
snagged on state aid rules 
and fishing. 

London has set a deadline 


of October 15 to strike a deal. 
“If we cant agree by then, 
then I do not see that there 
will be a free trade agree¬ 
ment between us, and we 
should both accept that and 
move on,” Mr. Johnson said 
on Monday. 

Game of chicken 

European diplomats said Bri¬ 
tain was playing a game of 
Brexit chicken by threaten¬ 
ing to collapse the process 
and challenging Brussels to 
blink first. Some fear John¬ 
son may view a no-deal exit 
as useful distraction from 
the coronavirus crisis. 

Some Brexit-supporting 
members of the ruling Con¬ 
servatives oppose the with¬ 
drawal agreement as threa¬ 
tening British independence 
even if the two sides secure 
future trade ties. 

There was surprise and 
anger on both sides of the Ir¬ 
ish border and in Brussels at 
the reported plan to under¬ 
mine the withdrawal pact. 

“I trust the British govern¬ 
ment to implement the With¬ 
drawal Agreement, an obli¬ 
gation under international 
law and prerequisite for any 
future partnership,” said Ur¬ 
sula von der Leyen, head of 
the EU executive. 


Irish Foreign Minister Si¬ 
mon Coveney asked: “Is this 
political gamesmanship or is 
there really a piece of legisla¬ 
tion that’s going to emerge 
this week, which is contrary 
to the withdrawal agree¬ 
ment? We’ll have to wait and 
see.” 

Without a deal, about 
$900 billion annual trade 
between Britain and the EU 
could be thrown into uncer¬ 
tainty, including rules on 
everything from car parts 
and medicines to fruit and 
data. 

EU chief negotiator Michel 
Barnier acknowledged an¬ 
xiety but declined to com¬ 
ment on the FT report. “I re¬ 
main worried... the 
negotiations are difficult, be¬ 
cause the British want the 
best of both worlds,” he told 
France Inter radio. 

If no deal is agreed, Bri¬ 
tain would have a trading re¬ 
lationship with the bloc like 
Australia’s, which would be 
“a good outcome”, Mr. John¬ 
son said. 

Australia is negotiating a 
free trade deal with the EU to 
improve its market access, 
but for now largely handles 
commerce with the bloc on 
World Trade Organization 
terms. 


ASSOC IATED PRESS 
BEIJING 

China is delaying the rene¬ 
wal of press cards for at least 
five journalists working at 
four U.S. media outlets, an 
organisation of foreign cor¬ 
respondents said on Mon¬ 
day, making them vulnera¬ 
ble to expulsion in apparent 
retribution for Washington’s 
targeting of Chinese repor¬ 
ters working in the United 
States. 

China’s Foreign Ministry 
responded by saying appli¬ 
cations for renewal were be¬ 
ing processed and those re¬ 
porters involved would not 
have their lives in China “af¬ 
fected in any way." 

“If the U.S. government 
truly cares about American 
journalists, it should extend 
visas for all Chinese journal¬ 
ists as soon as possible, in¬ 
stead of taking journalists 
from the two countries as 
hostages for the certain pol¬ 
iticians’ political interests,” 
Mr. Zhao told reporters. 

Atlanta-based CNN said its 
China correspondent was 
among those given a letter 
authorising him to continue 
reporting for the next two 


months instead of the usual 
one-year press card. 

The Foreign Correspon¬ 
dents’ Club of China, or 
FCCC, said The Wall Street 
Journal and Bloomberg have 
also been targeted. It did not 
name the fourth outlet, but 
said more foreign journalists 
are expected to receive simi¬ 
lar treatment. While the tar¬ 
geted outlets are all Ameri¬ 
can, the journalists involved 
are of various nationalities. 

Mr. Zhao did not say what 
future actions China might 
take, but said “all options 
are on the table, and the U.S. 
side knows that very well.” 

“If the U.S. insists on go¬ 
ing down the wrong path 


and continuously making 
mistakes, China will have to 
make the necessary and leg¬ 
itimate responses to firmly 
safeguard its legitimate 
rights,” he said. 

90-day visas 

China’s move comes after 
the U.S. capped the number 
of Chinese citizens who 
could be employed by Chi¬ 
nese media outlets and 
placed them on 90-day vi¬ 
sas. 

China first responded in 
March by expelling repor¬ 
ters from The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal and The Washington 
Post. 


8 jailed for Khashoggi’s murder 

Saudi court overturns 5 death sentences; defendants not named 


IS claims responsibility for Tunisia terror attack 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
RIYADH 

A Saudi court on Monday 
overturned five death sen¬ 
tences over journalist Jamal 
Khashoggi’s murder in a fi¬ 
nal ruling that jailed eight 
defendants to between se¬ 
ven and 20 years, state me¬ 
dia reported. 

“Five of the convicts were 
given 20 years in prison and 
another three were jailed for 


7-10 years,” the official Saudi 
Press Agency said, citing a 
spokesman for the public 
prosecutor. 

None of the defendants 
were named in what was de¬ 
scribed as the final court rul¬ 
ing on the killing which had 
sparked an international 
outcry. 

The verdict came after 
Khashoggi’s sons said in May 
they had “pardoned” the 


killers. The family’s pardon 
spared the lives of five un¬ 
named people sentenced to 
death over the 2018 murder 
in a December court ruling, 
which was lambasted by hu¬ 
man rights groups after two 
top aides to the crown 
prince were exonerated. 

Khashoggi - a royal fami¬ 
ly insider turned critic - was 
killed in the kingdom’s con¬ 
sulate in Istanbul in 2018. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
TUNIS 

The Islamic State jihadist 
group on Monday claimed 
responsibility for a knife at¬ 
tack in Tunisia the previous 
day which killed one Nation¬ 
al Guard officer and badly 
wounded another. 

Three assailants were shot 
dead in an ensuing firelight 
on Sunday in the same tou¬ 
rist district of the coastal city 
of Sousse, the National 
Guard said, labelling the at¬ 


tack a “terrorist” act. 

The IS said on Monday its 
“fighters” had carried out 
the attack, in a brief state¬ 
ment by its propaganda arm 
Amaq on the Telegram mes¬ 
senger service. 

Tunisian authorities said 
they had arrested seven peo¬ 
ple over the attack, in which 
the assailants had rammed 
the officers with a vehicle 
and then stabbed them. 

The wounded officer was 
“in a stable condition” on 


Monday, interior ministry 
spokesman Khaled Hayouni 
told AFP. 

Seven arrested 

Since Sunday, “43 people 
have been questioned and 
seven of them arrested,” 
Guard spokesman Houcem 
Eddine Jebabli told private 
station Radio Shems. 

They included “the wife of 
one of the assailants, who 
described her husband as a 
’martyr’ during the interro¬ 


gation,” he said. 

Two brothers of one of the 
attackers and a person sus¬ 
pected of recruiting them 
were also arrested, he 
added. 

He said the attackers were 
a pair of twins and a third 
man from the marginalised 
northwestern region of Silia- 
na, he said, without confirm¬ 
ing or denying reports of a 
fourth attacker. 

Mr. Jebabli said the twins 
had visited Facebook pages 


dealing with “explosive and 
armed attacks” but had 
stayed under the radar of the 
authorities. 

Prime Minister Hichem 
Mechichi vowed to “eradi¬ 
cate terrorists as soon as 
possible”. 

Mr. Mechichi urged Tuni¬ 
sians “not to be afraid” of as¬ 
sailants, whom he described 
as “microbes”. 

Tunisia, since its 2011 re¬ 
volution, has been hit by a 
string of jihadist attacks. 


Navalny out of coma: Berlin hospital 

His condition has improved and he is responding to verbal stimuli, say doctors 


Fresh blaze on stricken 
oil tanker off Sri Lanka 

Squally conditions led to fresh flare-up 



Pressing for action: Germany threatens Russia with sanctions 
on pipeline project if Moscow fails to investigate the case, -ap 


Saudi Arabia wants ‘fair’ 
solution for Palestinians 

King speaks to Trump over phone 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

COLOMBO 

A massive fire that crippled 
an oil tanker off Sri Lanka 
has reignited in strong 
winds, the island nation’s 
Navy said on Monday, just a 
day after the blaze was 
extinguished. 

The Panamanian-regis¬ 
tered New Diamond, carry¬ 
ing over 270,000 tonnes of 
crude and diesel, was en- 
route from Kuwait to the In¬ 
dian port of Paradip when it 
issued a distress call on 
Thursday after an engine 
room explosion that killed a 
Filipino crew member. 

The ensuing fire was put 
out Sunday through the 
combined efforts of Sri Lan¬ 
ka’s Navy and Air Force, the 


MEERA SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

When the Sri Lankan govern¬ 
ment recently gazetted the 
draft 20th Amendment (20 
A) to the Constitution, it was 
merely keeping an election 
promise - to repeal the 19th 
Amendment of 2015 that 
clipped the Executive Presi¬ 
dent’s unfettered powers, in 
turn empowering Parlia¬ 
ment. With the necessary 
two-third majority on their 
side. President Gotabaya Ra¬ 
ja paksa’s government is now 
closer to enacting it. 

However, Opposition par¬ 
ties are strongly opposing 
the move that, they fear, will 
take the country back by a 
decade, to the days of the 
18th Amendment. Brought in 
by former President and cur¬ 
rent Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa in 2010, it added 
wide-ranging powers and 
sweeping immunity to the 
President’s office, while re¬ 
moving its term limit. Among 
the very few key features that 
the 20th Amendment Bill re- 



Indian Navy and coast¬ 
guard, as well as private 
operators. 

Firefighters continued to 
douse the tanker with water 
and dry chemicals, but the 
squally conditions - where 
winds were blowing at up to 
70 km per hour - led to a 
fresh flare-up. 

“Due high winds... the 
fire which has already been 
doused, has re-ignited from 
the effects of extreme tem¬ 
perature and sparks on¬ 
board,” the Navy said in a 
statement. 

Sri Lanka Navy spokes¬ 
man Captain Indika de Silva 
told AFP the blaze was at a 
“serious level, but we hope 
we will be able to contain 
it”. 


tains from the 19th Amend¬ 
ment are the five-year terms 
for the President and Parlia¬ 
ment, and the two-term limit 
to presidency. 

Following its parliamen¬ 
tary group meeting on Mon¬ 
day, the main Opposition 
party Samagi Jana Balawe- 
gaya (SJB, or United People’s 
Front) resolved to challenge 
the government’s move. 
“The [proposed] 20th 
Amendment will lead to con¬ 
centration of all power in the 
President’s office, whereas 
Parliament will be a rubber 
stamp with no powers. The 
President is trying to do away 
with the legislature and judi¬ 
ciary,” said Harsha de Silva, 
the party’s Colombo MP. 

‘Virulent form’ 

In addition to reducing judi¬ 
cial review and curbing citi¬ 
zens’ right to challenge Bills, 
the proposed amendment al¬ 
lows the President to dis¬ 
solve Parliament after one 
year. Further, it discards the 
Constitutional Council that 



AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
BERLIN 

Russian opposition leader 
Alexei Navalny, who Germa¬ 
ny says was poisoned by a 
weapons-grade Novichok 
nerve agent, is now out of a 
medically induced coma and 
is being weaned off mechan¬ 
ical ventilation, the Berlin 
hospital treating him said 
Monday. 

“He is responding to ver¬ 
bal stimuli,” Charite hospital 
said in a statement, report¬ 
ing that the 44-year-old’s 
condition “has improved”. 

However, the hospital said 
it was too early to determine 
the long-term impact of the 
poisoning. 

Mr. Navalny fell ill after 
boarding a plane in Siberia 
last month. He was initially 



Gotabaya Rajapaksa 


vetted appointments to the 
judiciary and independent 
commissions, instead opting 
for a Parliamentary Council 
whose approval the Presi¬ 
dent will not require while 
making key appointments. 

The prospect of signifi¬ 
cantly greater presidential 
powers without restraint has 
raised alarm within Sri Lan¬ 
kan civil society. The Colom¬ 
bo-based Centre for Policy 
Alternatives noted that deny¬ 
ing the citizen the opportun¬ 
ity to challenge the Execu¬ 
tive’s actions through 
fundamental rights applica- 



treated in a local hospital be¬ 
fore being flown to Berlin for 
treatment. 

The German government 
said last week that toxicolo¬ 
gy tests have found “unequi¬ 
vocal evidence” that Novi¬ 
chok was used on Mr. 


tions suggested that “the Pre¬ 
sident is above the law”. The 
amendment Bill underscores 
a “particularly virulent form 
of Presidentialism”, said se¬ 
nior constitutional lawyer 
Kishali Pinto Jayawardene in 
the Sunday Times recently. 

Ceremonial PM 

While on the one hand, the 
Bill explicitly seeks to make 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


the President way more po¬ 
werful, it also drastically re¬ 
duces the authority and 
functions of the Prime Minis¬ 
ter, sparking speculation ov¬ 
er the power dynamic bet¬ 
ween the ruling Rajapaksa 
brothers in such a scenario. 
The PM “has been reduced 
to a mere functionary con¬ 
sulted in most cases only “if 
necessary”, the Sunday 
Times noted in its editorial. 

Despite growing opposi¬ 
tion from many quarters, the 
government, assured of the 
required numbers in the 225- 



Navalny, prompting Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel and her 
Western counterparts to de¬ 
mand answers from Russia. 

Earlier on Monday, Ms. 
Merkel’s spokesman under¬ 
lined that she would not rule 
out consequences on the 


member legislature, is likely 
to go ahead with its pledge. 
Asked how the SJB might op¬ 
pose it, with only 54 mem¬ 
bers in the House, Mr. de Sil¬ 
va said the party would 
mobilise other parties and 
seek public support. “We will 
oppose the move inside and 
outside Parliament,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Jaffna legisla¬ 
tor and Tamil National Al¬ 
liance spokesman M.A. Su- 
manthiran cautioned against 
getting trapped in the techni¬ 
calities of the 19th Amend¬ 
ment or its likely replace¬ 
ment, for it might take the 
focus away from the historic 
promise to abolish Executive 
Presidency. 

Ever since the 1978 Consti¬ 
tution - under the United 
National Party (UNP) govern¬ 
ment - was enacted with a 
5/6th majority in Parliament, 
there has been consistent op¬ 
position to Executive Presi¬ 
dency, from the then Opposi¬ 
tion Sri Lanka Freedom 
Party (SLFP) and all other 
opposition parties. Even the 



multi-billion-euro Nord 
Stream 2 pipeline project if 
Moscow failed to thoroughly 
investigate the case. 

The Kremlin has, howev¬ 
er, denounced attempts to 
blame the poisoning on Rus¬ 
sia as absurd. “Attempts to 
somehow associate Russia 
with what happened are un¬ 
acceptable to us, they are ab¬ 
surd,” President Vladimir 
Putin’s spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told journalists. 

Novichok is a military- 
grade poison that was deve¬ 
loped by the Soviet govern¬ 
ment towards the end of the 
Cold War and can be de¬ 
ployed in an ultra-fine powd¬ 
er, liquid or vapour. 

It was used against ex¬ 
double agent Sergei Skripal 
in Britain in 2018. 


UNP, which initially brought 
in such a powerful presiden¬ 
cy, in 1996 resolved to abol¬ 
ish it, paying heed to the 
growing public opinion 
against the system. 

Since the 1990s, almost ev¬ 
ery presidential election - 
including when Mahinda Ra¬ 
japaksa ran in 2005 was 
won on the promise of abol¬ 
ishing Executive Presidency, 
except that none of the lead¬ 
ers kept their word. “The 
2015 election too was fought 
on the same assurance by the 
Maithripala Sirisena-Ranil 
Wickremesinghe coalition. 
The 19th Amendment that 
imposed substantial curbs 
on presidential powers was 
the first step in that direc¬ 
tion,” said Mr. Sumanthiran, 
a senior constitutional la¬ 
wyer. 

Power struggle 

The Rajapaksa camp - most 
of whom voted in favour of 
the 2015 legislation - subse¬ 
quently blamed the 19th 
Amendment for the power 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
RIYADH 

Saudi Arabia supports a 
“fair” solution for the Pales¬ 
tinian cause. King Salman 
has told Donald Trump in a 
phone call, as the U.S. Presi¬ 
dent praised the kingdom 
for opening its airspace to 
Israel-UAE flights. 

Saudi Arabia has said it 
will not follow the United 
Arab Emirates, which an¬ 
nounced last month it 
would establish diplomatic 
ties with Israel, until the 
Jewish state has signed a 
peace accord with the 
Palestinians. 

In a phone call to Mr. 
Trump on Sunday, King Sal¬ 
man affirmed the “king¬ 
dom’s keenness to reach a 


struggle between the Presi¬ 
dent and the PM in the last 
government, which, they ar¬ 
gue, led to the grave lapses in 
the intelligence apparatus, 
leading to the Easter terror 
blasts in April 2019. 

The Rajapaksas made the 
abolition of the 19th Amend¬ 
ment a key poll pledge in the 
November 2019 presidential 
race, and the August general 
election this year, seeking a 
super majority for the same. 
“While it is true that the draft 
20th Amendment seeks to 
enhance executive powers, 
just as the 18th Amendment 
did, we should not lose sight 
of the need to abolish the ex¬ 
tremely problematic Execu¬ 
tive Presidency system itself. 
The Opposition to the draft 
Amendment should be 
centred on this,” Mr. Suman¬ 
thiran said, adding: “By fo¬ 
cussing on the technicalities 
of the 19th Amendment, the 
Rajapaksas are trying to 
quietly erase the historic 
pledge from public dis¬ 
course.” 

mm 



King Salman 


lasting and fair solution to 
the Palestinian cause to 
bring peace”, the official 
Saudi Press Agency 
reported. 

Last week, Saudi Arabia 
agreed to permit UAE flights 
to “all countries” to overfly 
the kingdom. 



Assange extradition 
hearing resumes in U.K. 


LONDON 

WikiLeaks founder Julian 
Assange returned to court in 
London on Monday for a 
hearing to decide whether he 
should be extradited to the 
U.S. for leaking secrets about 
the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Supporters 
protested as the 49-year-old 
Australian was brought to the 
Old Bailey, brandishing 
placards reading "Stop this 
political trial", afp 

Nearly 300 Rohingya 
migrants reach Indonesia 

LHOKSEUMAWE 

Nearly 300 Rohingya 
migrants reached Indonesia 
on Monday claiming to have 
been at sea for seven months, 
the United Nations refugee 
agency said. The migrants, 
including more than a dozen 
children, were spotted on a 
wooden boat by locals, who 
helped them land near 
Lhokseumawe city, afp 



An all-powerful President and a ‘rubber stamp’ Parliament? 

Recently gazetted draft 20th Amendment enhances Sri Lankan President's immunity; Opposition fears it will take the country back by a decade 
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| MARKET WATCH 

1 

Sensex 

07-09-2020 % CHANGE 

38,417 0.16 

US Dollar 

73.35 

-0.29 

Gold 

51,877 

0.21 

Brent oil 

42.10 

-2.68 


1 NIFTY 50 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adam Ports 

352.05 

-0.95 

Aslan Paints 

1982.10 

25.75 

Axis Sank 

458.70 

3.50 

Bajaj Auto 

2898.20 

15.00 

Bajaj Finserv 

6263.65 

-13.55 

Bajaj Finance 

3505.15 

-91.65 

Bhaitl Alltel 

515.45 

•7.70 

BPCL 

400.20 

-3.15 

Britannia Ind 

3724.05 

18.20 

Cipla 

716.75 

-7.85 

Coal India 

131.95 

-0.50 

Dr Reddys Lab 

4419.85 

97.35 

Eicher Motors 

2192.90 

12.05 

GAIL {India) 

95.75 

-2.30 

Grasim Ind 

700.15 

-6.35 

HCL Tech 

708.80 

8.00 

HDFC 

1791.10 

21.40 

HDFC Bank 

1110.50 

-8.80 

HDFC Life 

591.85 

17.20 

Hero MotoCorp 

2860.15 

-55.05 

Hlndateo 

187.50 

-0.80 

Hind Unilever 

2162.60 

37.95 

ICICI Bank 

373.40 

0.85 

Induslnd Bank 

608.70 

-7.45 

Bharli Inhale! 

231.00 

16.15 

Infosys 

925.05 

5.90 

Indian OilCorp 

83.80 

-0.10 

ITC 

189.10 

2.40 

jsw Steel 

286.50 

4.15 

Kotak Bank 

1368.75 

-11.30 

L8T 

932.15 

•10.35 

M&M 

610.45 

-21.55 

Maui ti Suzuki 

7209.15 

19.05 

Nestle India Ltd. 

16403.50 

170.90 

mpc 

92.40 

-2.30 

ONGC 

76.45 

-1.45 

PowerGndCorp 

176.15 

1.10 

Reliance Ind 

2082.65 

5.40 

State Bank 

207.90 

1.30 

Shree Cement 

19782.95 

-242.35 

Sun Phaima 

513.25 

0.80 

Tata Motors 

149.40 

1.60 

Tata Steel 

422.50 

1.20 

TCS 

2327.05 

38.25 

Tech Mahmdra 

747.10 

-1.10 

Titan 

1167.70 

8.45 

UltraTech Cement 

3848.65 

-67.45 

UPL 

494.45 

-14.00 

Wipro 

278.75 

2.75 

Zee Entertainment 

223.95 

3.55 

| EXCHANGE RATES 


Indicative direct rales in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 07 


CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar 

73.14 

73.46 

Euro 

86.53 

86.92 

British Pound 

96.40 

96.82 

Japanese Yen (100) 

68.86 

69.16 

Chinese Yuan 

10.71 

10.75 

Swiss Franc 

80.02 

80.38 

Singapore Dollar 

53.53 

53.77 

Canadian Dollar 

55.80 

56.05 

Malaysian Ringiu 

17.60 

17.70 

Australian Dollar 

53.25 

53.49 

Source Indian Bank 

| IN BRIEF 





Emirates refunds 
$1.4 billion to customers 

MUMBAI 

Emirates said it had returned 
$1.4 billion in COVID-19- 
related travel refunds till 
date, making steady progress 
on its commitment to 
customers to complete 
pending refunds. More than 
1.4 million refunds requests 
have been completed since 
March, representing 90% of 
the backlog. This includes all 
requests received from 
customers across the world 
until the end of June, it said. 

LIC western zone to 
recruit 50,000 agents 

MUMBAI 

The western zone of LIC of 
India has announced plans to 
recruit 50,000 agents 
through an intensive 
recruitment campaign and 
produce 10,000 MDRT 
(million dollar round table) 
performing agents in FY21. 
The zone currently has 2.20 
lakh agents out of which 
3,302 are MDRTs. Besides 
the zone is aiming to take its 
first-year premium share 
from 20% to 25%. 


SBI Mutual Fund unveils 
scheme for children 

MUMBAI 

SBI Mutual Fund has unveiled 
Magnum Children's Benefit 
Fund - Investment Plan, an 
open-ended fund for parents 
to invest for their children. 
The scheme, open for 
subscription from September 
8, is a part of SBI Magnum 
Children's Benefit Fund that 
currently has Savings Plan, a 
predominantly debt-oriented 
offering. The scheme will 
predominantly invest in 
equity and equity-related 
instruments, said SBI MF. 


Ather unveils 125cc 
e-scooter 450X 

BENGALURU 

Ather Energy, makers of 
electric two-wheelers, has 
unveiled their flagship 
scooter Ather 450X, claimed 
to be one of the fastest 
scooters in the 125cc 
category. The new scooter 
would be seen on roads 
across Bengaluru, Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Mumbai, Pune, 
Delhi, Ahmedabad, Kochi, 
Kolkata and Coimbatore by 
the first quarter of 2021, 
Ather said in a statement. 


‘Measures needed to protect growth potential’ 

Govt.'s reluctance to do more now, conserve resources for possible future stimulus ‘self-defeating: former RBI chief Rajan 



Timing key: ‘Think of economic stimulus as a tonic. Given too 
late, it may have little effect,’ says Dr. Rajan. •thulasi kakkat 


SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The 23.9% contraction in 
first-quarter GDP “should 
alarm us all” and policymak¬ 
ers need to be “frightened 
out of their complacency” 
and take meaningful steps, 
former Reserve Bank of India 
Governor Raghuram Rajan 
wrote in a post on Linkedln. 

“Without relief measures, 
the growth potential of the 
economy will be seriously 
damaged,” Dr. Rajan wrote, 
stating that with discretion¬ 
ary spending expected to 
stay low until the virus was 
contained, government-pro¬ 
vided relief assumed far 
greater significance. The go¬ 
vernment’s reluctance to do 
more immediately and in¬ 
stead conserve resources for 
a possible future stimulus 
was a “self-defeating” strate¬ 
gy, he opined. 

The former IMF chief eco¬ 
nomist said India’s economic 
contraction compared with a 


decline of 12.4% in Italy and 
9.5% in the U.S. - two of the 
most pandemic-affected ad¬ 
vanced countries. 

“Yet, India is even worse 
off than these comparisons 
suggest. The pandemic is still 
raging in India, so discretion¬ 
ary spending, especially on 
high-contact services like 
restaurants, and the associat¬ 
ed employment, will stay 
low until the virus is con¬ 
tained,” he wrote. 

“Government-provided 
relief becomes all the more 
important. This has been 
meagre,” Dr. Rajan added. 

‘Economy as patient’ 

“If you think of the economy 
as a patient, relief is the sus¬ 
tenance the patient needs 
while on the sickbed and 
fighting the disease. Without 
relief, households skip 
meals, pull their children out 
of school and send them to 
work or beg, pledge their 
gold to borrow, let EMls and 


rent arrears pile up,” he 
wrote. “Similarly, without re¬ 
lief, small and medium firms 

- think of a small restaurant 

- stop paying workers, let 
debt pile up, or close 
permanently. 

“Essentially, the patient 
atrophies, so by the time the 
disease is contained, the pa¬ 


tient has become a shell of 
herself. Now think of eco¬ 
nomic stimulus as a tonic. 
When the disease is van¬ 
quished, it can help the pa¬ 
tient get out of her sickbed 
faster. But if the patient has 
atrophied, stimulus will have 
little effect,” he added. 

Noting that Brazil, which 


had spent ‘tremendously’ on 
relief, was seeing a much 
lower downgrade to medi¬ 
um-term growth than India, 
he wrote: “government offi¬ 
cials who hold out the possi¬ 
bility of a stimulus when In¬ 
dia finally contains the virus 
are underestimating the 
damage from a more shrun¬ 
ken and scarred economy at 
that point.” 

Stating that because of the 
pre-pandemic growth slow¬ 
down and the strained fiscal 
condition, officials were wa¬ 
ry of spending on both relief 
and stimulus, he suggested 
the government would have 
to expand the resource enve¬ 
lope in every way possible, 
and spend cleverly. 

India could also borrow 
more without scaring bond 
markets if it committed to re¬ 
turn to fiscal viability over 
the medium term - by set¬ 
ting debt reduction targets 
through legislation, and 
committing to transparent 


fiscal numbers with an inde¬ 
pendent fiscal council. 

The government would 
need to prioritise its spend¬ 
ing. “MNREGA is a tried and 
tested means of providing 
rural relief and should be re¬ 
plenished as needed. Given 
the length of the pandemic, 
more direct cash transfers to 
the poorest households, es¬ 
pecially in urban areas that 
do not have access to MNRE¬ 
GA, is warranted,” he wrote. 
Government and public sec¬ 
tor firms should also clear 
their payables quickly so that 
liquidity moved to corpora¬ 
tions, he added. 

Also, small firms below a 
certain size could be rebated 
the corporate income and 
GST tax they paid last year, 
with the rebate tapering off 
with firm size. 

“India needs strong 
growth, not just to satisfy the 
aspirations of our youth but 
to keep our unfriendly neigh¬ 
bours at bay,” he wrote. 


China exports 
rise most since 
March 2019 

REUT ERS 

BEIJING 

China’s exports rose for the 
third consecutive month in 
August, eclipsing an ex¬ 
tended fall in imports, as 
more of its trading partn¬ 
ers relaxed lockdowns in a 
further boost to the recov¬ 
ery in the world’s second- 
biggest economy. 

Exports in August rose 
9.5% from a year earlier, 
customs data showed on 
Monday, marking the 
strongest gain since March 
2019. The figure also beat 
analysts’ expectations for 
7.1% growth and compared 
with a 7.2% increase in July. 

Imports however 
slumped 2.1%, compared 
with market expectations 
for a 0.1% increase and ex¬ 
tending a 1.4% fall in July. 

“China’s exports conti¬ 
nue... to grow significantly 
faster than global trade," 
said Louis Kuijs of Oxford 
Economics. 


Vodafone Idea hints at tariff 
hike, rebrands offering as ‘Vi’ 

Every player is selling below cost, says MD and CEO Takkar 


RBI sets sectoral norms for resolution 
of COVID-19 related stressed assets 

‘Key financial ratios prescribed bv Kamath panel intended to be floors or ceilings 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 
MUMBAI 

The Reserve Bank on Mon¬ 
day specified five financial 
ratios and sector-specific 
thresholds for resolution of 
COVID-19 related stressed as¬ 
sets in 26 sectors, including 
auto components, aviation, 
and tourism. 

The circular issued by the 
RBI for resolution of stressed 
assets is based on the recom¬ 
mendations of the K.V. Ka¬ 
math committee, which sub¬ 
mitted its report on 
September 4. “The recom¬ 
mendations of the Commit¬ 
tee have been broadly ac- 



K.V. Kamath 


cepted by the Reserve 
Bank,” RBI said in a release. 

The key financial ratios 
suggested by the committee 
are total outside liabilities/ 
adjusted tangible networth; 


total debt/EBITDA; current 
ratio, which is current assets 
divided by current liabilities; 
debt service coverage ratio; 
and average debt service 
coverage ratio. 

Specified sectors 

The 26 sectors specified by 
the RBI include automobiles, 
power, tourism, cement, 
chemicals, gems and jewel¬ 
lery, logistics, mining, manu¬ 
facturing, real estate, and 
shipping among others. 

The RBI said the ratios 
prescribed “are intended as 
floors or ceilings, as the case 
may be, but the resolution 


plans shall take into account 
the pre-COVlD-19 operating 
and financial performance 
of the borrower and impact 
of COVID-19 on its operating 
and financial performance at 
the time of finalising the re¬ 
solution plan, to assess the 
cashflows in subsequent 
years, while stipulating ap¬ 
propriate ratios in each 
case.” 

It also said lending institu¬ 
tions may, at their discre¬ 
tion, adopt a graded ap¬ 
proach depending on the 
severity of the impact on 
borrowers while implement¬ 
ing the resolution plan. 


SPEC IAL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Vodafone Idea Ltd. (VIL) sig¬ 
nalled on Monday it was like¬ 
ly to raise tariffs to ensure 
sustainable operations. 

“We believe the tariff has 
to go up,” said MD and CEO 
Ravinder Takkar, after the 
telecom operator unveiled a 
new brand identity ‘Vi’ (pro¬ 
nounced ‘we’). “This is very 
important to get the indus¬ 
try back on track. Since the 
merger [in August 2018), we 
have increased prices twice. 

“The prices need to go up 
and we are not shying away 
to say that. Every player is 
selling below the cost and it 



is not sustainable. There 
needs to be reasonable re¬ 
turns Ion capital)added 
Mr. Takkar. 

Commenting on the re¬ 
cent Supreme Court order 
directing telecom firms to 
pay the Adjusted Gross Reve¬ 


nue (AGR) dues over 10 
years, he said, “We had re¬ 
quested for 20 years but the 
honourable SC asked us to 
repay in 10 years. This is a 
good outcome. Our first in¬ 
stalment is in March 2022”. 

The telco’s AGR liability 
exceeds *50,000 crore. 

“With our new brand Vi, 
we stand committed to 
partner the government to 
accelerate India’s progres¬ 
sion towards a digital econo¬ 
my,” said chairman Kumar 
Mangalam Birla. 

The *25,000 crore the 
firm planned to raise would 
be adequate to fund its busi¬ 
ness plan, Mr. Takkar said. 


RBI to buy, sell 
G-secs worth 
?10,000 crore 


Curbs on current account 
affecting MFIs: Sa-dhan 

‘Sector will face operational issues’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
MUMBAI 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has announced the si¬ 
multaneous purchase and 
sale of Government of In¬ 
dia securities (G-secs) for 
*10,000 crore each under 
the open market opera¬ 
tions (OMO). 

The auction is sche¬ 
duled for September 10, 
the RBI said in a statement. 

The second tranche of 
auction would be conduct¬ 
ed on September 17. 

On August 31, the cen¬ 
tral bank had announced 
special simultaneous pur¬ 
chase and sale of govern¬ 
ment securities under 
OMO for an aggregate 
amount of *20,000 crore 
in two tranches of *10,000 
crore each as part of mea¬ 
sures to foster orderly mar¬ 
ket conditions. 


YUTHIKA BHARGAVA 
NEW DELHI 

Samsung India expects to 
double its online mobile bu¬ 
siness in the second half of 
the current year, driven by 
new introductions in the 
festival season combined 
with customer preference 
for highend devices. 

“In the second half, we 
are seeing a strong resur¬ 
gent growth. We expect to 
double our online business 
in the second half of 2020 
over the second half of 
2019,” Asim Warsi, senior 
VP, Samsung India told The 
Hindu. 

‘Uptake in ASPs’ 

He added that the company 
was seeing a “significant up¬ 
take” in the average selling 
prices (ASPs) of mobile 
phones in the online busi¬ 
ness, and these may grow in 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 
NEW DELHI 

The revised guidelines from 
the RBI pertaining to cur¬ 
rent accounts will lead to 
numerous difficulties and 
operational issues for the 
microfinance sector, indus¬ 
try body Sa-Dhan, said in a 
letter to RBI Governor Shak- 
tikanta Das. 

Sa-dhan demanded that 
microfinance institutions be 
exempted from the restric¬ 
tions on the opening and 
operation of current ac¬ 
counts. In the recent circu¬ 
lar, RBI instructed banks not 
to open current accounts for 
customers who had availed 
credit facilities in the form 
of cash credit (CC)/ over¬ 
draft (OD) from the banking 
system and said all transac¬ 
tions shall be routed 
through the CC/OD account. 



Asim Warsi 


excess of 50% to be in the 
range of $250-300 (approxi¬ 
mately *18,000-22,000). 

The growth in the online 
business, he said, will be 
driven by the new smart¬ 
phone M-51 which comes 
with a 6.7-inch display, a 
7,000-mAh battery, Qual¬ 
comm Snapdragon 730 pro¬ 
cessor, 64MP quad rear 
camera setup and 32MP 
front camera and will be un¬ 
veiled on September 10. 


“In the current scenario, 
when borrowers require ur¬ 
gent credit to restart their 
lives, implementation of the 
revised guidelines will result 
in numerous difficulties and 
operational issues for the 
microfinance sector,” P. Sat- 
ish, executive director - Sa- 
Dhan, said. 

The industry body rea¬ 
soned that microfinance in¬ 
stitutions (MFIs) have va¬ 
rious current accounts with 
banks based on the location 
of their branches. 

“Since demonetisation, 
all loan disbursements of 
MFIs are being credited to 
the bank accounts of their 
borrowers. Many MFIs also 
have ECS mandates for loan 
collections. Such banks may 
or may not have CC/OD fa¬ 
cilities extended to such 
MFIs,” Sa-Dhan said. 

‘Medical data 
not safe with 
hospitals’ 

MINI TEJASWI 
BENGALURU 

About 57% of the people do 
not want their medical in¬ 
formation stored at the 
state or the hospital levels, 
but only at the central le¬ 
vel, over privacy concerns, 
a study has indicated. 

The study was carried 
out to understand the pu¬ 
blic pulse with regard to 
the creation of a digital 
health ID for citizens. 

Also, 48% of the citizens 
surveyed are against the 
use of this information for 
research and promotional 
activities. 

Some 82% said they do 
not want to share sensitive 
data such as banicing 
details. 

The survey by LocalCir- 
cles, a community social 
media platform, received 
about 34,000 responses 
from 272 districts of India. 


Samsung aims to double 
online mobile business 

Expects festival launches to drive sales 
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Novak Djokovic 
disqualified 

Accidentally hits line judge with ball as 
he vents his frustration at losing serve 


US OPEN 


ACEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
NEW YORK 

Novak Djokovic was dramati¬ 
cally disqualified from the 
US Open on Sunday after ac¬ 
cidentally striking a woman 
line judge with a ball during 
his last-16 match, sending 
shock waves through the 
tournament. 

The World No. 1 hit the 
ball in frustration after losing 
his serve to go 5-6 down in 
the first set to Spain’s 20th 
seed Pablo Carreno Busta at 
the Arthur Ashe Stadium. 

Djokovic appeared to be 
looking the other way when 
he pulled the ball from his 
pocket and smacked it in the 
direction of the official, hit¬ 
ting her full on the throat. 

Gasping for breath 

The official cried out and be¬ 
gan gasping for breath as she 
collapsed to the ground. Djo¬ 
kovic rushed over to check 
on her, placing his hand on 
her back as she struggled to 
breathe. After a few minutes 
she got up and walked off the 
court looking dazed. 

Around 10 minutes of dis¬ 
cussions ensued between 
Djokovic and tournament re¬ 
feree Soeren Friemel. The 
umpire then declared that 
Busta had won following a 
default for Djokovic. The 
Serb shook hands with his 
opponent before leaving the 


FALLEN SEEDS 


MEN: 1 - Djokovic; 7-Goffin 
WOMEN: 6-Kvitova; 8-Martic; 
14-Kontaveit; 17-Kerber 


TUESDAY'S PICKS 


Quarterfinals: 

MEN: 5-Zverev vs. 27-Coric 
12- Shapovalov vs. 
20-Carreno Busta 
WOMEN: 4-Osaka vs. Rogers 
23-Putintseva vs. 28-Brady 


court. He later apologised 
for the incident by releasing 
a statement. 

Djokovic’s disqualification 
blows the men’s draw wide 
open and means it will 
crown a first-time Grand 
Slam winner on Sunday. 

“Now it gets interesting,” 
said fifth seed Alexander 
Zverev, who described Djo¬ 
kovic as “very unlucky.” 

Meanwhile, fifth seed Zve¬ 
rev bulldozed past Spain’s 
unseeded Alejandro Davi¬ 
dovich Fokina 6-2, 6-2, 6-1, 
while 12th seed Canadian De¬ 
nis Shapovalov beat David 
Goffin for a maiden Grand 
Slam last-eight spot. 

Rogers stuns Kvitova 

In the women’s draw, Ameri¬ 
can Jennifer Brady, seeded 
28th, stunned three-time 
Grand Slam winner Ange- 
Iique Kerber while eighth 
seed Petra Martic was bun¬ 
dled out by Kazakhstan’s 
23rd seed Yulia Putintseva. 

American Shelby Rogers 
upset sixth seed Petra Kvito¬ 
va 7-6(5), 3-6, 7-6(6). She will 
next play two-time Slam win¬ 
ner Naomi Osaka, who de¬ 
feated Estonia’s Anett Konta- 
veit 6-3, 6-4. 


THE RESULTS 


Fourth round: Men: 20-Pablo 
Carreno Busta (Esp) bt 1-Novak 
Djokovic (Srb) 6-5, disq.; 12- 
Denis Shapovalov (Can) bt 7- 
David Goffin (Bel) 6-7(0), 6-3, 
6-4, 6-3; 27-Borna Coric (Cro) 
bt Jordan Thompson (Aus) 7-5, 
6-1, 6-3; 5-Alexander Zverev 
(Ger) bt Alejandro Davidovich 
(Esp) 6-2, 6-2, 6-1. 

Women: 28-Jennifer Brady 
(USA) bt 17-Angelique Kerber 
(Ger) 6-1, 6-4; 23-Yulia Putint¬ 
seva (Kaz) bt 8-Petra Martic 
(Cro) 6-3, 2-6, 6-4; 4-Naomi 
Osaka (Jpn) bt 14-Anett Konta- 
veit (Est) 6-3, 6-4; Shelby Rog¬ 
ers (USA) bt 6-Petra Kvitova 
(Cze) 7-6(5), 3-6, 7-6(6). 


DECONSTRUCTING THE DEFAULT 


When did it happen? 

■ In the first set, Djokovic had 
failed to convert three set points 
on the Carreno Busta serve at 
4-5. He then fell on his shoulder 
at 5-5,0-15, and called for a 
trainer. On resumption, he tost 
serve and, in frustration, hit the 
ball that struck the line judge. 

What does the rule say? 

■ According to the Grand Slam 
rulebook, “Players shall not 
violently, dangerously or with 
anger hit, kick or throw a tennis 
ball... except in the reasonable 
pursuit of a point during a match 
(including warm-up). If such 
violation occurs... the player 
shall be penalised in accordance 
with the Point Penalty Schedule. 
For the purposes of this rule, 
abuse of balls is defined as inten¬ 
tionally hitting a ball out of the 
enclosure of the court, hitting 

a ball dangerously or recklessly 
within the court or hitting a ball 
with negligent disregard of the 
consequences." 


What did the 
USTA conclude? 


entourage but luckily it 
didn't hit anybody. 


■ It said: "In accordance with 
the Grand Slam rulebook, 
following his actions of 
intentionally hitting a ball dan¬ 
gerously or recklessly within 
the court or hitting a ball with 
negligent disregard of the 
consequences, the US Open 
tournament referee defaulted 
Novak Djokovic. Because he 
was defaulted, Djokovic will 
lose all ranking points earned 
at the US Open and will be 
fined the prize money won at 
the tournament in addition to 
any or all fines levied." 


^•In the 2020 Australian 
«50pen final against Thiem, 
Djokovic twice remonstrated 
with the chair umpire by 
touching him. According to 
the rulebook, "unauthorised 
touching" can be deemed 
physical abuse Uke ball and 
racquet abuse. 

4 In the 2016 Rome Masters 
quarterfinal versus Nadal, 
Djokovic pushed the umpire's 
hand away while arguing over 
a ball mark. 


Other Notable Defaults 


Novak's dose Shaves 


I ln the 2016 French Open 
quarterfinal against 
Berdych, Djokavk's attempted 
racquet smash missed a line 
judge only because the latter 
took evasive action. 


2 In the 2016 ATP World Tour 
Finals match against Thiem, 


■ John McEnroe at 1990 
Australian Open following 
three code violations. 

■ Tim Henman at 1995 
Wimbledon (doubles) when 
a ball he hit towards the 
net after losing a point 
accidentally struck a ball 
girl in her head. 



Tills whole situation lias left me 
really sad and empty. I Deed to turn 
this into a lesson for my grcnvth and 
e%T)hition as a pla>vr and human 
bdng. I apologise to the tourna¬ 
ment and cvetyrnne associated for 
my behaviour. Tm very grateful to 
mv team and family for being my 
\ rock support ami my fans. A 

11iank you and Tm so sorr y ^ 


■ David Nalbandian in 
the 2012 Queen's Club 
final when his kick at an 
advertising board injured a 
line judge. 


What is the Point 
Penalty Schedule? 

■ In this, the first offence will 
invite a warning, the second a 
point penalty and the third and 
each subsequent offence a game 
penalty. The referee in consulta¬ 
tion with the Grand Slam 
Chief of Supervisors 
shall determine 
whether each sub¬ 
sequent offence 
shall constitute 
a default. The 
referee may 
also declare a 
default for a 
single code 
violation. 


the Serb smashed a ball in 
anger in the direction of his 


■ Denis Shapovalov in the 
2017 Davis Cup tie versus 
Britain when a ball he hit in 
frustration caught the chair 
umpire in the eye. 


No carrying past 
baggage, says Kohli 


IPL 2020 


ASHWIN ACHAL 
BENGALURU 

The past failures of Royal 
Challengers Bangalore (RCB) 
in the IPL will not affect the 
team, skipper Virat Kohli 
said. RCB is yet to win an IPL 
title - a burden that its 
players have long carried. 

“I spoke to A.B. de Villiers 
about this. We’ve never felt 
so calm going into an IPL be¬ 
fore. He is batting like it is 
2011; he is fit as ever. We’re 
disconnecting with the past. 
We’re not carrying any bag¬ 
gage, something we’ve done 
too many times in the past,” 
Kohli said, in a RCB Bold Di¬ 
aries interview. 

The star batsman ex¬ 
plained that the current 
squad is well balanced. “The 
reason why Chris Morris has 
been included is that he 
brings balance to the team. 
Some of the youngsters are 
quite exciting too. Aaron 
Finch has a lot of interna- 


V.V. SU BRAHMANYAM 

HYDERABAD 

World champion P.V. Sindhu 
will take part in the Thomas 
and Uber Cup badminton 
championships to be held in 
Denmark from Oct. 3 to 11. 

On Monday Sindhu 
changed her original deci¬ 
sion to pull out of the event 
after the Badminton Asso- 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 
MADRID 

The 17-year-old Ansu Fati be¬ 
came the youngest goalscor- 
er in Spain’s history when 
he scored in the 4-0 win ov¬ 
er Ukraine in the UEFA Na¬ 
tions League on Sunday. 

The results: League A: Group 
4: Spain 4 bt Ukraine 0; Swit¬ 
zerland 1 drew with Germany 1. 



Virat Kohli. 

■ TWITTER/@RCBTWEETS 


tional experience; Josh Phi¬ 
lippe is very exciting. We 
have a great balance of expe¬ 
rience, 1*20 skill and eager 
youngsters. This is the most 
balanced squad since our 
memorable 2016 season,” 
Kohli said. 

Kohli added that playing 
at only three venues, and 
staying at the same hotel 
through the duration of the 
IPL makes life easy for 
players. “All teams will know 
the three venues inside out. 
This makes a more level¬ 
playing field. It will boil 
down to skill,” Kohli said. 


ciation of India top brass ap¬ 
pealed to her to play in the 
tournament. 

“I have requested Sindhu 
to join the team as we have a 
favourable draw and have 
the best chance to take a 
shot at the medal at the 
Cup,” Himanta Biswa Sar- 
ma, BA1 chief, tweeted in 
the evening. 


League B: Group 3: Serbia 0 
drew with Turkey 0; Hungary 2 
lost to Russia 3; Group 4: Rep. 
of Ireland 0 lost to Finland 1; 
Wales 1 bt Bulgaria 0. 

League C: Group 3: Kosovo 1 
lost to Greece 2 ; Slovenia 1 bt 
Moldova 0. 

League D: Group 1: Andorra 0 
lost to Faroe Islands 1; Malta 1 
drew with Latvia 1. 


TV PICKS 


NBA: Sony Six (SD & HD), 

6.30 a.m. & 4 a.m. 

(Wednesday) 

Tour de France: Eurosport 
(SD & HD), 5 p.m. 

US Open: SS Select 1 & 2 (SD 
& HD), 9.30 p.m. 

UEFA Nations League: Sony 
Ten 2 (SD & HD), 9.30 p.m.; 
Sony Ten 1 & 2 (SD & HD) 
12.10 a.m. (Wednesday). 
England v Australia: 3rd 
T20I, Sony 3 & Six (SD & HD), 

10.30 p.m. 


IN A NUTSHELL 


Ben Stokes is likely to miss 
the first part of IPL 2020 as 
he is currently in New Zealand 
with his ailing father, accord¬ 
ing to Rajasthan Royals 
sources. 

Lionel Messi arrived at Bar¬ 
celona's training ground on 
Monday as he begins to rein¬ 
tegrate with the team follow¬ 
ing his failed attempt to leave 
the club this summer. 

Spectators will be allowed at 

the French Open tennis tour¬ 
nament, starting on Sept. 27, 
despite the growing number 
of coronavirus cases in the 
country, organisers said on 
Monday. 

Milwaukee Bucks pipped 
Miami Heat 118-115 in over¬ 
time at Miami on Sunday to 
stay alive in the NBA playoffs. 
Heat leads series 3-1. LA 
Lakers beat Houston Rockets 
117-109 to make it 1-1. 

Johannes Vetter's throw of 
97.76m at the Continental 
Tour Gold-level event at 
Chorzow (Poland) on Sunday 
is the second-best javelin 
mark in history after Jan 
Zelezny's 98.48m in 1996. 

Dustin Johnson, the World 
No. 1 golfer, carded a third- 
round 64 to move five shots 
clear of the field at the sea¬ 
son-ending Tour Champion¬ 
ship at Atlanta on Sunday. 

IOC vice-president John 
Coates said on Monday that 
Tokyo's postponed Olympics 
will go ahead next year re¬ 
gardless of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Manchester City players 
Riyad Mahrez and Aymeric 
Laporte have tested positive 
for coronavirus. 


Sindhu to play Uber Cup 


Ansu Fati creates history 


A message for Neeraj in Vetter’s amazing throw 

The Indian needs to be prepared to get at a similar level to fight for gold: I lohn 


STAN RAYAN 
KOCHI 

With German Johannes Vet¬ 
ter producing the second 
longest throw in javelin his¬ 
tory in Poland on Sunday, 
former world-record holder 
Uwe Hohn feels that Neeraj 
Chopra should get ready to 
fight the big throws to win 
the Olympic gold in Tokyo 
next year. 

“1 don’t know if Vetter or 
(Olympic champion Tho¬ 
mas) Rohler can show that in 
Tokyo but 1 think Neeraj 
needs to be prepared to get 
at a similar level to fight for 
gold ” said former world re¬ 
cord holder Hohn, the In¬ 
dian National javelin throw 
coach, in a chat with The 
Hindu from Patiala. 

“But maybe you can win 
with 86.89m like in Doha 



Neeraj Chopra. ■ file photo 


(World Championships) last 
year.” 

Former World champion 
Vetter’s 97.76m throw, which 
was just 72cms behind Czech 
Republic’sjan Zelezny’s 1996 
world record of 98.48m, sur¬ 
prised everybody. 

“I actually didn’t expect 
that now but his technique 
improved this year to the le¬ 


vel he had when he threw 
94m in Luzern (in 2017) and 
he changed the preferred ja¬ 
velin to Nordic which is fly¬ 
ing better as you can see,” 
said Hohn, whose world re¬ 
cord throw of 104.80m in 
1984 forced the world body 
LAAF (now renamed World 
Athletics) to redesign the ja¬ 
velin to make it safe for eve¬ 
rybody inside the stadium. 

Nordic an advantage? 

There appears to be someth¬ 
ing special about Nordic 
Sport’s javelins, especially 
the new Valhalla model. 

“I think they are the top 
javelins for 800g at least, it’s 
different for 600g. 

“Probably about 70% of 
the world’s top 10 throwers 
use them,” said the German. 

But it looks like Neeraj, 


the Commonwealth Games 
and Asian Games champion 
and the brightest prospect to 
win India’s first-ever athlet¬ 
ics medal in the Olympics, is 
not comfortable with Nordic 
yet. 

“Neeraj likes Nordic in 
training but he doesn’t trust 
them in competitions. Ne¬ 
meth (the javelin Neeraj uses 
in competitions) is, maybe, 
more forgiving but I think 
Nordic is better for great re¬ 
sults,” said Hohn. 

“He is probably not confi¬ 
dent with changing things 
and he used to throw the Ne¬ 
meth javelin really good... in 
Bydgoszcz (Poland where he 
won the under-20 World 
gold with a junior world re¬ 
cord in 2016).” 

That’s probably Neeraj’s 
dilemma. 


Russell could make a double hundred at No. 3’ 

KKR mentor David Hussey hopes the West Indian will continue to do wonders 


Y.B. S ARANG1 

KOLKATA 

In the backdrop of the pan¬ 
demic, Kolkata Knight Rid¬ 
ers’ chief mentor David Hus¬ 
sey feels he needs to keep 
the players in a relaxed 
frame of mind during the 53- 
day long Indian Premier 
League (IPL). 

A privilege 

Terming the opportunity to 
play cricket amid the pan¬ 
demic ‘a privilege,’ Hussey 
said he would support KKR’s 
captain and coaches in mak¬ 
ing the players comfortable. 

“It’s all about getting 
around the group as much as 
possible and just try to make 
everybody feel as relaxed as 
they possibly can. Make sure 
they know their roles with 
clarity... they can execute 


their skills under immense 
pressure,” said Hussey dur¬ 
ing an interaction on Sun¬ 
day, adding he would ad¬ 
dress the players 
individually. 

Acclimatisation 

The Australian said getting 
acclimatised to the condi¬ 
tions would be important. 

“It will be a hot weather 
tournament. It will be windy 
as well. The pitches will get 
used and tired as the tourna¬ 
ment goes on. 

“It’s up to the teams to 
adapt quickly. It’s the 
strength of the squad (that) 
will go a long way to win this 
tournament.” 

Hussey counted on the 
English duo of Eoin Morgan, 
who could assist captain Di- 
nesh Karthik on the field and 



David Hussey 


play a key role in the middle 
order, and Tom Banton, the 
‘better version of Kevin Pie- 
tersen,’ as much as he 
showed faith in the Indian 
pair of Shubman Gill and Nit- 
ish Rana. 

He hoped old hand Andre 


Russell would continue to do 
wonders, especially if sent 
up the batting order. 

“If it benefits the team and 
helps us win matches, why 
not (send him up). If that 
means he comes in at three 
and that's 60 balls, he might 
actually make a double 
hundred.” 

According to Hussey, hav¬ 
ing a pace-heavy attack was 
not a disadvantage for KKR. 

“We have got some fine 
fast bowlers - Pat Cummins, 
Lockie Ferguson, (Shivam) 
Mavi and (Kamlesh) Nagar- 
koti... fortunately, we are ve¬ 
ry talented in both disci¬ 
plines: fast bowling and 
spin.” 

The Aussie backed his 
team, saying it was “well-ba¬ 
lanced in all disciplines of 
the game.” 


PWL: WFI to adopt 
wait and watch mode 


WRESTLING 


Y.B. S ARANG1 
KOLKATA 

The Wrestling Federation of 
India (WFI) is waiting for the 
pandemic to subside to put 
the Pro Wrestling League 
(PWL) back on track. 

Since its inception in 
2015, the PWL saw four edi¬ 
tions before hitting a road¬ 
block due to differences - 
resulting in a court case - 
between its promoter Pro 
Sportify and the WFI. 

Following negotiations 
between the two sides, the 
promoter withdrew the case 
and paved the way for re- 
staging the league. However, 
the coronavirus outbreak 
spoilt the plan. 

Now all the stakeholders 
are waiting for COV1D-19 to 
subside. 

“The roadblock was 
cleared after they withdrew 
the case. But we cannot hold 
it in the current situation. 
Once things become nor¬ 



mal, we will think of sche¬ 
duling it,” said a WFI official. 

End of December? 

A couple of franchise own¬ 
ers are hopeful that the PWL 
will be held towards the end 
of December or early next 
year. 

The new edition of the 
PWL will welcome a new 
franchise, which has teams 
in two other leagues. 

Notwithstanding the four 
COVID positive cases - Ra¬ 
hul Aware (57kg), Navin 
(65kg), Deepak Punia (86kg) 
and Krishan (125kg) the 
national camp for elite men 
wrestlers at the Sports Auth¬ 
ority of India (SAI) Centre, 
Sonepat, will go on. 

“The virus has come from 
outside. There is no pro¬ 
blem with the SAI Centre. 
Training will begin in the 
camp shortly,” said a source. 

A meeting will be held 
next week to deliberate 
about the elite women’s 
camp. 



Anil Jain is 
AITA chief 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 
NEW DELHI 

Dr. Anil Jain, MP, was un¬ 
animously elected presi¬ 
dent of the All India Tennis 
Association (AITA) in the 
annual general meeting 
here on Sunday. 

All posts were filled 
without the need for a con¬ 
test. Davis Cup captain Ro- 
hit Rajpal will take over as 
treasurer and Anil Dhupar 
as secretary-general. 

There will be eight vice- 
presidents, including form¬ 
er president Anil Khanna, 
apart from the outgoing se¬ 
cretary-general Hironmoy 
Chatterjee and Vijay 
Amritraj. 

There will be four joint- 
secretaries in Premkumar 
Karra, Raktim Saikia, Su- 
man Kapur and Sunder 
Iyer. There will also be se¬ 
ven executive committee 
members. 

Dr. Jain said: “We pro¬ 
pose to set up a High Per¬ 
formance Tennis Academy 
in Delhi,” 



Dronacharyas recall their long journeys 

You were not just a coach, but a mentor, friend and brother, Jaspal tells Prof. Thomas 



Prof. Sunny Thomas and Jaspal Rana. -special arrangement 


SHOOTING 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

A coach is at his proudest 
when his ward becomes a 
Dronacharya. 

The first Dronacharya of 
Indian shooting. Prof. Sunny 
Thomas, was understandably 
elated about one of his prime 
wards, Jaspal Rana, winning 
the Dronacharya award. 

‘Like my son’ 

“Jaspal, you are like my son. I 
have scolded you also. Wel¬ 
come to the Dronacharya 
Club,” said Prof. Thomas, 
with considerable warmth, in 
a recent online interaction. 

Jaspal’s entire shooting ca¬ 
reer which he closed in 2006 
after multiple gold medals in 
the Doha Asian Games, 
spanned within the coaching 
spell of Prof. Thomas that 
lasted till 2012. 

The former national coach 
recalled vividly how Jaspal 
had overcome a painful knee 



to shoot the World Cham¬ 
pionship junior gold with a 
world record in 1994 in Mi¬ 
lan. 

He also recalled the vi¬ 
brant performances of Jaspal 
in the Commonwealth Games 
and the Asian Games that 
year. 

Acknowledging Jaspal’s 
role as the chief national ju¬ 
nior coach, Prof. Thomas 
praised him for his wards 
making the senior team, win¬ 



ning many accolades and 
qualifying for the Tokyo 
Olympics. 

“You were not just a 
coach, but a mentor, friend 
and brother,” said Jaspal, 
about the significant role 
played by Prof. Thomas in 
grooming him. 

Viewed as a hard discipli¬ 
narian who keeps the young 
shooters away from their mo¬ 
bile phones, ice cream and 
their friends, Jaspal said that 


he had learnt good basics 
from his coaches. 

Prime task 

Prof. Thomas remembered 
that bringing about discipline 
in the team was a prime task 
when he took over as the na¬ 
tional coach early in the 
1990s. 

“The action was transpa¬ 
rent. If they were shooting 
well, they were in the nation¬ 
al team. 

“Gradually, I won their 
confidence and it worked mi¬ 
racles,” said Prof. Thomas. 
“As a coach, I have become 
more disciplined,” revealed 
Jaspal. 

Saying that he had learnt a 
lot from the late Tibor Gonc- 
zol, Jaspal said that he real¬ 
ised the importance of work¬ 
ing with the “back benchers” 
to help in their progress. 

“When it comes to the 
World Championships, the 
Olympics and Youth Olym¬ 
pics, the coach and student 
become one,” he said. 

MS 


LaLiga India 
head all praise 
for ISL 


AMIT ABHA DAS SHARMA 
KOLKATA 

The Indian Super League 
has established itself as a 
brand and is creating recog¬ 
nisable football figures, says 
Jose Antonio Cachaza, ma¬ 
naging director of LaLiga 
India. 

Speaking at an interac¬ 
tion prior to the launch of 
90th season of LaLiga (start¬ 
ing on September 11), Ca¬ 
chaza said “India is in the 
process of reshaping its 
football and taking steps in 
the right direction. There is 
an increase in number of 
youngsters playing football 
at the grassroots level and 
an improvement is also hap¬ 
pening with the Indian na¬ 
tional team. 

“ISL is also creating re¬ 
cognisable football figures 
like Sunil Chhetri and Gur- 
preet (Singh Sandhu). ISL as 
a league is growing and is al¬ 
ready a brand watched by 
most of the people in India.” 



















































